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AN ACT

Amending the act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333, No.320), enti-tled
"An act concerni-ng elections, incl-uding general, municipal,
special and primary elections, the nomination of candidates,
primary and efection expenses and efection contests; creating
and defining membership of county boards of electi-ons;
lmposing duties upon the Secretary of the Commonwealth'
courts, county boards of elections, county commissioners;
imposing penalties for vj-olati-on of the acL, and codifyLng,
revj-sing and consolidating the l-aws relating thereto; and
repealing certaln acts and parts of acts relating to
elections," as follows:

in preliminary provisions, further providing for definitions,
providing for legislative authority over electj-ons,
establishing the Bureau of Election Audits and providing for
special- standing in challenges to the El-ection Code,'

in the Secretary of the Commonwealth, further providing for
powers and duties of the Secretary of the Commonwealth and
providing for reports on implementation of elections;

in county boards of electi-ons, further providing for powers and
dutles of county boards and providing for county boards of
elections and satel-lite offrcesi

in district election officers, .further providing for
compensation of distrlct election officers;

providing for registratj-on of electors;
in ballots, further providing for form of offlcial election

ballot and for number of bailots to be printed and specimen
ballots;

in voting machj-nes, further providing for examination and
approval of voti-ng machines by the Secretary of the
Commonwealth, fox requirements of voting machines, for
preparation of voting machines by county election boards and
for delivery of voting machines and supplies by county
e]ection boards to election officers;
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in el-ectronic voting systems, further providing for statistical
sample and providing for requirements of accessibl-e voting
machines;

in voting apparatus bonds, provj-di-ng for voting system defects,
di-sclosure, investigatj-ons and penafties;

in preparation for and conduct of primaries and el-ections,
providing for voter's bill of rights , for senior voter's bill
of rights , for disabled voter's bill of rights and further
providing for time for opening and closing po1ls, for manner
of applying to vote, persons entitled to vote, voter's
certificates, entries to be made in district register,
numbered l-ists of voters and challenges and for deadline for
receipt of valid voter registration application;

in voting by qualified absentee electors, further providinq for
applicatj-ons for of ficial absentee bal-l-ots , for date of
application for absentee ballot, for del-ivering or mailing
bal-lots, for voting by absentee electors, providing for
supervj-sed voting by qualified absentee electors in certain
facilities and further providing for canvassing of official
absentee ballots and mail--in ballots;

in votinq by qualified mail-in electors, further providing for
applications for of ficial- mail-in bal-lots , for date of
application for mail-in bal-lot, for delivering or mailing
bal-l-ots and for voting by mail-in electors;

in Pennsylvania Election Law Advj-sory Board, further providing
for Pennsylvania Election Law Advisory Board;

providing for early voting by qualified electors,'
1n returns of primaries and el-ectj-ons, further providing for

returns to be open to public inspection and exceptions and
for computation of returns by county board, certificatj-on and
issuance of certificates of election;

in recounts and contest, providing for powers and duties of the
Attorney General relating to el-ections;

in penalties, further providing for disobeying fawful
instructions, for perjury, for fal-se affidavj-ts of
candidates, for refusaf to permit inspection of papers,
destruction or removal and Secretary of the Commonwealth, for
refusal- to permit inspection of papers, destruction or
removal and county boards of elections, for insertion and
al-teration of entries in documents, removal and refusal to
deliver, for refusal to permit overseers, watchers, attorneys
or candidates to act, for dr:iving away watchers, attorneVs,
candidates or overseers, for refusal to permit efectj-on
officers, clerks and machine inspectors to act and driving
away said persons, for refusal to administer oath and acting
without being sworn, for violation of oath of office by
electj-on officers, for peace officers, failure to render
assistance and hindering or-delayi-ng county board members and
others, for nomination petit.ions and papers and offenses by
signers, for false signatures and statements in nomination
peti-tions and papers, for nomlnation petitions, certificates
and papers, destruction, fraudul-ent filing and suppression,
for offenses by printers of ballots, for unlawful possession
of balfots and counterfeiting baIlots, for forging and
destroying ba11ots, for tamperj-ng wi.th voting machines, for
destroying, defacing or removing notices, €t cetera, for
police officers at poJ-I'i,ng places and for peace offJ-cer,
failure to que11 dlsturbances at pol1s, hindering or delaying
election officers and others, for election officers
permitting unregistered el-ectors to vote, challenges and
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refusing to permit qualif iecl electors to vote , for el-ection
officers refusing to permit elector to vote i-n proper party
at primaries, for frauds by election officers, for prying
into ballots, for interference with primaries and elections,
frauds and conspiracy, for persons interfering in other
districts, for assault and battery at po1Is, for unl-awful
assistance in voting, for eiection officers permitting
unl-awful assj-stance, for failure to keep and return record of
assisted voters , for unlawful voting, for elector voting
bafl-ot of wrong party at pri-mary, for repeat votlng at
elections, for removing baliots, for commissioners to take
soldiers I votes , for f raudul-ent voting by soldiers , for
bribery at elections, for recei-pts and disbursements of
primary and election expenses by persons other than
candidates and treasurers, f.or receipts of primary and
election expenses by unauthorized persons, for contributions
by corporations or unincorporated associations, for failure
to file expense account, for prohibiting duress and
intimidation of voters and interference with the free
exercise of the efective franchise, for fail-ure to perform
duty, for hindering or delaving performance of duty, for
violation of any provislon of act, for vlol-ations of
provisions relating to absentee and mail--in bal-l-ots and
provi-ding for unlawful coll-ection of ballots;

providing for reimbursements and withholding; and
making a related repeal.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

28 hereby enacts as fol-Iows:

30 (2.4) and (2.5) of the act of June 3, 1,931 (P.L.1333, No. 320 ) ,

and the31 known as the Pennsylvani-a El-ection Code, are amended

32 section is amended by adding subsections to

27

29 Section 1-. Section I02 (e) , (n) , (p) , (r) , (s) , (t) , (z-t) ,

33 Section L02. Definj-tions. --The following

34 this act, shall have the fol-l-owing meanings,

35 clearly apparent from the context:

36

read:

words,

unles s

when used in

otherwise

31 (e) t?hal Except as provided in secti-on 700-4. the words

3B "di-strict register" shall- mean the Icards]

all or any part of the registry
electronic poll- book

39 containing list of qualified

40 electors of the same efection districtr ds prepared by the

47 registration commissions.

42***
(n ) tT,,4Ft Exceot as orovided in section 700-A. the43
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1 ttpartytt

2 of this
3***
4 (p)

shal-l- mean a political party, as defined in section 801

AUL.

r,$$$l Except as provided i n secti-on 700-A, the words

5 "polj-tical- body" shall mean an

6 defined in section 801 of this
independent body

-^!AUL.

of electors, ds
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(r) t?j t Except as provided in section 700-A, the words

"primary" or "primary el-ection" shaIl mean any electlon held for
the purpose of electing party officers and nominatlng candidates

for public offices to be voted for at an el-ection.

***

(s) t.g.'.h*.t Except as provided in section 7OO-A. the words

"public office" shall incl-ude every public office to which

persons can be el-ected by a vote of the electors under the l-aws

of this State.

(t) tEtiEt Except as provided j-n section 7OO-A, the words

"qualified elector" shal-1 mean any person who shall possess all

of the qualifications for voting now or hereafter prescribed by

the Constitution of this Commonwealthr or who, being otherwise

qualified by continued residence in his election district, shall

obtain such qualifications before the next ensuinq election.

(z-r) tyF?i Except as provided in section 700-A, the words

"in military service" shal-l- mean the uniformed services as

defined in sectj-on 1,02 of the Career Compensatj-on Act of 1"949

(63 Stat. 804 U.S. Code, Title 3J, Par. 23L).
***

(2.4) t*#$t Except as provi-ded in section 700-4, the word

"municipality" shal-f mean a city, borough, incorporated town,

202LD04853 4 -
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township or any similar general purpose unit of government which

may be created by the General Assembly.

(2.5) The words "proof of identificatj-on" shal-l- mean:
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(1) Tn the case of anv e1 r.l- o T :f I aa sl one o f lhc

foll-owinq:
(i) the electorrs driverrs ]icense;
(ii) in the case of an elector who has a re'l 'i oi ous obieeti on

to beino ohotooraohed, a cotrv of a valid-without-ohoto driver's

license or a val-id-without-photo identification card i-ssued bv

the Department of Transportation;
(iii) the elector's voter reoistration r:a rd wi j-h sr:annabl e

identification number and a copv of the electorrs siqnature, as

issued bv a countv under section 302;

(iv) a document from an aqe rr of the armecl forr:cs of the

United States or their reserve components, includinq the

202].D04853 6



Penn.svlrrania National Grrarcl . est ahr lishi ncr thal_ lhe el ect.or i s a

crrrrent member of or a veteran of the IIn i tecl States Armecl Forces

or Nat'i ona.l Guarcl whi ch cloes no f afnate a sj- dos ner:ifir: clale on

which the docume nl- exni res - but. i ncl udes a desionat i on that that

expiration date is indefinite;
(rr) a clor:ument .i ssrred bv the secre larrr rrncler section 2.01 (n\;

(vi) an afficJarzit nroviclecl l-oano oc tor b rz cl er:t i ons1

officers, on whi r:h lhe elect.or shal I affirm his or her idenlilv-

includino his o her sionatrrre and the last- four .l its oa f h-i s

or her Social Securitv number The afficlavit shall include

h afties
(vi i ) a document- that shows the name and nhotocrranh of the

incl'i rriclua'l to whom the do n wes issued i nr:'l rrcles ant

exni rali on clate ancl i s not exDi adA n .l .IS ASS rred hrr one of the

1,
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f ol-lowino:

(A) The United S tal-es Gorrernmenl -

(B) The Commonweal- t-h of Pennsvlvania.

(e) A mun.i cinal'i t.v of this a) I^fOA htoane mn'l orre ofn tI

that municipal-itv.
(D) An accredited public or ri vate i nst it-ution of hioher

f o: rnln at 1 nr:a 1- ed in this (-nmmnnr^ra: I 1-h

/tr\ A ..^ra fer-i'l i trr 'l or-a his (' ommonweafl-ad 'in 1. rh

(2\ (Reserved) .

(2.1\ The words "ballot c ar ison risk-lim.i tino aucl itfr

shal I mean a statistical audit t hal_ C .)mne re the inte rr') T etal-i ons

of individual balfots accordinq to the voti-nq svstem to a human

inte rn retation o f the .q :mo i ndi rri rirr: I l^rr I I nl <

(z.B\ The words "risk limit" shal-l mean the maximum chance

that an audit will not prosress to a ful-l hand recount if the

7202LD04853



voting svstem record is incorrect
(2.9\ The words "ba11ot-oolfino risk-limitino audit" shall

mean a statistical audit that selects ball-ots at random and

i-nterprets the ballots bv hand until there is strons evidence

that the recorded outcome in an electi-on is correct , or until-

U b han

Section

Section

2 The act is amended by adding

Leqisl-atlve Authoritv Over

sections to read:

Elections. --Article107 .

f, section 5 of the Constitution of the United States and

Article VII of the Constitution of Pennsvfvania vest authoritv

for prescribi-nq el-ection l-aw in the General- Assemblv.

Section 108. Bureau of Election Audits.--(a) The Bureau of

El er:t'i on Al d ts is established in the Deoartment of the Auditor

General. The Bureau of Election Audi-ts shall- have subpoena power

1
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L2

13

I4

15

t6

I7

1B
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ZU

27
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30

to reguest from the department or a countv anv documents,

records, papers, data, bal-lots. election materiafs or testimonv

necessarv for the efficient cornpletion of the audits reguired

under this section.
(b) The Auditor General shall conduct independent election

audits in accordance with qenerallv accepted qovernmental- audit

e zaL t ol\-

stancJarri s and shall on Tslt ol_ h t the audit met-hodoloov will

verifv the accuracv of the election and the accuracv of

election equipment used.

(r:) Tf lhe Arrcj itor Ge al is on the ballot, the Auditorner

Gcne ral shal1 a an ndeno nt soeci a I arrdi tor who sha I I1111.) l_ an a

be a licensed certified public accountant and shall have

experience in completinq efectron audits to oversee the

ureau of Ele nAa a

(d) The Bureau of Election Audits shall- ensure continuous

202rD0 4 B 53



imorovement of the election audits re crrri recl rrncler th'i s sect-i on

t-o ensure the accuracv of efecti crn resrr'l ts ancl comnl i ance wit-h

1

2

3

4

Federal and State laws.

(e) The clut'i es of the Burea of Election Auclits shall11

5 include:

6 (1) To conduct result-confirminq audits of each electi-on in
7 this Commonwealth, comol-eted bv the lhi rcl Fri dav fol I owino the

B election. The audlts shall incl-ude:

(i) A statisticallv sound. ba11ot-comnar-i .son ri sk-l i mi ti no

auci-i I of bal I ots for each el ecti n - cvr-on1- fo T A n election wh.i r:h

is uncontested, and except as provided in section 1l-l-7-A where a

ballot-pollinq audit shal-1 be conducted.

a1 An audit of elec f i nn mrch'i no I nnq

(iii) An audit of the returne ah.senlee ancl ma'i l -i n ba l 'l ot.s

in each countv. includino a c ri-son of retainecl en\re-l ooes on

wh'i ch l-he execul,ecJ cleclarations nr-lear- for me i1-in and absente c

bal-1ots, secrecv envelopes and the total number of absentee and

mail-in ballots canvassed.

(iv) An audit comoarino each can\/assecl ancl retainecl rlarler

9

10

11

12

t_3

L4

15

L6

71

1B

19

20

21

22

23

24

.E.J

26

21

2B

29

30

ballot in each countv with t h e nrmher of rro1-es rer:orciecl -

(v) An audit of the pre-electi-on testlnq of efection
onrr i nman1. n drral-ari hrr a:nh nnrrnl-rr

(vi) Anv other audit deemed necessarv bv the Bureau of

Election Audits to ensure public trust in the outcome of each

election.
(?\ To r:onclrrr:l- nerformanr:e audits of the ooerations of

elections svstems and processes at least once everv five vears.

The audits shafl include:

(i) An audit of each countv election office in the

Commonwealth.

202LD0 4 B 53 9



1,

2

3

4

(ii) An audit of the Decartment of State's election

eguipment certification process.

(iii) An auclit of the Statewide voter reoistration svstem,

'i nr:l ucli no an aucli I of t he accuracv of the list of reoistered

5 electors.

(iv) An audit of the Department of Staters administration of

electi-ons.
(v) Anv other audit deemed necessarv bv the Bureau of

E'l eetion Arrclits to enslrre n bl-ic trust in the election

administral_ ion in this Commonwealth.

