Pennsylvania "Redistricting
and Reapportionment" in 3 Steps

What is "reapportionment"? (Congressional) Reapportionment is the redistribution of seats in the US House
of Representatives based on changes in population. These changes are recorded by the US Census, which is
conducted every 10 years. In the House, Federal law requires that there is always a total of 435 seats (with each
seat representing one district). As states change population at different rates, the number of those 435 seats

each state holds can go up or down—that is reapportionment. After the census of 2020, Pennsylvania lost one
seat, going from 18 to 17 seats.

What is "redistricting"? Redistricting refers to the need to "draw the lines" for the new voting districts that are
required after reapportionment, so that each district has roughly the same number of people.

What laws define these processes?

1964 Supreme Court ruled that the Equal Protections Clause of the 14th Amendment to the Constitution
requires voting districts to be equal in population.

Article I, Section 4 of the Constitution gives the STATES primary authority to regulate Federal elections,
including CONGRESSIONAL redistricting. However, this article also states that the US Congress is the ultimate
authority and may supersede state laws.

Article I, Section 17 of the Pennsylvania Constitution mandates that the General Assembly voting districts
(PA House and PA Senate) be drawn by a 5-member commission. The commission consists of the four caucus
floor leaders, and together they choose the fifth person to be chair. (If they don't agree, the PA Supreme Court
picks the chair.) More at the "Legislative Reapportionment Commission" (LRC) website.

*Article Il, Section 16 of the Pennsylvania Constitution requires that districts be "composed of compact
and contiguous territory as nearly equal in population as practicable"” and to avoid dividing a "county, city,
incorporated town, borough, township, or ward" unless absolutely necessary.

FEDERAL
Congressional Map

Public Law 94-171, enacted by Congress ina

December 1975, requires the Census Bureau
to deliver redistricting data to state officials
responsible for legislative redistricting no
later than April 1. More information on the
redistricting data program is available on
the US Census Bureau website. Delays due
to the pandemic, resulted in an August,
2021 release of Census information.

HOW MANY Maps?

At the federal level there is ONE map. This
map is known as a congressional district
map. This map establishes voting districts
for our US House of Representatives.
Pennsylvania currently has 18 US House
Representatives. Due to the 2020 Census,
this year we are losing one US House seat.
The new map will divide the state into 17
voting districts to fill 17 seats.

Note: 2 US Senators represent the entire
state from which they are elected. A district
map is not required.
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Congressional redistricting in Pennsylvania is The Legislative Reapportionment
done through the regular legislative process. A Commission (LRC) is responsible for
bill defining district boundaries is passed by creating both PA House and Senate
both the PA House and PA Senate and is districts (the General Assembly). This
signed by the governor. See Tracking a Bill. commission hires a mapping expert to
NOTE: Bly Or.der dated Jan. 22,2018, the I help them draw maps. The maps they
Pennsy van!a Supreme.Court anr]ou?ce. that the create become law - no governor or
Pennsylvania Congressional Redistricting Act of . .
. . legislature approval required.
2011 clearly, plainly, and palpably violated the = o . .
PA Constitution as a partisan gerrymander. Click here for the majority and minority
(Petitioners LWV of PA et al.) members of the PA House and PA Senate
The PA Supreme Court drew a new map when the on the LRC.
Pennsylvania General Assembly failed to submit a e Dr. Mark Nordenberg, former
revised congressional districting plan. Read the chancellor of the University of
Opinion and Order and maps here. Pittsburgh, was chosen to chair the
NOTE: On February 23, 2022, the Pennsylvania commission.
Supreme Court resolved the impasse over PA's e The LRC has hired mapping expert
Federql Congressional Map by or{ier{ng the Dr. Jonathan Cervas from Carnegie
adoption of the "Carter Map." It is similar to the -
. Mellon who will support the LRC and
2018 map. You can read about the decision in this I . bmitted b
report from WESA, or view an interactive version of a.s_o review maps submitted by
the map here. citizens.
q o o
What | Need to Know ° What | Need to Know
FAIR MAPS On Friday, February 4th, the Legislative
e COOL TOOL: Compare your current Reapportionment Commission, composed of
districts to the proposed new maps by five members, adopted new Iegislative maps
entering your address at this website: for Pennsylvania's 203 members of the State
pennsylvania.redistrictingandyou.org House of Representatives and 50 State
o MAKE a PLAN to VOTE web page and the Senators.
e MAIL-IN Voting web page for more. You can find the tw'o m'ap's and learn more at their
website: www.redistricting.state.pa.us .
CLAIM YOUR POWER AND VOTE!
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pisTRICTS Lesislative Reapportionment (© 2022 League of Women Voters

Commission, PA Senate and PA House,
PA Unified Judicial System
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HOW does the Census fit in? ‘/\./l\l/i

In addition to being used as a basis for
apportioning seats in the US House of
Representatives, and aside from showing
how the ethnic, racial, and voting age
makeup of neighborhoods has changed
since the 2010 Census, these detailed data
will be used by most state legislatures to
redistrict or redraw their political districts
for elections.

HOW MANY Maps?

E At the state level there are TWO maps.

These maps are known as legislative
district maps. These maps establish voting
districts to elect the members of the PA
General Assembly: the PA State House
and PA State Senate. Because we have
203 PA State House members, the one map
divides the state into 203 voting districts.
As the PA State Senate has 50 members,
the second map divides the state into 50
voting districts.

of Greater Pittsburgh

Did you know that FAIR DISTRICTS PA is project of the LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS of Pennsylvania?


https://www.fairdistrictspa.com/faq/what-is-reapportionment
http://pennsylvania.redistrictingandyou.org/
http://www.lwvpgh.org/make_a_plan
http://www.lwvpgh.org/mail-in
https://fairdistrictspa.com/updates/hearings-and-public-testimony
https://fairdistrictspa.com/updates/hearings-and-public-testimony
http://www.redistricting.state.pa.us/
https://www.redistricting.state.pa.us/
https://www.redistricting.state.pa.us/commission/
http://iop.pitt.edu/people/mark-nordenberg
https://www.cmu.edu/ips/people/postdoctoral-fellows/jonathan-cervas.html
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/CteeInfo/index.cfm?Code=36&CteeBody=H&SessYear=2021
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/cteeInfo/Index.cfm?CteeBody=S&Code=41
http://www.lwvpgh.org/docs.ashx?id=760030
https://www.fairdistrictspa.com/faq/what-is-redistricting
https://drawthelinespa.org/
https://www.redistricting.state.pa.us/commission/
https://www.redistricting.state.pa.us/
https://www.census.gov/
https://lwvpgh.org/
https://lwvpgh.org/
https://www.fairdistrictspa.com/
https://www.redistricting.state.pa.us/
https://www.pasen.gov/
http://www.paredistricting.com/
https://ujsportal.pacourts.us/
https://www.pacourts.us/Storage/media/pdfs/manual_uploads/file-6852.pdf?cb=df65be
https://www.wesa.fm/politics-government/2022-02-23/pennsylvania-high-court-picks-new-map-of-us-house-districts
https://davesredistricting.org/maps#viewmap::c2d737ae-ab94-4842-a465-e3f331508082