(3) To pubficfv post audit methodoloqies for each of the

audits required under this secti-on, includinq on the Auditor

General's publ-icl-v accessible f nternet website and the

Department of Staters publiclv accessible fnternet website.
( 4\ To nrrb'l 'i r:'l rr no st the results of each audit reouired

6

1

9

10

11

L2

13

L4

15

L6

t7

1B

I9

20

2L

22

23

24

25

26

21

2B

29

30

rrncieT this secti n fn I(- rrri'i nrr r') the Arrditor General I s oubl i cl v

accessible fnternet website, the Department of State's pubficfv

accessibfe Tnternet website and each countvfs publiclv

accessible Internet websi-te.

a rrcl i I ecl rrncle r this section n sll rino that the corrective action

pfan addresses deficlencies identified bv an audit and that the

nl an i s srrr:r:essfrrl I rr executed to remediate deficrencies.
(6\ T f a ful1 manuaf T ocr)n n of an election is undertaken.t

the Bureau of Election audits shal1 not be required to perform

t-he aucli t recrui recl ll der paraoraph (1) (i).

(f) The duties of the countv board of elections shafl

incl-ude:

(1) Cooperatinq with the Bureau of Election Audits to enabl-e

efficient conduct of audits requi-red under subsecti-on (d).

202ID0 4 B 53 10



(2\ Coooerat-ino with the Bureau o f trl cr:t 'i on Arrcl i t s Lo oost

the resrrlts of arrdits conducted in tha I r:orrnt\/ As rectu i recl rrncler

subsection (e) (4).

(3) Hol cli no a nrrbl'i c meeli l'raj-uroon lha I hird Satur cla rz

after an election and the fourth Thrrrsclav aft-er an election, at

which the board shaff make oublic I rr arrai I ahl e to the resi cients

of the countv the results of audits conducte .i rrncler .srrbsecti on

(d) .

(4\ Subm'i tt ino to the Deoa ont of State a I ono wi th t-he

cert'i f i ecl resu'l t.s of the el ect--i a rpna) tT w1 rh the res rrl t ofD

the audits conducted under subsection (e) (3) . The report shall-

include the fo
(i) The overall accuracv of el er:fion resrr'l ts as r:onf.i rmecl bv

1-

2

3

4

5

6

1

B

9

1"0
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L2

13

I4

15

L6

1,1

1B
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24

25

26

21

2B

29

30

the audits under subsection (e) (3).

(i i ) A clescrioti on of anv nrohl om r .l s rFne.) l ncaes

encountered in the admini-strati-on of the election.
(iii) The identified causes of anv problems or

discrepanci-es.
(iv) Recommended corrective actions with resner:t 1.o arzoici'i ncr

nr mi l'i n:t i na rnrz nrnh A m eI r d a ies in future el- aal- i nn o

(5) Developinq a correcti-ve action plan to address anv

findinos of error or deficiencv w'i th.i n an arrcl i I r:onclrrr:tecl uncler

this section.
(q) The duties of the Dep artment of State shal1 incfude:

(l-) Cooperatinq with the Bureau of El-ection Audits to enabl-e

efficient conduct of each audit reouired under subsection (e) .

(2\ Cooperatinq with the Bureau of Election Audits to post

the methodol-oqles and results of audits conducted in this

Commonweal-th as required under subsection (e) (3) and (4) .

(3) To develop a corrective action pl-an to address anv

202LD0 4 B 53 11



findinos of error or deficiencrz w'i th i n an aucli t concirrctecl rrnder

this secti-on

Sect-i on 109- Soecial Standino in Challen af s to the El ecti on

Code --- (a) Tn a -i rrcli c'i al oro pd'i n rr i n whi h all or(- nart of

this act 1s alleqed to be unconsti-tutional, either or both

chambers of the General Assemb \/ - srrl^ri er:t to subseci- i on (b ) .

shall have soecial standino to intervene as a nartrz in the

action and to defend the act.
(b) The fol-lowinq shall applv:

(1) Speciaf standinq to i ntervene as a oartv under

subsection (a) for the Senate shall resuire an action of the

Senate Subcommittee on Manaqement Operation as provided under

section 2.1, of the act of Januar\/ 10- 1968 (196'l P-L-g?5-

No.417). referred to as the Leolslative Of f i r:ers ancl Emnl orzes

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

6

9

10

11

L2

13

L4

15

I6

L7

1B

1,9

20

2I

22

23

24

25

26

21

2B

29

30

Law.

(2\ Special standinq to inLervene as a partv under

subsection (a) for the House of Representatives shal-] reguire an

action of the Bi-partisan Management Committee as provided under

I n2l 1 f L a ive Officers and Em1 I sL
T s

Assemblv under this section shall not constitute a waiver of

soverei-qn immunitv, leqislative privi-leqe or other privileqe or

immunitv.

(d) This section shal-l- not make either or both chambers of

the General- Assemblv a necessarv or indispensable partv to an

action. A partv to an action mav not name either or both

chambers of the General- Assemblv as a partv or move to -ioin

either or both chambers of the General Assembl-v as a partv based

on this section.

(c) Tntervention bv either or hol_ h hamho of the General(-.

{e) No NS

2021D0 4 B 53
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standino of eit cr or both chamkrers or an individua I mcmber of

the General As emblrz in a iuci'i r:ial oroceedr anwh'i r:h lhe

subiect matter relates to sner:i f ic nowers rtniotre to a

I eoi slator's fun n under the Con st i trrt i on f Pcnn srz lv A naar-f a)a

1-

2

3

4

5

6

7

B

9
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11

L2

r-3

L4

15

1,6

t1

1B

L9

20

2I

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

beinq diminished or impaired.

Section 3. Secti-on 20I of the act is amended to read:

Section 20L. Powers and Duties of the Secretary of the

Commonweal-th.--The Secretary of the Commonwealth shal-l- exercise

in the manner provided by this act all powers granted to him by

this act, and shall- perform al-f, the duties imposed upon him by

this act, which shal-l- incl-ude the following:

(a) To determine, in accordance with the provisions of this

act, the forms of nomlnation petitions and papers, expense

accounts and al-l other forms and records, the form of which he

is required to determine under the provisj-ons of this act.

(b) To examine and reexamine voti-ng machines, and to approve

or dlsapprove them for use in this State, in accordance with the

provisions of this act. The secretary shal-l not approve any

voting machine for any electlon, Federal or State, in this

Commonwealth, that does not comply with the requirements of

section 301- of the Help America Vote Act of 2002 (Public Law

101-252, 42 U.S.C. S 15481).

(c) To certify to county boards of elections for primaries

and elections the names of the candi-dates for President and

Vice-Presi-dent of the United States, presJ-dential electors,

United States senators, representatives in Congress and al-l

State offices, including senators, representatives, and judges

of all- courts of record, and del-egates and al-ternate delegates

to National Conventions, and members of State committees, and

the form and wording of constitutional amendments or other
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questions to be submitted to the efectors of the State at large.

(d) To receive and determine, ds hereinafter provided' the

sufficiency of nomination petitions, certificates and papers of

candidates for President of the United States, presidential-

electors, United States senators, representatives in Congress

and al-l State offices, including senators, representati-ves and

judges of afl courts of record, and del-egates and alternate

delegates to National Conventions and members of State

committees.

(e) To recei-ve such reports from county boards of elections

as are required by this act, and to demand such additj-onal

reports on speci-al matters as he may deem necessary.

(e.1) To receive from county boards of efections information

on voting system errors or difficulties or other election data

pursuant to regulation.

(f) To receive from county boards of elections the returns

of primaries and efections, to canvass and compute the votes

cast for candidates and upon questions as required by the

provisions of this act; to proclaim the results of such

primaries and elections, wi thin three davs after rer:ei nt of

returns from all r:orrntie.s and to issue certifi-cates of election

to the successful candj-dates at such elections, except in cases

where that duty is imposed by law on another offlcer or board.

t(f.1) To develop a voluntary professional certification and

pol1 worker training program for county election officials in

consultation with county boards of elections. l

(f.2) To order a county board to conduct a recount or

recanvass of an el-ection under section 1404 for a public office

which appears on the baflot in every efection di-strict in thls

Commonwealth or for a ballot question which appears on the
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1

.)
L

bal-lot in every election district in this Commonweal-th.

(q) To perform onfv such other duties relatino to el er:ti ons

3 as tiiay, be prescribed by law,l authorized bv this act or bv 25

4 Pa. C. S . (rel-atinq to elections ) .

5 (h) To establj-sh a system for the remedy of complaints

6 regarding t.he administration of the provisj-ons of Title III of

7 the Help Amerj-ca Vote Act of 2002 (Public Law 701-252, 42 U.S.C

S 15481 et seq. ) .

(i) To obtain and maintain uniformltv in the interpretatlon
and implementation of election 1aws.

(i ) To orovide uniform standards for the Drooer, accurate

and uniform implementati-on of rzoter reqistration laws and

records

(k) To actlvelv seek out and collect the data and statistics

necessarv to knowfedqeablv scrutinize the effectiveness of

election laws.

( I ) To nrorri cle le chnical assistance to elec I i on cl i rer:f ors -

m To maintain A V Tfr hotline and orovide electionnlo errrl

B

9

10

1_ 1_

t2

13

I4
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1B
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fraud educati-on to the public.

(n) To provide to anv resistered efector upon request, and

free of charoe- a clrr rable nhoto identification card which mav be

used for the tru rposes of votinq.
(o) To publlsh bv December 31 of each odd-numbered vear the

official- instructions and procedures manuaf prescribed bv the

Pennsvl rran'i a El er:ti o Law Advisorv Board

(p) To receive anv private donations intended to contribute

to el-ection admlnistration or voter education in this

Commonwealth- ancl to cl is1-ribrrle the funds. or anv oublic funds

usecl for l-he nrrrno ses of rzo.l. er educat-ion. ecrlra I Iv across lhi s

Commonwealth based uoon the st recent census estimate of
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ci t-i zen voti no acre rloolr'l at.'i on - d'i q]_ri 1-rrrl .)n a) f n rivate funa cl s

must be approved bv the Election Law Advisorv Board

(q) To maintain a publiclv accessibfe Internet website usinq

a .sov domain name, on which the secretarv shal-] post

inf ormatlon reouired bv this ar:t. The web si le sha"l 'l aclcl'i t'i ona'l I v

adhere to oenerallv acceoted accoss'i h ili l-rz standards nr:'l rrcli ncrf

compatibilitv with screen readinq software.

(r) To retaln and make publicfv avail-abl-e anv conrmunications

relatinq to electi-on administration and sent between the

de na rtment and al lea t three count \/ elect i nn di ranlnr<

( s ) To clevel on a rrnif orm aooli r-a l_ a) nf a) Tre istered electa af ors

to rrodat-e their sionature of T cc.orrl n lonr rovide a medica

1
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I6

I1

1B

L9

20

2L

22

.ALA

25

26

21
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30

doctor's assessment of siqnature inconsistencv due to a medical

condition.
(t) To cooperate with an independent prosecutor appointed bv

the Attornev Generaf for each election cvcfe to review election

comolaints received bv the secretar and the r:orrnt rz hoa rcl s of

electi-ons.
(u) To publish on the department's publlcl-v accessible

Internet website the list of reqistered electors in each countv

and Stat wa cle - aj- I oe sl fiv rl a rz n rior to an electi nn

(v) To reimburse counties for the cost of annual traininq

required under section 1302-E.

(w) To create and oublish, prior to the proclamation of

resufts in a primarv or election, a combined record of the

reqistered efectors in this Commonwealth as of the date of the

primarv or el-ection, toqether with the record of participation

in the orimarv or election bv each reoi-stered el-ector, submitted

bv counties under section 1404 (c) . The record shall be publ-ished

on the departmentrs publicl-v accessible Internet website, made
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avaifabl-e upon reguest to anv efector and retained for a period

of five vears. A phvsical copv of the record required under this

subsection must be created, dated and retained for a period of

five vears.
(x) In addition to the reouiremen ls a) f 25 Pa.C.S ch 15

1

2
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5
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1

B
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(relatinq to chanqes in record), to seek a record of all deaths

amonq residents of this Commonwealth, and each month to compare

the records with the list of e-Lectors in the Statewide Uniform

Reqistrv of El-ectors, and for anv elector found to be deceased,

to notifv the elector's countv of residence.

(v) fn addition to the resuirements of 25 Pa.C.S. Ch. 15, to
ful-lv participate in the Electronic Reqistration Information

Center (ERfC) and to utifize ail available information received

throuqh that svstem and throuqh the National Chanqe of Address

svstem to ensure the accuracv of the Statewide Uni-form Reqistrv

of Electors and the continued eliqibilitv of alI reqistered

efectors in this Commonwealth.

(z) To receive from counties a monthfv report of anv newlv

reqistered e]ector who was previouslv reqistered in another

state and to notifv the chief elections administrator in that

state of the el-ector's reqistration in this Commonwealth.

(2.L) To create and mainta:-n a trackinq svstem for each

quafified mail-in or absentee elector to track the status of an

ann'l i r:ai-'i on for a mai I - sentee ballot, the date on whichano r al-l

an elector's ballot is prepared, the date on which an elector's

ballot is mailed, the date on which an elector I s bal-lot is

recei rrecl anci the clate on wh i r:h an electorrs ballot is Dre-

canvassed or canvassed.

Secti-on 4. The act is

Section 2.09- Renorts o

amended by adding a section to read:

Elections.--(a)n Tmol

2021,D0 4I53 I1
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No .l ater than 60 clavs after ri n the Brr rearr of,an c'l er- n

Commissions. elections and leoisl A tion o f l_he l)enartment of

State shalI issue a reoort to t- hc r'hai r and minorit rr r:hair of

the State Gorrernment Commi t.t-ee f lhc So ela An n r.i the chair ancl

minori-tv chair of the State Government Committee of the House of

Reoresentatives. A coov of t e renort shal I al so be macle

available on the Deoartment of Staters nrrkll 'i r:'l rr a r:cess i b'l e

Internet website.
(b) The renort uncier subsecti ha ll incfude onl.)n /a\ s rz l.he

foll-owinq i-nformation relatinq to the administration of the

election bv the Deoartment of St 1.e- a eountv boarcl of elect-ions

or a reoistration commission est ahlisheci r:ncler ?5 Pa-C-S- S
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1203 (a) (relatinq to commissions) :

(1) For each coirntv and the s T I hi onimonwealtrrm fo q( h- lhe

number of applications for an absentee bal-lot which were

received bv the countv board of elections.
(2\ For each countv and the sum for this Commonwealth, the

number of aoolications for a mail-in ba I I o1_ wh i r:h were rer:e'i rrecl

bv the countv board of elections.
(3) For each countv and the sum for this Commonwealth, the

number of applications for an absentee ballot which were

approved bv the countv board of elections

(4) For each countv and the sum for this Commonweafth, the

number of applications for a mail--in ba1lot which were approved

bv the countv board of electlons.

(5) For each countv and the sum for this Commonwealth, the

number of absentee ballots which were voted bv qualified

efectors.
( 6 ) For ea r:h r:orrnt rr ancl 1-he sum for this Commonweafth, the

nrrmhc T of ma which were voted bv oualified
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efectors.
(1\ For each countv anci the s 'llm far I his C ommo nwe al1-h- the

number of provisional ballots cast under section 7270 (a.4).

(B) For each countv and the sum for th'i s Commonweal th. the

nrrmber of orralified electors votin b aaf nrorrisional ba'l lot

under section 1306 (b) (2) .

(g) For each countv ancl the s rrm f ar lh'i s Cnmmo alth thenwF

number of qualified electors vot 'i no bv orovisional ballot under

sectlon 1306-D(b) (2).

(10) For each countv and the s rm for 1-his Commonwealth- t.he

nrrmber of orovisional ballots under na raoranh (7\ which were

1

2

3

4

\

6

1

oU

9
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T2

t-3

74
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I1

1B

L9
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2I
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25

26

27

2B

29

30

canvassed.

(1'1 ) For each corrnl,v and t-he 1tm f T t his Commona) weal l-h - the

number of provisionaf bal-lots under parasraph (B) which were

canvassed.

(I2\ For each countv and the sum f or this Commonwea'l th- the

nrrmber of orovi s'i ona l ballots rrnrio T NA T eaf ranh( 9 whi r:h were

canvassed.

('1 i) (Reserrzecl) -

(1,4\ For each countv and the lrm for l-his Commonwealth- t-he

number of polling pl-aces in school- buil-dinqs.
(15) For each countv, the date, startinq time and ending

time that the countv board of el-ections met to pre-canvass

absentee ballots and maif-in bal-lots under section l-308 (q) (1.1).

(16) For each countv. the dat startin (i time and en cli noe_

tlme that the countv board of elections met to canvass absentee

ballots and mail-in ballots under section 1308 (q) (2) .

(17) For each countv and the sum for this Commonweal-th, the

number of absentee bal-lots which were challenqed under section

1,302.2 (c\ .
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(18) For each r:orrntv and the slrm for this Commonweal th - the

number of mail- n ba'l I ots whi ch were challenoed unrler ser:ti on

1,302.2-D (a\ (2) .

(19) For each countv and the sum for this C wealth. the

nrrmber of absentee ballots subie I l-o r:hal lencres rrncler Daraoraoh

(17) which were not canvassed.

(20\ For each countv ancl the slrm for this onweal th - the

number of mail-l n l-ra-l l ots subiect to challenoes under naraoranh

R) which were no1 ]_ n:nrz:<<orl

(2L\ The number of inci-dent known to the Deoartment- of

Stal-e- eountv boarcis of election s.) Tre .I istr a l 'i on comm'i s s'i on s

relatlnq to each of the followinq categories:
(i) An absente e hal I ot or mai I -i n ballot- whi ch WAS S enl to

h wron indivi-dua1

(ii) An absentee ba1lot or mai l-in ballot which was voted bv

1,

2
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4

5

6

1
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10

11
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14

1_5

t6

I1

1B

t9

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

21

2B

29

30

an individual other than the i rrclirriclrral who aooliecl for the

absentee ballot or mail-in ball-ot

{.i .i i ) An absentee bal lot o il-in balfot wh i r:h wasrma

returned to the r:orrntrr boarcl of elections bv a maa n s other than

ermitted b law.

(22\ To the extent consistent wil-h Federal ancl State law. a

rerri ew of anv ac.:ti on taken hrv t hc f)ona rlmo f StateJ.on r:orrn1-rr

board of elections or reoistrati- n commissions in resoonse to an

incident- under oaraoraoh (21\. inclu cli no cleterm'i nati ons macle on

t-he incicJent- .l eoal actions 1-l ari anrl referrals toI law

enforcement.

(23\ A review of issues or i nr:idenls enr:orintered with an

electronic votino svstem that re.:ei rrecl l-he arrrlro\/A I of the

Secretarv of the Commonwealth under section 1105-A, includinq

technical issues encountered at pol-linq places.
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(c) The Decartment of State shafl develop a process to

collect data required to be incfuded in the report under

subseeilon (b) from each countv board of el-ecti-ons which

r:onclucts an electr a'l n A nd oe r-h oistration commission under 25

Pa.C.S. Pt. IV (re]atinq to voter resistration) in a countv

whlch conducts an el-ecti-on, as appficabfe. A countv board of

elections or reqistration commi-ssion under this subsection shall

compl-v with the process for submission of data under this

tion no later than 45 saf T n I l

Section 5. Section 302(f), (k) and (m) of the act are

amended and the section 1s amended by adding subsections to

read:

Section 302. Powers and Duties of County Boards. --The county

boards of elections, within their respective counties, shall

exercise, in the manner provided by this act, alf powers granted

to them by this act, and shall- perform all the duties imposed

upon them by this act, which shal-f include the following:

recru'l ati on.s an.l i ns

(f) [To make and issue such rules, regulations and

instructions. not inconsistent with law, as they may deem

necesaary for the guidance of votlng machine custodians,

elections officers and electors. l To folfow and obev rules,

tructions as are included for each election

the manual of T I n

(k) To receive from district election officers the returns

of all prlmaries and elections, to canvass and compute the same,

and to certify, no fater than the lthird Monday] fourth Frldav

following the primary or electi on, the results thereof to the

Secretary of the Commonwealthr ds may be provided by 1aw, and to
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1 such other authoritj-es as may be provided by l-aw. The

2 cerltfication shall- incl-ude the number of votes received in each

3 election district by each candidate for the General- Assembly [. ]

and a comolete record of each r oi stered e'l er:j-ori n the countv4
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on the clate of t.he el ect-i on, inc rrdi nrr r^rh ir-h T oaf istered efe r:l- o rs

are recorded as parti-cipatinq in that electi-on and the arti-cle

of this act under which each elector voted.

(m) To prepare and submit, within

day to register to vote in each pri-ma

election, a report to the Secretary o

form prescribed by him, which shal-l c

total number of electors registered i

toqether with a breakdown of registra

party or other designation. Copies of

furnJ-shed, upon request, to the count

political party and poli-tical body [ . ]

countv board of electionrs publiclv a

twenty days after the last

ry, municipal and general

f the Commonwealth in the

ontain a statement of the

n each electlon district,

tion by each political

said statement shal-l- be

y chairman of each

and shal-l- be posted to the

ccessible fnternet website.

The Secretary of the Commonweal-th shal1 forthwith submit such

information to the Legislative Data Processing Center and shal-1

publicly report the total number of reglstered efectors for each

political party or other designation in each county not later

than five days prior to the primary, municipal or general

election.

(q) To maintain a publ-icfv accessib]e Internet website usinq

a - aro\z cioma in name. The welr s 1 shall additionallv adhere toI

generaffV accepted accessibilitv standards, includinq

compatibilitv with screen readinq software.
( r) To decl i ne to a.:r:en anv pri-vate donation or
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cont-ri but i on for the rllrrr>oses of nnoral i ndF e ctions emnl orri noI1

2

3

staf f or select ino ancl eolriDDi an.) 11in lace or fcf l-) or ltse 'l n

voter education, unl-ess received from the secretarv under a

4 distribution provi-ded for in section 201(h) .

(s) To orovide to each reois l.ereci eler:tor in a corrntv-

within one vear of the effecti rialo rl f his subsectt i on ancl

upon new or updated reqistration after the effective date of

this subsection, or at the request of an elector, a durabl-e

voter reoistration card, includ ino a sr:annable iclenlification

code and a likeness of a reoistered electo rIs .siona.1-rrre- A

countv board of elect-ions shali inve sri afate the circ rrmstana:es of

anv reoistrat-ion card returned e.q rrnrlo liverable b the IIn i t ecl
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States Postal Service. The investiqation shalf include

contactinq the appl-icant, further attempts to have his or her

reqistration card deli-vered and the correction or

reconsideration of his or her reqistration status and reqistered

address, if thev are found to be incorrect

(t) To capture and store siqnatures submitted bv an elector

for use in matchinq an elector's siqnature under the

reguirements of this act.
(u) To imofement the minimum Vot er education standar cls

established under section I302-E and to conduct additional

nonpartisan education efforts as necessarv to ensure that
alor.J-nr<r h:rza : r^rnrlz-inn lrnnurlarina af lha rrnl-inn nr^-aqq

V To rcn ort to the election 1aw advisorv board, bv

December 31 of each qeneral election vear, a detailed

other i nformati on that ma be usefuf in evaluatino the

effectiveness of voter education.

(w) To purchase electronic poll books for use as the

202LD04853 23



1 district register in each eleetion district within o

2 after the effective date of th:-s subsection. The electronic poll

books must orovide an elector with the ab lir rz to s.ran his or3

4

q

6

her driverts license or his or ho oto rre istratlon carV .T rcl in

order to have his or her eliqibilitv to vote verified, and must

have a means for an elector to e]ectronicallv record his or her

7 siqnature.

B (x) To provide each election district with at least one

accessible votino machine aDDr the secretar undead hrr r th'i s9
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act.
(v) To publish at each pollinq pface the voter bill of

riqhts, senior voter bill of riqhts and disabl-ed voter bill of

riqhts established bv this act.
(z\ To provide copies of the voter bill of riqhts, senior

voter bill of riohts and disabled voter bill of riohts durino

the process of supervised votinq established bv this act.
(2.7) To review anv pollinq place where voters waited longer

than 30 minutes to cast a bal-lot and to identifv and enact plans

l-a : I -l arzi :la rn\7 qrrah ur: i I n^ 1_ima fn frrlrrra a'l anl'i nnqf T

(2.2) For counties with a population of fewer than 100,000

at the time of the most recent Federaf decennial census, to

collaborate with other counties to share resources or propertv

regui-red for the administratlon of votinq bv absentee and mail-

in electors. The col-l-aboration is not resuired and participation

in anv resource sharinq shall be at the discretlon of each

countv board.

(z ?\ In addition to th T ec'] i irements of 25 Pa-C-S- Ch- 15.

to seek a record of all deaths among residents of the countv and

each month t-o comDare the recor ds with the list of reqistered

e'l ect-ors 'i n the r:orrntv^ A rcoi tered elector whose first and
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l-ast name, date of birth and la I forrr cliclit.s of the eIectorIs

Social Securitv number are founcl on a death rec:orcl sha I I be

sub-i ect to immediate removal f rom the SURE srrstem- The lor:al

h 1 orb maa

(z.-4\ To enter into an aore tn with the U n.i f i ecl ,Tucl'i r:i al

Svstem of Pennsvl-vania to receive a record of anv countv

resi-dent who claims ineliqibili-tv for service as a iuror under

42 Pa.C.S. S 4502 (relatinq to ra I 'i f i r:at i ons of iirrors ) anci to

investioate the reoistration status o f an\/ reoi stered el ector

who cl a i med 'i nel i oi bi 'l itv to se o eq a -1 ll ror on the ba sis of a

lack of citizenship.
(2.5) To cooperate with the department to anv desree

necessarv in the creation of th srrstem recnr i recl rrncler secl- i on
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20I (z.I\ .

Section

Section

The act

Count-v

6 is amended by adding a section to read:

313. Boards fE1 ctions and Satela) e I i te

Offices. --fn addition to the permanent offices operated bv anv

countv board of elections, the board mav, as necessarv,

establish additional satellite electi-on offir:es if l-he .salellite

election office established under this se r:f i on r:omnl 'i es wi th the

resuirements under this section. The fol-lowinq shall applv:

(a) A satellite el-ection office must meet the requirements

for and be subiect to the same restrictions as a oollino olace

under this act.
(b) A satel-lite election office must offer the same services

and caoabilities as the oermanent offices main l_ai ned brz the

countv board of elections.
(c) A satel-l-ite election office must be operated bv paid

staff of the countv board of elections.
(d) A board establ-ishinq satel-lite efection offices must
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ensure that- the -l ocal- i on of t offices are oeooraohicallvL

2

3

4

5

distribut-ecl Across the cor:nlrr^

(e) A satellij-e election a) ffi e must- be establ'i shecl wi thi n a(-

rlermanent hl ildin at T nlt rr'l.).qc s of thi s sect-i on - a oermanentF

brrilclino s en\l o:<istinrr qfrrrr-1_r r re not temnora ri I rz erer:1- ecl f or1

6 use as a satell-ite electlon office.
(f ) The I ocat.i on ancl horrrs of ooeration of a satellite

election of f i r:e shal I be Announ d at least 30 davs orior to i ls

establishment.
(o) After the establis hmo n lo in-oerson earlv votino uncler

Artir:'l e XT TI-F a satal I 'i lo elect-ion offir:e mav onlrr he

esl aLl lished he same nremises as ear'l rr rrot'i no locations in a:l 1-
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countv.

Section 1. Section 472.2(a) and (f) of the act are amended

and the section is amended by adding a subsection to read:

Section 41,2.2. Compensation of District El-ection Officers.--
(a) In all counties regardless of class, judges of election,
inspectors of election, clerks and machine operators shal-l- be

paid compensation as fixed by the county board of efections for
each election, which amount shall be at feast t$751 $175 and not

more than t$2001 $300.

***

(f) The individual furnishing transportation to the judge of
election and the minority inspector in transmitting returns and

bal-fot boxes shall be entitled to [a minimqm of 35+] the

standard mi leaoe rate .sef hrz the fnternal Revenue Serrzi ce for

the current vear per circul-ar mile from the polling place to the

county court house. The name of the lndividual shal-l appear on

the voucher of the judge of election and only one individual may

receive mileage compensation.
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(i ) The deoartment shall reimburse corrnt'i es f or ha'l f the

cost of pavments made unde r srrbsections (a) and (f)

Section B. The act is amended by adding an article to read:

ARTICLE VII-A

REGISTRATION OF ELECTORS

SUBART]CT,tr A

PRELIMINARY PROVISTONS

Secti-on 7 0 0-A. Def initions .

The fol-l-owins words and phrases when used in this articl-e

shall have the meaninqs qiven to them in this section unfess the

context clearlv indicates otherwise:

"Aooficant. " An individuaf who a 1111 lies to he reo'i sl-ered to

vote as orovided for under this arl icle and 25 Pa.C.S PI T\/
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(relatinq to voter resistration).

"Commission." A reqistration commr-ssr-on established under 25

Pa.C.S. S l-203 (re]atinq to commissions).

"Commissioner." A member of a commission.

"Countv. " A countv of this Commonwealth. The te rm i nr:l rrcles a

countv within which is located a f the first class or wit hI(-. lrr o

which a ci-tv of the first class i-s coextensive.
tt Denartment. " The De artment of State of tn ha /-nmmrrnr^ro: I lh

"District." An efection district or precinct of a

municipal-itv.

"District resi-ster. " The list of reqistered electors
prepared bv the commission under 25 Pa.C.S. S 1402 (relatins to
district reqisters).

"El-ection. " A generaf , special-, municipal or primarv

el-ection.
ttGenera'l e'l er:f i on The election which the Constitution of
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Pennsvlvania reguires to be heid in even-numbered vears.

"General- register." The list of registered electors prepared

bv the commission under 25 Pa.C.S. S 140L (rel-atinq to seneraf

reqister).

"In militarv service." Servinq in the uniformed servi-ces as

clef ined in secti a) lln1 2 a) f fho areer Comoensation Act of f949

(PubIic Law B1--350, 63 Stat. 801) or servi-nq in the Pennsvlvania

National Guard.

"Members of the United States merchant marine. " Anv of the

followinq:

(1) Individuals empfoved as officers or members of crews

of vessels documented under the law of the United States or

of vessel-s owned bv the United States or of vessels of

foreign-fl-aq reqistrv under charter to or control- of the

United States. This parasraph does not include individuals in

militarv service.
(?\ Individu a 1 so r.)n 11 with the United States forerl

emplovment or for tralninq for emplovment or maintained bv

the United States for emersencv rel-ief service as officers or

members of crews of vessels referred to in oaraoraph (1) . The

term does n of include individuals in militarv service or

individuals emploved or enrol-1ed for empfovment or for

t ra i n i no f or emn.l orrment or ma'i tained for emeroencv refief on

the Greal T,akes or I he infand waterwavs.
ilMi I tar elector Anv of the followino:

(1) An individual in mrlitarv service and the

individual's spouse and dependents.

(?\ An 'i nciirrici ual in th F merchant marine and the

individual's spouse and dependents.

(3) An individual in a reliqious or wel-fare qroup
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officiallv attached to and ser rr.i no wi th the armed forces of

the United States and the indi-vidual's spouse and dependents

(4) An individual who is a civilian empfoye€ af tlle

United States outside the ter i tori a I 'l i mi t s of lhe IIn'i tecl
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States. whether or not the indivi rlual is sub -l ect 1-o the r:.i rri I

service laws and whether or not the individuaf is paid from

funds appropriated bv Conqress, and the i-ndividual's spouse

and dependents.

"Municipal- electi-on." The el-ecti-on which the Constitution of

Pennsyl-vania reguires to be hel-d in odd-numlesed yeerj;.

"Municipalitv. " A citv, borough, town or township.

"Partv. " Anv of the foflowinq:
(1) A partv or political- bodv, one of whose candidates

at the qeneral el-ection immediatelv precedinq the primarv:

(i) oolled, in each of at least 10 counties, at

least 2Z of the l-aroest entire vote cast in the countv

for anv elected candidate; and

(ii) polled a total- vote in this Commonweafth esual-

to at l-east 2Z of the l-arqest entire vote cast in this

Commonweal-th for anv elected candidate.

2 A art or n.) litical bodv. one of whose candidatest')

at either the seneral- or murricipal election precedinq the

primarv po]led at least 58 of the larqest entire vote cast

for an\/ e'l er:tecl can didate in anv countv.

"Pofitical bodv. " A political bodv not recosnized as a

political 'oartv which has filed proper nomination papers as

required bv l-aw.

tr Pri ma rrr A le ction. " An e 1 ction for the nomination of

r:anci'i tes.

"Publ-ic office. " Anv Federal-, State or pof itical
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subdivision. office or o s'i l- i on of emnl ovmentl-) rcafl't 1 ra naf the

individual elected or annointecl to render nrrbl'i sAr\/ ice for A

fixecl fee or comnensation- The term doe s not i ncl rrcie t-he of f ice

of notarv publ-ic or commi-ssioner of deeds.

ttOra I 'i f i ecl el er:tor - tt An aool .i r-an.l- \^rhrt nns SESSES a'l 'l of the

oualifications for votino Dres r:ribed bv the Constitrrtion of

Pennsvfvania and the laws of this Commonwealth or who- beino

otherwise oualified bv contin eci resi cienr:e 'i n the e'l ect ion

clist rict . obt-ains such oualif icati- ons hefore the nexl- ensrrino

el-ecti-on. The term does not include a militarv el-ector.
tfRecri sl rant rt or tt reoi stereci e l ar-1-nr ll cf 11 alified el er:tor

who 'i s reoistered to rzote i n acc rrianr-o r^ri th lh rticle anci ?\a sa

Pa. C. S . Pt. IV.

"Reoistration card. 'r A reoistra li on rer:ord contai n.i no all

i nformat.'i on recrlri reci on the reoi sl T al- aon a licatnn .i on - i ncl ucli no
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the el er:lorf s si onatrrre- ancl sui al-r'l o Rnarlc fo T hI insertio n hrz

the aDoropriate official of lhe fol low'i no 'i nformation:

(1) The ward and electi n cJ'i .strict of resiclence-

2 Tho roaf istrant I s stre al:rldraqq

(3) Data reouired to be oiv en lrnr.ln remo\/Al from the

registrantt s residence.

(4\ The date of each election at which the resistrant

votes.
(5) The number and lett-er of the stub of t he ba'l I ot

issued to the reqistrant or the reqistrantrs number in the

orcler f admission t the votin machineo (1

(6) The initials of the election officer who enters the

record of votinq in the district reqister.
(7) Whether the reqistrant needs assistance to vote and,

if so, the nature of the disabilitv.
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ItReoistration records - tt The afoneral re atl s t er- cl islrict1
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reoist-er and anv ot-her record of T eaf sl ration maintaa 'i n ecl brz a

commission. The term incl-udes anv record maintained bv the

commission on the Statewide Uniform Reqistrv of El-ectors.

"Secretarv.I' The Secretarv of the Commonweal-th.

"Statewide Uniform Reoistrv of Electors" or tt STIRE srzstem - tt

The inteqrated voter registration svstem of all reqistered

elect-ors in this Commonweafth e lal-r'l 'i shod in2 5 Pa. C. S . Ch. 1,2

Subch. B (rel-atinq to Statewide Uniform Registrv of El-ectors

(SURE) ) .

SUBARTICLE B

OUALIFICATIONS

Section 701-A. Oualifications to resister.
(a) Eliqibil-itv.--An individual who will be at least 1B

vears of age on the dav of the next election, who has been a

citizen of the United States for at least one month prior to the

next election and who has resided in this Commonwealth and the

el-ection district where the individuaf offers to vote for at

feast 30 davs prior to the next ensuinq election.
(b) Effect.--No i-ndividual shal-l- be permitted to vote at anv

election unless the individuaf 1s reqistered under this

srrkrser:t i on - excen tas rovided bv law or bv order of a court ofn

common pfeas. No registered elector shall be required to

reqister agai-n for anv election while the elector contlnues to

reside at the same address.

(c) Removal of resj-dence.--Except as otherwise prov-ided

to voter

reo'i strat'i on ) a reo'i .s1-ered el e tor who removes residence from

one nl ar:e l-o anol-hc r outside the elector's last- election

clisl-rir:t shall nol- l^ro F led to vote in the el ect ion cli st.ri ctl-I I

2027D04853

n

31



of the elector's last resi ncel exr:enl- nrrrsuanl- to the

provrsr_ons of this section and 25 Pa.C.S. SS 15 01(b) (relatino

to removal not-ices), 7502 (relati 1.ransfer of recri strat ion)nol_

ancl 190? (relatino to orocedure for votin .r f ol I owi no f a-i I rrre to

return notification card) .

Section '7 02-A. Res i clenr:e of e'l ectors -

(a ) Generaf rul-e . --
(1) For the Driroose of re CT istration anci rzotino. no

'i ncl .i vi clrra.l sha I 'l be cleemed t harzo are ined a resi clenr:c krrz

reason of nresence or I ost a r oqi dcnno 1'rrz T oason of abs en rte

in anv of the followinq circumstances:

(i) Beinq emploved in the service, either civil or

militarv, of this Commonwealth or of the United States.
(ii) Beino enoaoed in the narzi oati on of the waters

of this Commonwealth or of the United S1-ates or cln 1-he
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hiqh seas.

(iii) Beinq in an -i-nstitution at public expense.

This suboaraoraoh does not aDn'l rr to a rreteran who resi cles

i n a home for disabled and in .t afo nt soldiers anda sa i 'l ors

ma'i nta i necl bv the Commonweal h Strr- a veteran mah rr cl er:t

to utilize that residence for resistration and voting or

elect to vote as an absentee efector bv the use of an

absentee ballot

Q) Nothinq in parasraph (1) shall- preclude anv efector

eliqible under section 701-A from establishinq the district

of residence as the el-ection di-strict of residence under

subsection (b).

(3) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, no

cjeemecl a res ident of the election district where the
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institution is located. The individual shall be deemed to

reside where the individual was last reqistered before beinq

confined in the oenal institution, or, if there was no

reoistration orior to confin nl- the inclirriclrra'l .sha.l I be
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deemed to reside at the last known address before

confinement.

(4\ An individual who resides at a mental health

facilitv, if otherwlse qual-ified under section 701-A, shall-

be deemed at the individual's option a resident in one of the

followins:
(i) The district where the i-nstitution is located.
(ii) The district where the individual was last

reqistered to vote before enterinq the instltution. For

purDoses of this subparaoraph, if the individual was not

reoistered before enterrn af the institu l_'i on- the

individual shall- be deemed o reside at the last known

address before enterinq the institution.
(b) Rules for determination.--The followinq applv:

(l-) That the place shal-] be considered the residence of

an individua] in which habitation is fixed and to which,

whenever the individual- is absent, the individual has the

intention of returninq.
(2\ An individuaf shafl not be considered to have lost

residence if the individual leaves home and goes into another

state or another election district for temporarv purposes

on'l v- wi th l-he 'i nt ntion of returninq.

3 An individ 1 shafl not be considered to have oainedlra

e residence in A n a I er.1- crn .la I s trict if the indiviclual comes

into that district for temporarv purposes onfv, without the
.i nt.ent i on of ma k'i no thal e'l ect
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of abode.

(4\ Tf an incl'i rriclua'l removes to another state with the

i ntent i on of makin .T th a1_ ql:lo the oermanent resi clence. the

i nci ividual s h A 1 I hc cr-rn q i rlo rori t-o have I ost res'i clenr:e i n lh'i s

Commonweafth.

(5) Tf an ind ividual r Fm.) s to another state wi th the

i ntent-i onofT Fme anr ncr lhcrc n inclefinite t-ime ancl makino

thal slatc the 1-) I a o.) fT os'i rl nce. the i ncii vi clua I sha I 'l be

aton.q r dered J-o ha\/A 'l osl raqi clence in th'i s Commonweallh-

notwi h

future period.
nite

(6) Tf an inclirriciral does into another state and. while

t-here- rzote.s in an electi-on held bv that state. the

i ncli rzi cjrral shall bo ata)n .q do T erl to have I ost res i dence i n th i sa
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Commonwealth.

(1 \ An incl i vi clua-l emnl oved 'i n the servi-ce of the Federal

Government or of the Commonwe alth and reouired therebv to be

absenl from the munaca 1')alit where the indiviclua I res i clecj

when enteri nrr lhel- cmn'l cr nt- ancl the snolrse of lhe

individual mav remain reoiste ed in the district where the

individrra I res i clecl 'i mmecl i a el-v pri-or to enterino that

emol ovment - ancl th e individual and the sDouse sha I I kre

enro-l 'l eci i n the fi na rl clesi onateci bv the i ncli rri clual1'l a) t a ICA

lhnors nouse wa trt clecl a ri no A res i cience brz sl r eet and number

as follows:

f Ani nd'i rz dual who reoisl.ers uncler t is Daraqraoh

f or Commonwea'l 1-h emnl ovment must Droduce a certificate

from the heacl of the Stal-e aoencv, under the seal of

off.i r:e- nro vidin hat tcrl he'i n dividrra I or t-he i nci i rri cirra I I s

snotr s er-1-rral lrr omnlr-r cl i n the serrzi r:e of lhe
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Commonwealth and orovidino th ture of the emnl orzmentFna

and the time when the ernplovee first entered the

emolovment. The commission shall reta 1n ce rt'i f i r:a1-es
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under this subparasraph.

(ii) The commission shall- note on the resistration
record of each individual registered under this paragrcph

the fact of Federal or State emplovment.

(iii) At l-east once everv two vears the commission

shal1 verifv the emplovment of the individual-s registered

under this parasraph at the proper Federal or State

office. If an individual is found to be no lonser a

Federal or State emplovee, the indivi-dual-'s reqistration

shall be canceled under 25 Pa.C.S. Ch. 15 (relatinq to

ha es in records

SUBARTICLE C

PROCEDURE

Section 721-A. Methods of voter reqistrati-on.

An -i nci ividual af 1'l alified to reqister to vote under section

701-A(a) mav applv to resister as fol-lows:

(1) Under section 122-A.

(2\ IIncJer sect'i on'72?-1-A-

(3) Under section 723-A.

(4) Under section 124-A.

(5) Under section 125-A.

Section 122-A. In-person voter reqistration
(a ) Genera I rule. --A11n licat-ions mav be submitted to reoi sl-er

to rrole or chan de na I rz on rn'lT nt or name or aclcl ress on a

current reoistration recorcl 'i n rl rson before the commission or a

commissioner. a reoi strar or a clerk at the office of the

commi s.si on or at nated bv the r:ommi ssi on - Thea
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applicant shal-f be advised that- anv intentionaf fafse statement1
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an

on the appl-ication constitutes p riurv and will be ounishable as

such. The appl-icant shall- provide the lnformation resuired on

the reqistration application and siqn the reqistrati-on

declaration. The commission shal1 Dreoare and orovide voter

registration applications for the purpose of reqistering

quafified electors in accordance with this section.

Notwithstandinq anv other provision of this articl-e and 25

Pa.C.S. Pt. IV (refatinq to voter reqistration), the commission

mav use a mai] registration aoolication for in-oerson

registration. The commissi-on sha11 mail the qualified e.l-ector an

identification card in accordance with section 728-A.

(b) Noti-ce.--The commission shalI, within a reasonable time,

publicl-v announce the address of each place of registrati-on, the

address of each office of the commissi-on established for the

reqistration of qualified electors other than its main office

d the da S a nrl h r s w h olace or office is ooen for the.)|t han I

registrat j-on of quaf if ied el-ectors. The announcement shall- be

made bv postinq notice at the pface or office and at the

commissionts main office and bv other means as the commissi-on

deems advisabl-e.

(c) Polls.--The election board of each countv shall- cause

anv polli-nq place to be open, in proper order for use, as a

ol ace of reoi sl rat i on crn ear:h dav when the ooflino oface is

cles'i recl hrz the commi ss a')n oa TT eatuired bv the orovisions of this

articfe and 25 Pa.C.S. Pt. fV for use as a place of

all

orovicle for the navmenl of renl Is for such oollino olaces and

of re AS T a n

(d) Schools - --The boarcl of orr
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school directors shall furnish srr i tahl e srlace 'i n anv nrrbl i c

school buildino under its iuri sclir:tion or contro] and shall

cause the sDace to be oDen and in nron e r orcler for use as a

o l ace of reoi strat i on on each when I hes r.lace i s clesi recl bv

the commi ssi on f or lrse as a ol aco crf rFar af nanacsi_f r t_ r:orclanr:e

with the provisions of this articl-e and 25 Pa.C.S. Pt. IV. Use

under this subsection mav not in terfere wi th school 'i nst-rtrction.

(e) Municioal buildinos. --The nroner aulhori tv i n the countv

or muni ci oal i tv shal I furnish su I alr I e qna r:einabui 'l 
cj 'i no rrncier

i ts -irrri.scli cti on or r-:ontro'l anci hal I .ansc .i- ce to be oncnho sr-)a

and i-n proper order for use as a place of registration on each

dav when the space is desired bv the commisslon for use as a

Dl-ace of reoistration. Use cler th'i s srrbsecl.i on mav not

interfere with the use for whl r:h the snac6 i s nrimari'l v
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desiqned.

Section 122.1,-A. Online voter reqistration.
(a) Appl-ication.--An appl-ication mav be submi-tted to

reqister to vote or chanqe partv enroflment or name or address

on a current reoistration record throu CTh an onfi ne anol'i cat-i on

devel-oped bv the secretarv and orovided on the deoartment's

publ-icl-v accessibf e Internet website. The applicant shall

provide the information required on the reqistration appfication

and electroni all \/ S1 afn he re istration declc'. I : raJ-'i nn

(b) Prohibition.--Except for an appl-ication developed under

subsection (a), no other application or thlrd-partv interface
m: rr ha : nn rnrrarl o 1 used for t he nltrn^q eso f rrnJ-or rarvi q1-r:linn

Sectlon 123-A. Application with driver's ficense application
(a ) General- rul-e . --

(1) The Department of Transportatlon shall provide for

simrr'l taneorrs annl or voter reoistration in'r on
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con-iunction with the Drocess under 15 Pa.C.S. S 1510

(re]atinq to issuance and content of driver's license). An

aoolication under this sub ser:l-ion .shall serve as an

aoolication to reoister to vote rrn'l ess ihe aoo-l icant- fails to

sion the voter reoistration a n'l r:ati on - The .ser:retarv has1

the orimarv re.soonsib'i I itv for 'i mnl omanJ. an CT and enforc i no l-he

driver's license voter reqistration svstem created under this
section. The secretarv, in consultation with the Secretarv of

Transoortation, mav oromufoate recrlr'l ali ons fori mnl ement-i no

this section.
(2) An appfication for voter resistration submitted to

the Department of Transportation under this subsecti-on shal-l

be considered as updatinq anv previous voter reqistration

information b are n'i q{. rani

(3) Anv chanoe of address suhmitl-ecl lo lhe Denartment of

1
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Transoortation for the DurDoses of driv er 'l i r:ensi no shal-l

serve as notification of chanqe of address for voter

reqistration for the reqi-strant involved unless the

registrant indicates that the chanqe of address i-s not for

voter reqistration purposes.

(b) Process. --
(1) The Department of Transportation shafl- provi-de for

an aoolication for voter reoi-s lral-'i on as narl of a clrirrerrs

license application.
(2\ The format of the driver's license/voLer

reqi-stration acpfication shall be determined and prescribed

bv the secretarv and the Secretarv of Transportation

(3) The voter reqistration application porti-on of the

appfication shal-l- contain al-1 the resui-rements of an official

voter reqistration appl-ication specified in section 121-A.
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The voter reqistration portion of the applicati-on:
(i) mav not resuire anv information that dupl-icates

lnformation reouired in the driver's license portion of

the form, other than a second signature,' and

(ii) mav reguire onlv the minimum amount of

informatlon necessarv to prevent dupl-icate voter

reqistration, to enabl-e the commission to assess the

eliqibititv of the applicant and to administer voter

recri .s1- ra l 'i on and other arts of the election Drocess.n

1
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4

5
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ransmassl0n

(1) The Department of Transportation shall forward

completed applicatj-ons or contents of the completed voter

reqi-stration applications in machine-readable format to the

department bv the cl-ose of reqistration for the ensuinq

election.
(2\ The deoartment shall t ansmit the material- to the

appropriate commission within 10 davs after the date of its

recelpt bv the Department of Transportation. Tf a voter

reoi sl rat i on annl i r:ation is received bv the Deoartment of

Transnorl-at'i on wi th i n f ive davs before the last dav to

reaf 1 .q ter befo reA n ar-f n,. t-he aoolication shal l bef l r)

transmitted to the appropriate commission not later than five

davs after t-he ciate of its r eceiot bv the Deoartment of

tation.

(3) Upon receipt of the compl-eted voter reqistration

information from lhe clenartmen the commission shall make a

record of lhe cia te of the receiot of the aoolication ancl

nro.res.q thc ann1i r:a I aoolicant sha'l I be deemedon lrloa

elioible to vote unti'l the
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(3.1) After the Department of Transportation i-s

connected to the SURE svstem and notwithstandinq paraqraphs

(1), (2\ and (3), the Department of Transportation shal-l-

transmit electronicallv the content s of a r:omnI etecl rzoter

reoi st-rat-i on aool i cati on withi n fi rzo darrs of recei nt of the

application. Upon receipt of the information from the

Department of Transportation, a commission shal-l make a

record of the date of the receipt of the application and

Drocess the anolication in ac rcianr:e w'i lh sect ion -1 28-A - Tf

the commission of the count f residence has not kreen\/o

connected to the SURE svstem, the Department of

Transoort-at-i on shal I forward lhc.r.lmn 1 elod ann lication or

contents of the completed application to the department in

accordance with paraoraph (1). No applicant shal-1 be deemed

elioible to vote until the commission ha s recei rzecl ancl
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: rnrzarl :n rnnl i nr1- i nn i n T n e with section 1)Q_T^-
(4\ Chanqes of address shall- complv with the followinq:

(i) Before the Department of Transportation is

connected to the SURE svstem, the Department of

Transportation shaIl notifv the department of chanses of

address received under subsection a 3 The ciena 11_ment)(

shall notifv the commission of the countv of the

reqi-strant's former residence. After the Department of

Transportation is connected to the SURE svstem, the

Department of Transportation shal1 notifv the commission

of the countv of the reqistrant's former residence. If

the reqistrant has moved to an address outside this

Commonwealth, the commission shall verifv the address

chanse in accordance with 25 Pa.C.S. S 1901 (relatinq to

removal of el-ectors) . Except as provided in subparasraph
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(ii), if the reqi-strant confirms in asaordanee td:!h25

Pa.C.S. S 1901(d) that he or she has moved to another

countv, the commission shaff cancel the reqistration and

forward the reqistrant's resistration i-nformation to the

commission of the reoi-strant's new countv of residence.

Exceot as orovided in sulrnara .Tranh at if the

registrant has moved to an address within the

commissj-onrs iurisdictlon, the commlssion shafl promptlv

update the reqistration record of the resistrant in
accordance with section 128-A. A11 chanqes of address

received bv the Department of Transportation under this

section at feast 30 davs before an election must be

processed bv the commission for the ensuing election. For

the purpose of this paragraph, the term "reqlstration

information" means the resistration card and anv other

record of reqistration maintained bv a commission.

(ii) In the case of chanoes of address received bv

the Department of Transportation which do not contain a

siqnature of the reqistrant, the commission recelvinq the

chanqe of address noti-fication shall mail- a notice to the

reqistrant at the new residence address requesti-nq

rreri f i r:at'i on of the add::ess chanoe. If the chanoe of

address is to a new res-"i-dence outside the commission's

iurisdiction, the commission shall mail the followinq

notice:

Date

Office of the Reqistration Commission

a

Address and T o11I h .)no N rr , of Cr-rrrnl rr )

nntificd lrrr lho
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that vou recentlv c anoecl volrr aclclress

from (o1d reside e address)

to new res i clence aciclress ) end I hat this

chanoe of address is to serv as a r:hanoe of address for

voter reoist-ration rlurDoses IIn I ess \/olr not'i f v th"i s

of f ic:e wit-hin 10 davs from the date of thi s noti r:e that

thi s i nformal.i on 'i s not. c-orr r.1- - \/a)r'r T \74) ter reoi st rat i on

will be trans errecl to Corrntv- Y ma not i frrIl

this office bv writino vour re.s'i clence aclciress. the date

ancl vorrr sionature on the bott om of th'i s form ancl mai lino

f hi.s noti c.:e to thi s of fice Y.)lt need not nol-i fv thi s

1
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4
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d
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office if this informati-on is correct.

Chief Cl-erk

If the address chanoe is wilh'i n the commi.ssionts

iurisdiction, the commlss 'i on sha I 'l ma'i I a vot-ert s

i cienti f i cation card to the re af istrant at l-he new

residence address.

(iii) If the reoi-strant does not retrrrn the notice

under suboaraoraoh (ii) wit hi n lhe 1 0-clav oeri ocl . the

commission shall Drocess the chan afe of aclclress aecorcl i ncr

to subparaqraph (i) . Tf the reqistrant notifi-es the

commission that the info I i on i s .i n<-:orrer:t. ancl the

commlssion is satisfied with t he T coi stranl I s exnl ana1-i on

of t-he cli scr:eoancv. the a f the re at istrantrAss a) 1s

reqistration shall- remai-n unchansed. If the verification

notlfication or voter identification card is Lgturnggl bv

the oost office as undeliverab le asa clclressecl or wi th a

forwarding address, the commission shal-1 send a

confirmation notice to the reqistrant's address of former
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resi dence in accordance wi h ?5 Pa.C.S. s 1901(d) (2).

(5) Uoon notificat i on ancl conf i rmat i on of nA rz ch .rc ofan

aclclress. a commission shal1 nromni-'l rr unclate i nformation

r:ontaineci in it.s r a ()n record.rri slral_

(.1 ) Prohib'i tion---An inclivr drra lwh t_s no.) t a cnralifiecl

n T this

(e) Effect. --Failure to ronerlv comolete a vot-er

reoistration aDDlication shaIl not af fect the val'i cli tv of an

anol i cat-i on for a driver's license a rcnewa I ann'l i cai i on ora an

identification card appfication.
(f) Use of information.-- o i nformation reoardino a

declination to reoister to rrote i n connect i on wit-h an

anolication made under this sect ion marz kle usecl for anv Dr,rrDose

other than voter registration.
(o) Staff---Aoents and emolo ees wor kino on hehalf of the

1

2

3

4

5

6
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Deoartment. of Transoortation a ss f sl nat in thea r:omn.l et i on of

rzoter reoi st rat i on ano'l 'i cat'i ons qha I I r-nndrrr:l. themselve.q 'ln e

manner consistent with t he f ol 'l owi no ori nr:i ol es:

(1) Thev shall not seek to inf I rrenr:e an annl 'i cant- | s

oofitica1 oreference or Dart T eat istra t.i on or clisnlav

pol-iti-caf pref erence or partv alleqiance.
(2\ Thev shall not make a statement to an applicant or

take an act-ion the ouroose or effec I of whir:h 'i s to

discouraqe the appl-icant f rom reqi-sterinq to vote.

(3) Appl-icants wishinq to reqister to vote under this

section shall be oiven the same ciecrree of a ss i slance wi th t-he

voter reoi strat-i on anol i cati on ,as wa I h A 11 other De arn 1-ment

of Transportation forms.

Aoencv emplovees who vi-olate this subsection shal-1 be removed

from emolovment. provided that t he aoenr:v al i ts cl'i scret.i on mav
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imoose a oena-Ltv of susnension w.i t-horrt oav for at le ast i0 clavs-

but not more than 1?O clavs. if it finds that the viol at i on cloes

not warrant termination
(h) Retention- --The Deoartnt cnt of Transnort-at-i on shal1

ret-ain r:omnlete records of voter r eoi strati on i nformati on

rer:e-i rzeci - oroc.:essecl ancl submit- otheS IIRtr srrstem bv thelod I

Denartment of Transnortation- The rccnrrl s shall onl rr kre for the

purpose of suppo rl'i no arrcli t ancl accorrnt ino controls est al^r'l 'i shecl

to ensure accurate and comDle e el er-:tron'i c t-ransmission of

records between the SURE svst em ancl the Denartment of

Transportation.
( i ) Aoreement- wi th deoa MAn --The De narlment off-

Transnortat i on .sha I I enteri nto n a rrroomenl wa h the deI na rtmenl

to match information i n the SI]RE svstem wi th i nf .rm:l a) n in thea

database of the Deoartment of T ransnortal i on to t.he extent to

1

2
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5

6

1

B

9

10

11

L2

13

I4

15

L6

t1

1B

I9

20

2L

22

23

24

25

26

27

2B

ZY

30

verifv the acclrracv of the driverrs 'l i r:ense nrrmkler-

'i clentificat-ion number or last- for. rdi ct its of the Sor:ial Sec:rrrit-v

n r rml.ra r n rntr -i rl aA rnn-l i a -+-i ^- s^, Tre istraala ]_-i nn

(i) Aqreement with Commissi-oner of Social Securitv.--The

Deoartment of TransDortation sha 'l I enler into an aoreement with

the Commissioner of Social Securit to ve r.i frr the I ast forrr

cl'i oi ts of the .Soci a l Secrlri t-v numlrar n .) VA dedinanaT r)r') i r:at i onI

for voter f

Sor-f f a) 2n1 4-A An lication b rz m:i'l

(a) General rule---An aoolica on J- o rocr ister t o rro.l- e or tof

ar A

reoistration mav be submitted b voter re fS.T l.ralion mai'l

aoolication in the manner D n VA .l e .l in this secti on- An

appl-icatlon mav be submitted bv mail or bv representative to the

commission on an official mail reqistration application, the
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form of which shall be determlned and prescribed bv the

secretarv or the Federal Election Commission pursuant to the

National Voter Reoistration Act of L993 (Public Law 103-31, 52

U.S.C. S 1973oo et seo.). The ann licant mus I eomol ete the

information reouired on the recri sl T el a a')n e nl1 lication an.l si on

the resistration declaration.
(b) Time.--Reqistration under this section mav be made at

anv time. Tf a reqistration application is received bv a

commission bevond the deadline for reqistration provi-ded in

section 1,23L the aoolication shall be retained bv the

commission until the beoinnino f lho no X riod durinl_no CI which
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registration can be made.

(c) Militarv electors. --
(1) A militarv el-ector mav appl-v at anv time for

reqistration on an official- reoistration application or anv

form nT esrl rabed l-rrr I h Fede I A fln A rnment for such urI n S A

(2) The status of a militarv elector to resister under

this section with respect to residence shall remain as the

same home residence status from which the militarv elector is
qualified to reqister. If, at the time of feavinq that home

a ddress the milit T I or:f or had not resided in this\/F

Commonwealth or in a particufar efection district for a

sufficient time to have been entitled to be reqistered but,

krrz conl'i nrreri re sidence would have become entitled to be

registered, the militarv elector shal-l- be entit]ed to be

resistered at the time the mil-i-tarv elector wou]d have been

ent i l'l ecl t ore at ister had the militarv elector not left t-hat

home address but continued to reside there.
(3) The r:ommiss'i on 'i s arrtho rized to consider a reouest

for an absentee ba'l I ol as a request for an official
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registration application and t forward to the reouester all

of the followinq:
(i) An absentee balfot and balfotinq material.

l-a An off ial r1(: co'i .sf ral-'i on annl i r:at i on -

(4\ The militarv elector m s t r:.)mr') lete and fi I e these

documents in accordance with the applicable provisions of

this act.
(5) The riqht to be reqistered pursuant to thi-s

subsection shall not be subiect to challenoe for anv reason

other than failure to have furnis hed the commission d
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properlv completed reqistration appfication.

Section 125-A. Government aqencies.

(a) General- rufe.--The secr:etarv shalf administer a svstem

wherebv all offices 1n this Commonweal-th that provide public

assistance, each countv clerk of orphans' court, includlnq each

marriaqe l-i-cense bureau, alf offices in this Commonwealth that

provide State-funded programs primarilv engaqed in providinq

services to persons with disabilities and all armed forces

recruitment centers do al-l of the foll-owinq:
(1-) Distribute voter reqistration appl-ications with each

annl ication rea l.)1')1i cat ion and aoolication for

recertifi-cation, renewal or change of address.

(2\ Assist appl-icants with compl-eti-on of the

reqistration application unless assistance is refused.

(3) Accept completed reqistration applications.
(4\ Transmit compfeted applications to the appropriate

conrml_ssaon.

(h) Forms. --An a afF n r-rr rios ated in subsection (a) shalla

provide a form for office visits or, if the agencv provides

services to persons with disabilities, for home visits which
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contains al-l- of the followinq:
(1) The ouestion "Tf vou are not reoi stered to vol-e

where volr .l ive now- would vorl 'l a ka ln ant1 to re1 oi ster to

vote todav?"

(2\ If the aqencv provides public assistance, the

statement "Aoolvino to reoiste r or cler:l i n'i no to reo'i st-er to

vote wi I I not affect the amoun f assistance thfo at \/ou w'i I I

be provi-ded bv this aqencv.rr

(3) Boxes for lhe aonlicant ln r-hor-k l-cri n .l CA te whethera

the appficant would like to reqister or decline to register

to vote. fn close proximitv to the boxes the followins words

shall appear in prominent tvpe: rrfF YOU DW

BOX, YOU WTLL BE CONSIDERED TO DtrETDED NOT TO REGTSTER
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TO VOTE AT THIS TIME. ''

(4\ The statement "Tn order I o lro .nre lified to r eo.i s1-er

to vote, vou must be at least 18 vears of age on the dav of

the next election, vou must have kreen a r:itiz.en of lhe t]n'i teci

States for at least one month ra a) T lo the next elect i on ancl

have resided i-n Pennsvfvania and the election district where

vou plan to vote for at least 30 davs pri-or to the next

efection and vou must not have been confined in a penaf

institution for a conviction of a felon w .i thin the lasl firze

vears. tf

(5) The statement "If vou would like help in filfinq out

the voter reqi-stration appfacati-on form, we wilf help vou.

The decision whether to seek help is vours. You mav filt out

the f orm i-n private. "

(6) The statement "ff vou believe that someone has

i nterfered wi rh \/our ra d ht to reoister or to decline to

reqister to vote, Vour riqht to privacv in decidinq whether
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to reqi-ster or in appfvinq to eoi ster to vot-e or vour rioht

to choose vour own oolitical T or o1_ her t.) a) liticane lrz "l

preference, vou mav file a compfaj-nt with the Secretarv of

the Commonwealth, Pennsvlvania Department of State,

Harri-sburq, PA 1,'7120." The secretarv shal-1 establ-ish and

oublish a to11-free t-eleoho nrrmlro Tf a) r the nlr rr) ose of

receiving compl-aints.

(c) Effect.--Failure to check either box under subsection
I

(b) (3) shall be consi-dered a declination to reqister to vote.
(d) Staff.--Aoencv emplovees assisti-nq in the completion of

voter reoistration aotllications shall conduct themselves tn d
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manner consistent with the foliowinq principl-es:

(1) Thev shal-l not seek to infl-uence an appl-i-cant's

po.l-itical preference or partv reqistration or displav
political preference or partv al-leqiance.

(2\ Thev shall- not make anv statement to an applicant or

teke anv action the purpose of or effect of which is to

discourage the applicant from registering to vote.

(3) Thev shall not make anv statement to an ap'olicant or

take anv action the purpose of or effect of which is to l-ead

the app]icant to bel-ieve that a decisj-on to register or not

to re cf ister has A rz hearinrr nn the availabilitv of services

or benefits.
Agencv emplovees who violate this subsection shall be removed

f rom emnl ovment - nrorz'i c'iecl t ha t the aoencv at its discretion mav

lmnose a ncnalt f S1lqnenq1(^ln I^/ thorrt rlav f or at I east 30 clavs -\/.)

but not more than 12O clav.s . if i t finds that the viofation does

not warrant termi nati on -

(e) Encorrraoi no reoi stration.--An aoencv desionated in

suk;ser:t'i on (a) s asonable soace for nonnartisan
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sions or Dosters encouraoino voter recri strali on - The si ons anci

ster h 11 b rovided b

(f) Transmission---An aoencv desi .'natecl in srrkrser:tion (a)

sha l I forward al l comolet-ed ao li .A tions to the annronri alel-)

commi.ss'i on w'i t.h'i n -1 0 clavs after lho rlale rl fr o(-o nr. rf a rrol- er1

reqi-stration applicati-on is received within five davs before the

last dav to reoister before an 'l er:1- i on - 1-he ann'l i cat'i on sha I l

be transmitted to the aoorooriate commi ssi on not 'l aler than f i ve

davs after the date of i ts receiot bv the aoencv.

(o) Conficlent.ial'itv---The iclen f ilrr nf .l-ha rzolo cf istrationTre

asencv throuqh which anv particular voter i-s registered in

accordance with this secti-on shall not be disclosed to the

publ-ic.

(h) Use of information.--No info rmalion rela1.ino to a
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declination to reoister to vofo in connection wlth an

appl-ication made at an office described in this section mav be

used for anv purpose other than voter reqistration.
(i) Assistance.--Each aqencv shal-l- provide to each applicant

who chooses to reoister to vote the same de at ree of assi stance

with reoard to the comoletion of he re cf istration annlir:ationt

form as is provided bv the office with resard to the completion

of i-ts own forms unless the applicant refuses such assistance.
(i ) Reoulation- --The secretar sha11 romul ate re fa l-on .T anl I ns

regardi-nq the maintenance and destruction of forms used pursuant

to this section.

Section 126-A. (Reserved).

Section 727-A. Preparation and distrlbution of applications.
(a) Form. --

(1) The secretarv shafi prescribe the form of an

of f i ci a'l rzoter reo'i sl_ rat'i on anplication. The official voter
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reqistration application shall provide space for the

followinq information about the appJicant:

(i ) Ful-l- name.

(ii) Address of residenc e - Tf the res'i clenr:e i s a

oortion onlv of the house, th cation o1 a) r numher of the

room, apartment or floor which is occupied.

(iii) Mailinq address if different than address of

residence.

(iv) Name and residen e aclclress on nrerzi orts

rani ql :1-i n and I h A \/A ar of that re a'i o]_r=.|--i nnr n

{v) Desionation of ooliti al na lrz-T a) T the ur1') n.)scf

of votinq at a primarv electlon.
(vi) Date of birth.
(vii) Tel-ephone number. An appl-i-cation shall not be

reiected because of noncomol- ance wi th th i s srrkrna raoraoh -

1

.)
L

3

4

5

6

1

B

9

10

11-

I2

13

L4

15

1,6

I7

1B

t9

20

2I

22

23

24

25

26

21

2B

29

30

(viii) Race- An aoolicati n shall not be re i er:t ecla)

because of noncompliance with this subparaqraph.

(ix) Last four diqits of Social- Securitv number. An

apolication without the l-ast four dioits of an

aoolicant's Social Securitv number shall be con s 'i cl e recl

incomplete. An applicant who does not have a Sociaf

Securitv number mav have his or her identitv confirmed

n afternate rec

(x) A Deoartment of Trans ortation driverts 1 ce n _qeI

number or a Department of Transportation identifi-cation

card number. An application mav not be reiected because

of noncompl-iance with this subparagraph.

(2) Anv person who assists in the compfetion of the

resi-stration application shall siqn the appli-cation and

indicate the person I s address. In the case of those
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reqisterinq under sections 1/23-A and 725-A, the person

providins assistance shall :'-nsert the person's initials or

emplovee or aqent identification number on a sepalcle !r

detachable oortion of the aoolicat on or r:omnrrler clata f i I e-

(3) A voter reoistration anoli r-a I a c)n shall he nrintecl cln

stock of qood qualitv and shal-l be of suitable uniform size.

Nothinq under this article and 25 Pa.C.S. Pt. IV (rel-atinq to

voter reqistration) shafl prohibit the desiqn and use of an

electronic voter reoistration anl^) lication wh i r:h i nr:l ncles the
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applicantrs diqitized or lectronic sionature. The

reqistration application shall contain the folfowinq

informatlon; however, the information mav be provided on a

separate form for voter reqistration made under section 123-A

or 725-A:

(i) Notice that a registered elector does not need

to rereoister unless the re af a slo rade lector has moved.

(ii) Instructions on how to fill out and submlt the

application and notification of when the applicati-on must

be submitted to a voter reoistration office in order to

t)ere istered for he ensuino election.CT I

(iii) Notice that the appli-cant must be a citizen of

the United States for at l-east one month prior to the

nexl e'l er:1- i on and a resi clent of this Commonweal-th and the

el er: tion district for at least 30 davs and must be at

least 18 vears of aqe bv the dav of the next ensuins

e.l ect -i on ^ The nol i r:e reorli re in this suboaraoraoh shall

he fn rint i donl CAn a 1 lo lhe declaration under suhrsection

(b) .

( i v) Not i ce that nol i 1-'i cal- partv enrof]ment is

manclatorv lo rrote 'i n a nri m
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partv.

(v) Noti r-:e that- the c n wilf ma'l ss-t a) i I hrrr

nonforwardable mail- to the applicant a voter's

identification card upon acceptance of the applicati-on

and that the aoolicant shoul- ct r:ontar:t the r:omm'i ssion if

the 'i clentification card is not recei rreri wil-hin 14 clavs

f rom the clate the ano'l i cation 'ls sA llon the reoi st rat i on

office.
(vi ) Notice that reqistration is not complete until-

the aoolication is Droce sed and ar:cented bv t-he

comml-ssaon.

(vii) A warnino to the aoolicant 1-hal- makino a false

reoi slrat'i on or frrrni sh ino f rmation is ne r-l lt r\/ ^lsc i nf .)

The notice required in this subparaqraph shafl- be in

print identical to the decfa rati on rrncler subsect ion (b) -
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(viii) Tnstructions to clera I or Stal.e emol ovees

who wish t-o ret-ain votino residence in countrr of I ast

residence to so indicate on the application.
(ix) Notice that, if an individual decl-ines to

reqister to vote, the fact that the individual has

declined to reoi-ster will re i n r:on f i clent i a I and wi 'l 'l be

useci onl v for voter reoistr n l..)l t Tn.)ses. The notial'i o ce

required in this subparaqraph shal-l be in print identical-

r.ltt hed tion under ubs anl i nn /h\F(1 a T AI
(x) Notice that. if an i ividual does re af iste r to

vote, the office at whi-ch the individual- submits a voter

reoistration aool-ication will remain confidential and

wilf be used for voter reoistr a1.'i on r.lrr rnoses on I rz ^ The

notices required in this subparaqraph shal-1 be in print

identical to the declaration in subsection (b).
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(4\ Tn -irrr.i scl'i ct.i ons where lhcrc asa sinole lancruaoe

minoritrr- the secretarv mav rl bilin orral annl i cati on -rinl A

(5) Tn -i rrri scl'i ct. i ons where le la n.nracte mi nori t-v,aS ln af

exceeds 5 *o f l-ha nnnrr I al i nn lho sor-r ol-a r sha tt.

(i) Drint a bifinq al annl i cati on; and

(ii) conduct a Dublic educat'i ona'l nrooram amono that

I anouaoe ctrourl a I ert i no l^rol r) T af anrzat-i ons anclh

inclirziclua'l s of that orollD f I he avai 'l ahi I'itv of the

hilinorra'l ann'l 'i r:ation ancl naa)t1r,aaf 'l nat individ ual s lo

regi ster
(6) To imolement section 1 24-A- l-he .ser.:ret.arv shall

orint an official voter reor s tration ma'i I annl 'i cat. i on

desioned to nreserve the confi rion I 1ir rr of the informationl

re.nli recl to hre srrhlm'i ttecl - T annlir*ai-io n shafl contain

information re r.i recl bv lhis sect'i on and sha 1 include the
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name of each countv seat, its po.sf off ice mai I ino address and

z.io cocie and its teleohone number. Voter reoi strati on mai f

aool i r:at i ons sha I I contain inf ormation i nrii r:atino whether the

annl'i cat-i on .i s a new reoi f rat'i nn - c eof na rt rzha naf

enrollment, chanqe of address or change of name.

(1\ Nothino under this art 'ir:le ancl ?5 Pa-C-S- Pt- TV

shall orohibit a orivate oro nization o r i ncl i vi clua'l f rom

nri nti ncr b.l ank rroter reoi str al i on annl i r-al .)ns or shala

Drohibit the use of such nnl i r:a1-'i ons bv anv other

.i ncl i vi clua I . orovided that the f .) rm conte nt anc'l naner crua'l itv

of such voter reqistration application compfies with

deoartment reoulations for th forms or ha.s rec':ei ved ori or

a l)t') roval from the s cre 'l- r rrz

(b) Reqistration decl-arati-on.--

(1) The official voter resistration application shall
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conta i n a recri st rat i on clecl a ra I i nn On lhe dor. I A ration l_he

applicant shall state all of the followinq:
(i) The aDpl-icant has bee n a cit-iz.en of the United

States for at least one mont nri or to 1-he next election.

(ii) On the dav of the next ensu'i no el er:f i on. the

appl-icant shall be at l-east 18 vears of age.

(iii) On the dav of the next ensuins election, the

a an

the election district f or at Ieast 30 clav.s -

(iv) The aoolicant is le afa1l \/ cnralifiecl to rrote-

(2\ Tha ann'l ir-ani- shal-l 
^ ffirm : fl of the fo I I nuri nrr.
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('i ) The i nformat ion Drov i dcd 'i n t h re at istra l'i on

declaration is true.
(ii) The applicant understands that:

(A) the reoistration clecl arat-i on wi I I be

acceoted for all Durooses as t he ecrrli rza l ent of an

affidavit; and

(B) if the resistration contains a material

fafse statement, the applicant shafl- be subiect to

nafties for
(3) The reoistration decl a T A tion sha11 conta -i n the

prlnted name and sisnature of the applicant and the date of

siqninq. An appli-cant unable to siqn the voter reqistration

aoolication shall make a mark before a Derson of the

applicant's choice other than the applicantrs empfover or an

aqent of the appli-cantrs union. The person shall insert the

personrs name, address and telephone number. If the person is

an emplovee or agent of the Department of Transportation or

another agencv as provided under section 725-A and is

assistinq the applicant in an official capaci-tv, the emplovee
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or aoent shalf i nscrt lhe 'i n i ti a I s ancl identif icatio n nrrmher

of the emolovee or aqent. Tn the case of aoolicants

reoisterino under section -1 23-A or 125-A- the Derson

orov-i cli no assi stance shalf ins ert i ni ti al s or emnl ovee or

aoent i clenti f i cat'i on numk;er .)n a sol.)a rate or detachabl e

r ta fil

( 4\ The offic i a I reo'i st ral i on aool i cat ion s h A fl cont aln

a notice entitled I'PENALTY FOR FAT,STFYTNG DECT,ARATTON. '' ThC

notice shall advise the aoolican t l.hat 'i f a nerson sions an

offi ci aI reoi stration aooli ca tion knowi nd a stafement

cler-:lared in the aoolication t-o lro f A se_I the nerson comm'i ts

neri lr rv - The not'i ce sha.l I soe r-i frr lho non A 1r for ne r-'1 l l r\/ -
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(c) Distribution. --
(1) The secretarv shall- supplv official reqistration

applications to commissions.

(2\ The secret-arv shall make ava i I ah'l e f or cii stri brrt i on

of f -i ei a I rroter reoi st.rat i on arlD lir-'alin n to 1-)ublic I i hrari es -

pub]ic schoofs, State-related institutions of hiqher

education. offices ooerated b thF f)ena rtmenl of Rerrenue -

offices ooerated bv the Deoa t of Acr fn ct- area aarenr:'i es on

aoi no - of f i ces ooerat-ed bv the Pcnnsrr lv nia Game C .)mmr ss't .)n

or anv of its authorized license-issuing agents, offices

operated bv the Pennsvl-vani-a Fish and Boat Commission or anv

of its issuino aoents and offices that nrorri cle rrnemol ovment

compensation.

(3) Each participati-nq aqencv identified under parasraph

(2) shaf f :

(i) Provide that official- voter resistration mail

appl-ications are availabl-e on the premlses and displaved
prominentlv in a conspicuous locati-on durinq normal-
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business hours.

( i i ) Prov'i cie an of f icial v ter.) reoi.stral-i on mai I

applj-cation to anv individuaf requesting one.

(iii) Provid reasonakrl e sDace for nono r I a an sl- afn s

or nosters indicatino the av 'i I ab'i I 'i lv of of f i ci a l vot-er

raai <]- rrl i nn mr i 'l annl i n r.l- 1 n on the

(4\ The secretarv mav Drovi dc loc hnical assi stanr:e lo

r:ommi ssi ons urlon recllre.st an a.renr.i os rles afnated rrncle rl-

paraqraph (2).

(5) The secretarv shall ri nt ancl cl'i st-ri bute mail

reoistral,i on aDDlications which are not nos]-aoe na'i cl anci

which shall not be soecific count \/ reoi st rat. i onlo an\/

offir:e- Alono with the cii.stribu .l--i r-rn nf srrr-h ann licat 'i ons - l-he
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secretarv sha11 al-so include instructions to inform the

licant whe

(6) The secretarv and commi s.s'i on s sha I 'l suool v

11 f followinh

(i ) Persons and oroaniz ions who re cnr estat

appl-ications.

fa Fed

offices.
fiii) Po'l ilir-el narlio litical bo di aqq anrl nn

(iv) Candidates.

(d) Staff. --Aoencv emDlovees ass'i slino in lhe cli.stribut'i on

of voter reqistration appfications under subsection (c) shalf

conduct themselves in a manner consistent with the foffowinq

principles:

(l-) Thev shall not seek to infl-uence an applicantrs

pofi-tical preference or partv registration or displ-av

pofitical preference or partv all-egiance.
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(2\ Thev shall not make anv sl ateme nt lo an ann.l i cant or

take anv Aetion the Dlrroose n f or eff er:t of wh.i ch 'i s to

/-li d^^ri l-ha rnn] i arnl- f -^* -^^.i -.r-^ ran to vot

(3) Thev shal not make anv st-atement to nnl i r:ant or

take anv action the Duroose of or effect of w ich is to lead

the aoo'l 'i cant to believe that a .l e r:i s'i on to reoi st-er or not

to reo'i ster has anv bearino on h vailI OA ah-i I i trz of serrri ces

or benefits.
Aoencv emDlovees who rri ol ate thi s subsect-i on s al lre removed1

from emDlovment, Drovided that t he acrenr:v at i ts cli scretion mav

imoose a oenaltv of susoension w lhout nav for at 'l east 30 davs,

but not more than 120 davs. if i t f i nds lhal the vi ol at i on does

not warrant termination.
QanT-i nn '1 )Q-L Annrnrrr'l nf -^^.i d1- r]_r a na 1ic rli nno

( a ) Exam'i nat i on - --[]oon rec irzinrr a rzoio oaf istratirT on
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appl-ication, a commissioner, cfe rk or reo'i strar of a commission

shall do al-l of the foll-owinq:
11 \ Tn i I i :'l :nd d.afo ].hc r nlAa fthea nnl 'i arl'i nn

(2\ Examine the applicati n t-o cletermine all of the

foffowins:
(i) Whether the aDp i r:al- i on 'i s comnl ete -

(ii) Whet-her the anolicant is a cnralifieci eler:lor.

incfudinq verificati-on of the last four diqits of the

at>pficant's Social Securi-tv number and the applicant I s

Deoartment of Transoortation ciri rzer I s 'l i cense nrrmkrer or

Deoartment of Transoor:tat-ion i donl ifi .A tion card nrmher -

if availabl-e.
(iii) Whether the aDD i r:ant has an exi.st'i no

reoi strat-ion record- After th e c.)mm-l ss .)n s connecteda a I

the SURE svstem, the commissioner, clerk or reqistrar
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shaff search the SURE svstem on a Statewide basis to

cletermi ne i f the ann-l i canl h e q An o:zi sl i ncr roar s trationt-

record. The commissioner:, cl erk or reo'i strar shal I take

soecial care to scrutini-ze an \/ reoi.q1-ration for a similar

name at the same registered address.

(i rr) Whether the annl i can iq en.l-illad .') r atuali f i ecl

to recei

applicabl-e.
(b) Decision---A commission shal1 do one of 1-he followino:

(1) Reeord ancl forwarcl a vo o oaf sl ration aTT a nnlir:ation

lo the nroner r:ommi s.si on .i f th o .rlmmi qqi on f i nds drr ran CT its
exami nat'i on uncler suklsec:t.i on ( ) lhal lhe ^nr)

C.A nt does n1i ot

reside within the commission's countv but resides elsewhere

in this Commonwealth

(2\ Reiect a voter reoistrat i on annl i r:at i on - i ncl'i cate
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the re-iect-ion and the reason for the re-i er:1- .i on on the

aool i r:at-i on anci noti fv the annl'i r':nl lrrr first class

nonforwardable mail, return postage guaranteed of the

re-iection and the reason if the commission f i ncl .s c'lrrri no 'i ts

avam'i na]_-i nn rrnrlar qrrl-rqocl-'i n n of the follow^ /-\ -

(i) The application was not properlv completed and,

after reasonabl-e efforts bv the commission to ascertain

the necessarv information, 1-he annl i r:ati on remai ns

incompfete or inconsistent.

(ii) The applicant is not a qualified elector.
(iii) The aDpl-icant is not entltled to a transfer of

reaf istration or a chan d eof ESa rirl r q

(iv) The appl-icant is not leqalfv qualified for a

chanqe of name.

A reiection shall be made no later than 25 davs before the
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election succeedi-nq the filinq of the appllcation.
(i) Proces.q a voter reo sl ral i on anr') licat ton 1n

ar:r:orcianr:e w'i lh subsecl'i on (c) 'i f J-ha r'.)mm ss a)n fin ris clrrri noa a

its examination under subsect i on {a ) a I 'l of the followino:

(i) The aoolication eorrests recri st rat i on -

(ii) The aDDlication contai ns the recrlri recl

informat.i on incli eatino that ho ann licant is a crlral'i f i ecl

elector of the countv.

(4\ Process a voter reqistration application in

accordance with subsection (c) ancl rrndate .i ls reoi stration

records if the commission finds dur 'i no i t s exami nat i on uncier
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subsection (a) all a) f o followin at:t h

l'i \ Tho ann'l i r-al'i on r aarraql_q r od istrati n

(ii) The appl-ication contains the resuired

i-nformation indicatinq that the applicant is a sual-ified

elector of the cou

(iii) The aoolicant is cur rent I rz a reoi .slered

el-ector of the countv.

(5) Process a voter reqistration appl-ication in

accordance with subsection (c) and request transfer ot

reqistrati-on records 1n accorda nr:e wi lh suhsect'i on ( cl ) i f t.he

commission finds durino its e m l-n al ion under sub .qection (a)

all of the followinq:
(i) The application requests reqistration.
(ii) The aoolication contains the r ecf'n rcci1

informati-on indi-catinq that the appficant is a qualified

elector of the countv.

(iii) The aoolicani: is currentlv a reoistered

elector of another countv.

(6) Process a voter resistration application in
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ac.lorclan(:e w'i th slrbsecti on lr-) A n re.l rrrresl transfer of

recri st rat'i on records in accordanc c wi th subsecti on (cl) if the

r:ommi ss i on f i ncls clrl ri no i t s e nel aon rrncier srrkrser:tion (a)lm

all- of the followinq:
(i) The aDDli-cation reouests a transfer of

reqistration.
(ii) The aoolication contaa ns the recrui red

information .i nciicatino that the annlir:ant is a crlrAlified

elector of the countv.

(iii) The aDDl-i-cant is crrrrent. lv a reoistered

elector of another countv.

(1\ Process a voter recr sl rat i on aonl 'i cat. i on in

accorclance with subsection (c) and rrnciate i ts reo'i st.rat.i on if

t.he comm'i ssi on f i ncls drrrino it oxam inatio n rrncler srrkrsect'i on
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(a) all of the followinq:
(i) The application requests a change of address.

(ii) The aoolication r:onlains the rectlri recl

information indicatino that he annlicant .i s a crlrAlified

elector of the countv.
(iii) The annlir:ant- 'i s r-rr rrcn.l- I rz e T FCf istered

elector
(8) Process a voter reois 1_ration annlir:al'i on in

accordance w'i th subsect ion ( a :nd rrndale its reo'i st rat'i on

records if the commission finds durinq its examination under

subsection (a) all of the followinq:
(i) The aoolication re 'tF sts a chanateofna me

(ii) The appfi-cant is leqall-v qualified to a chanse

of name.

(iii) The aool-ication contains the reouired

informat.i on indic tha t
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el-ector of the countv.
(iv) The aooficant is current I rr a recri sterecl e'l ector

(c)

of the countv.

Processino of ler reoi strat-i on - --

(1) When a c i ss'i on has ar:r:eotecl a voter rAaf tratia on

aoolication under subsecti-on (b) (3) - the commi ssion shall

assion each aoolicant a unioue i clenlifir:ation numkrer in the

STIRE svstem- The commission h A l1 mail a clrr rab'l e - wa I 'l et-

s'i zed rzoterts icJent.i fication c rri J-n lho f nrl ividual b \/ f irsl

class nonforwar clahl e ma i 'l - retrrrn nostacre olla rantood - which

shaff serve as notice of the a r:r:entance of t.he aoolication.

The card shafl contain a I I of the fol I ow"i no:

( i ) Name and address of the i ncli rz'i clua I

1i i ) lrlamo of mrrn r cr f reside An: I 'i lrr n n

(iii) Tclentif.i <-.:at'ion of ha i ndi rz'i rirra I ward a nclt^

I

2

3

4

5

6

7

B

9

10

11

t2

13

I4

15

1-6

t7

1B

19

20

2I

22

23

24

25

26

21

z6

29

30

district.
(iv) The effective date o f reoi strati on -

(v) Des'i onat i on of oart enr a) llment and clate of

enrollment.
(vi) An imaqe of the individual-'s siqnature or mark

(vii) The unique identification number of the

individual.
(viii) A statement t-hat th individual mrr st not i f rz

the com-rnisslon within 10 davs from the date i-t was mailed

if anv information on the c rcl is inr:orrer:l otherw'i se-

the information shall be deemed correct for voter

regi-stration purposes .

(ix) A scannabfe identification code or strip.
(2) When a commission has accepted a voter reglstratien

application under subsecti-on (b) (4), (5), (6\, (7) or (B),
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t-he commission shall maif a d rr rakr'l e - wa'l I et -s i z.ed voter I s

identification card to the i ncl i rri clrra I bv f i rst class

nonforwardable mail, return Dosta cre orraranleecl . wh'i ch shall

serve as notice of the acceDt A nce of the annl i cati on - The

card shal-l- contain all of the followins:
(i) Name and addres s of the i ncli viclrral -

(ii) Name of municr nal itrr of res'i clenr.:e-

(iii) Tdentification of he i ncli rzi cirra I I s wa rcl and

district.
(iv) The effective date of resistration.

enrollment.
(vi) An imaoe of the indi iclual ts sionatrrre or mark-

(v) Desionation of partv enrollment and date of

1

2

3

4

5

6

1

I
9

10

1- t-

T2

13

I4

15

L6

L1

1B

79

20

2I

22

23

24

25

26

27

2B

29

30

(vii) The SURE reo:-stration numher of the

individual.
(rii i'i ) A st-atement that t- A 1n.l ividual mus t noti frr

lhe r:ommi ssi on wi lhi n 10 clavs frnm fhe da1-o i l_ w A s maifed

if anv information on the ca rcl i .s i ncorrer:f - ol-herwi se.

t-he information sha11 be rieemod c.) rrect for voter

reqistration purposes.

(ix) A scannable identification code or strip.
(3) An envelooe containino a rroter iclent'i ficat'i on carcl

sha1l be marked on the out cla wa I h A re all l est to thea

postmaster to return it within five davs if it cannot be

delivered to the addressee at the address qiven.

( 4 ) (Reserved)

(5) (Reserved) .

(d) Transfer of reqistration records.--
(1) If , durino appli-cati-on, an individual discl-oses that

thc i ncl i d elector of another countv, the
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conrmission of the individual's ncw r:orrnt rr of res i clence sha'l 'l

direct a cancellation noti lo the r:ommi ssi on of the

individual's former countv of residen ate n ar:r:orclanr:e wi th_l

reoulations oromuloated under his A rticle or 2 5 Pa-e S- Pt

IV.

(2\ Upon recei-pt of a notice transmitted in accordance

with oaraoraoh (1). the commission of t.he individual's former

countv of residence shafl investi afate. I f the r:omm'i ssi on

finds that the individual is a reoistered elector of the

countv, the commission shall verifv the address change with

the reqistered elector in accordance with this article and 25

Pa.C.S. Pt. IV. Upon verifvinq that the resistered elector

has moved to another countv of residence, the commission

shal1 cancel the reoistered elector t s re cri sl rat i on - t ransf err

a coov of the canceled reoistr a n record to the commi ssl.)nI

1

2

3

4

5

6

1

B

9

10

11

L2

13

t4

t_5

L6

L1

1B

I9

20

2I

22

23

24

atrZJ

26

21

2B

29

30

of the reqistered el-ector's new countv of residence and

retain a record of the transfer. The commission of both

counties shafl oromr:tfv uodate information contained in their

regj-stration records.

(e) Chal-lenqes.--A11 chal-lenqes to appl-ications for

reqistration shall be made as provided 1n section 729-A.

Qonl'i nn 128 .I -A SURE re ql ra]- i nn nrrmharf

Each regj-stered elector shall be assigned a sinql-e and unique

SURE reqi-stration number i-n accordance with sections 728-A and

25 Pa.C.S. S L5L4 (relatinq to conversion of reqistrati-on

rer:orcls ) Once assi ed a SURE reoi-stration number shall not bearn

chansed, modified or altered.

Section 129-A. Chaffenses.

(a) Standinq.--An indlvidual claiminq the riqht to be

reoi stered marz he r:ha I v a commissioner, reoistrar or

202LD04853
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I rk T lified elec

(b) Comolaint.--To make a chal I enoe - a comol a'i nant must f ile

a challenoe affidavit- in a form l^) rescribed brz lhe ser:ret.arv

containinq the foll-owinq information:
(1) Name of challenqed individual.
(2\ Address of chall-enqed individual-.

3 Name of

4 Add rFs sof n la i n:nl-

(5 ) Date of af f i-davit.
(6) Reason for challenqe.

lc) Resnonse - --An i ncli rri clual hn iq r-hal'l cnrrerl m t resnond|ts

to the chal-lenqe affidavit as provided in subsectlon (b) in a

written statement sworn or af i rmecl hrz the 'i ncl'i rz'i dua I The

chalfenoed individual must oroduce s rrr:h other erziclence as mav be

reolrirecl to satisfv the reoistr a T Or Commrs si oner as to the

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

B

9

10

11

L2

13

L4

l_5

1,6

L1

1B

t9

20

27

22

23

24

25

26

21

28

29

30

individual's quallficati-ons as a qualified elector.
(ci) Resolrrtion---Tf the ehalle nrrod indirzirlrral oslair lishes to

the satisfaction of the commissl 'l-he riohl to be reoisl-erecl as

reorrired rrnder this article and 25 Pa. C. S. Pt- T\/ (re-l atino to

vot-er reoistrat-ion) , the cha1l en aled indivi clual sha'l I hre

reoi sterecl - Tf the chal I enoecl i rii rzi drre doo s not estab1 lish to

the satisfaction of the cornmission the ri-qht to be resistered as

orovicled under this article a nrl 2 P A5 . C. S. Pt. IV 1-he

chalfenqed individualrs reqistra ion, if anv. shall be canceled,

and the commission shafl- prompt rz undate .i n f ormat i on cont-a i ned

in its registration records.

Section 730-A. (Reserved).

Section 731-A. Privacv in voter reqistration.

The secretarv shal-l provide a means for an eler:l.or who has

made a cfaim for orotection unde 23 Pa C-S Ch- 61 (re'l at'i no to
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l- orotecti-on from abrrse) to have the electorrs birt h date recorded

'i n the Statewicle llniform Reoist- nftr 1 ector s so lhat the bi rth2

3 vear shalf be ]i sted as not fewer than 18 vears nd not orealer

4 than 50 vears prior to the vear in which the claim was made.

5 Section 9. Section 1003(f) of the act is amended and the

6 sectlon is amended by adding a subsection to read:

7 Secti-on 1003. Form of Official Election Ballot.--
***B

9

10

11

L2

13

L4

15

1-6

t7

18

L9

20

2L

22

23

24

25

26

21

28

29

30

***

(h) The official ballots shall bc nr antcci on rlar-ler of the

correct size for the machines used bv a countv and watermarked

with the name of the countv in which it shal-l- be used.
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1 Section 10. Sections

2 Lo read:

3 Section 1007. Number

4 Ballots. -- (a) The county

5 each el-ection district a

6 forz

1007 (a) and 11,02 of the act are amended

of Bal-lots to Be Printed; Specimen

board of each county shal-l- provide for

supply of official election ballots

1

I
9

10

11_

12

13

14

1_5

1,6

T7

1B

1,9

20

27

22

23

24

25

26

27

2B

29

30
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elected;
(5) the general electj"on held in even-numbered years in

wfrictr candidates far the office of Presi-dent of the United

Stjies are elected in an amount of at least 15% greater than the

highest number of ballots cast in the election districts in any

of the previous three general elections at whlch candidates for
,the offlce of President of the United States were elected,' and

(6) the municipal election held in odd-numbered years in an

amount of at least 1Og greater than the highest number of

ballots cast in any of the previous three municipal elections in

the election district.l
(1) Anv orima e'l ect'i on - 50* of the reoistered e 'l er:tors i n

an election district. fess the number of e ectors in the

district who have reouested an ahsentee or mAi I -'i n ballot.

(2\ Anv oeneral lectione 100% of lhe reo'i st-e lectors inocl A

1

2

3

4

q

6

1

B

9

10

11

I2

13

t4

15

L6

L1

1B

19

ZU

2L

22

23

24

atrLJ

26

t'1

2B

29

JU

an e'l ection clistrict. less the numb er of el ectors 'i n the

a r mail-in

Section 11. Sections 1106 and 1,707 of the act are amended by

adding subsections to read:

Sectlon 1106. Examination and Approval of Voting Machines by

the Secretary of the Commonweaith.--

(o) Examination shall include brl1_ is nol Iimilecl 1-o.

test i no of a 
-l .l sof twa re recrll rcd fn r he VO It an at S stemt s

operation, the ballot reader, th cli oi ta l nri nter- the fail-safe

ooerations. the coirnt-ino center environmental re ct 'i remenls anclu

the esulpment reliabilitv esti-mate.

(h) For the purposes of examininq the svstem, the secretarv

shall emplov or contract for the services of at least one
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individuaf who is en exneri i n one or more 'i ol ds .) f data

Drocessino, mechan i r:a I enoi neei^i no ancl oublic adm ini str at'i on ancl

shall- require fr om the individual a wri-tten repo of his or her

examination.
(i) W'ithin 30 clavs after comoletin o the exam'i nation and troon

annro\ral of anv electronic or e cnl rcrmor- a nicaf vol-i ncr svslem-h

the secretarv shall make and maintain a reoort rrnl- hes St em-

tooether with a written or nri nteci clescri nt i on a nd.l rawln .I S a nci

ohotooraohs clearlv identifvin the srzstem and t.he ooerat-ion

f hereof - As soon as oract-i cable f lo r the fili ncr - the clena rt.ment

shal I sencl a nol'i r:e of r:erti f i ca i nn and rrnr.lnre cfn est a r:onv of

+1.'a ranar1- 1_n nnrrnl-.r 1-.n= rAo nf ^1^^.1--i^-- .i^ +. his Common '.'ar'l ]-l-r

(-i) After a votino svstem has kreen aDDroved bv the

secretarv, anv chanoe or imcr rrement i n the ^svsl-em mlrst be

aDDroved bv t-he secretarv Drior t o the adontion of lhe chanoe or

1-

2

3

4

5

6

1

B

9

10

11

1"2

13

L4

15

I6

I1

1-8

L9

20

2t

22

23

24

25

26

27

2B

29

30

imorovement bv a corrntv- Tf the cha naf imnrorrement cloes noteor

comol v w'i th the reolri rements of .l-his :r-l_- I he sec reta rrr .sha I I

susnend sa I e.s of the eou'i nment ^r 
qrrqlom in 1-h'i s Comm onweaft h

until the eouioment or svstem c l'i es wi th the recnli rements of

thi-s act.
( k ) The secret.a rv sha I I exam no :nri ann rove at'l I east two

accessible votino machines wh i ch meet the recrlli rements of

section 1107-A.

(1) The secretarv shal1 exdmine and ann ro \/e all eler:tronic

or e]ectromechanical devices used in the castinq, processing or

tabulation of bal-l-ots or in the recordinq of electors,

includino, but not fimited to bal-l-ot sorters en\/e I one

extractors, ballot scanners and electronic pol]books.

(m) The examination and approval under subsection (1) shall

ensure that the device conforms with standards to provide
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time'l 'i ness ancl ar:r:lrracv 'i n t-he :slincr : .l c.)n un.l-incr of ballots1

2 or in the recordinq of efectors.

3 Section 1107. Requirements of Voting Machines. --No voting

4 machine shal-l-, upon any examination or reexamination, be

5 approved by the Secretary of the Commonwealth, or by any

6 examiner appointed by him, unfess it shal-I, dt the time, satisfy

7 the following requirements:

(rr) Tl sha'l -i immediatelv reier: t e l^ra'l I nl I^I o T the nrmher ofh

votes for an office or cruestio exr:eeds the nrrmber which the

elect-or is entitled to cast or whe re l-he labrrl at'i no eorri oment

reads the ballot as a bal-lot with no votes cast.
(v) Tt sha'l I be caoab l e of or VA .l an af record s from whi ch the

operation of the voting svstem mav be audited.
(w) Tt sha'l 'l he r:anable of re cnrdi no rzo.l-es f T om lra flots of

dif ferent pol-i-tical parties from the same precinct , for a

primarv electron.
(x) ft sha1l be manufactured in the Uni tecl Slates ancl so'l cl

oU

9

10

11

L2

1-3

I4

15

1,6

L1

1B

L9

20

2L

22

23

24

25

26

27

2B

29

30

bv a venclor with a nrimarv o1a nf hrrs noss within th e IIn'i I ecla

States.
(v) ft shall utilize oDen-sorrrr:e sof twa re code -

(z\ Tt shal I frrllv comolv wj. I t he most recentlh rr aclon1-eci

Vol-untarv Votinq Svstem Guidelrnes developed bv the Election

Assistance Commission.

(2.1-\ Tt shall retain ballots ca .s1- in 1-he order in wh'i ch the

balfots are cast, so that a direct comparison mav be made

between the machi-ne interpretation of an individual ballot and a

human interpretation of the same ba1lot.
(2.2\ The reouirements of subsections (u) , (v) , (w) , (x) ,

(v) , (z) and (2.1,\ shall applv onlv to machines newfv examined
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1 or approved bv the secretarv after 2024.

2 Section 12. Section 1111 of the act is amended by adding

3 subsections to read:

4 Section 1-111-. Preparation of Voting Machines by County

5 Election Boards. --

6

1

B

9

10

11

L2

13

t4

15

L6

1-7

1B

L9

20

2L

22

ZJ

24

25

26

21

2B

29

30

(q) On anv dav not more than 25 davs before the commencement

of voti-nq, the countv e]ection board shal-l have the automatic

tabulatino eoui-oment oubliclv tested to ascertain that the

eouioment will correctlv count hev of s C st for all officest

and on all measures. If the ballots to be used at the pollinq

place on election dav are not avail-able at the time of the

testinq, the countv el-ection board mav conduct an additional

test not more than 10 davs before election dav. Public notice of

the time and place of the test shal-l be oiven at least 48 hours

prior to the test bv publicati-on on the countv election board's
publicl-v accessible Internet website and once in one or more

newspapers of qeneral circulation in the countv or, if there is

no newspaoer of oeneral circulation in the countv, bv postino

the notice in at least four consnlcuous ofaces in the countv.

The countv el-ection board shall- provide written notice to each

candidate for election of the time and focation of the publ1c

preelection test. The test shall be open to representatives of

the politicaf parties, the press and the pub]ic and shall be

video recorded and broadcast simultaneouslv on a publiclv

a c cc ssible Internet website. Each oolitical oartv mav desionate

one person wi-th expertise in the computer fiel-d who shall be

allowed in the central counting room when tests are being

conducted and when the official votes are beinq counted. The

desiqnee shall not interfere with the normaf operation of the
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canvassinq board.

(h) For electronic or elecl- romer:han i r:a I rrol- i no svstems

conf i orlreci to tabul ate mail-in or abs ntee ba llots at a r:entral

or reo'i ona I s i te - the nubl i c osl i nrr sh: I ho onrl ucte .l brzI

processinq a preaudi-ted oroup of ballots so produced as to

record a oredetermined number of rra'l icl rzotes for each candidat-e

and on each measure and to incfude one o r more bal I ots f or ear:h

of f -i ce wh'i ch have act-i vated vot- n'l af 11.)s I ns rn exa a o ness of lhe

number al-l-owed bv l-aw in order to test the abilitv of the

automatic tabulatins equipment to reiect the votes. If an error

i-s detected. the cause of the error shall be corrected and an

errorfess count shaff be made before the automatic tabulatinq

eouioment is aooroved- The test shall he reneatecl ancl errorle.ss

resrrlts mrrst be achieved immedi al-o 1 fore the srr lre tart of the

1

)

3

4

tr

6

7

U

9

l_0

11

1,2

13

L4

15

L6

L7

1B

r9

20

2L

22

23

24

25

26

21

2B

29

30

official count of the ballots anci aoain after the comoletion of

the official count. The proqrams and bal-lots used for testinq

shall be sealed and retained under the r:us1-oclrr of the cottntv

election board.

(i) For electronic or electromechanical votinq svstems

configured to include electronic or electromechanical tabulation

devi-ces whi-ch are distributed to the precincts, all- or a sample

of the devices to be used in the election shall be nrbl i r:l rr

tested. If a sample is to be tested, the sample shalf consist of

a random sel-ection of at least 10% of the devices. The test

shal-l be conducted bv processino a qroup of ballots, causinq the

device to output resul-ts for the ballots processed and comparing

the output of results to the results expected for the ball-ots
processed. The qrouD of ball-o s shaff be r)rocirr r:ecl soas to

record a predetermined number of valid votes for each candidate

and on each measure and to include for each office one or more
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ballots which have activated vo an OSaf 1-) ilions in excess of the

numkrer al lowed bv law in order to tes I l-he abi I.itv of the

tabufatino device t rei ect such vot-es -

(i) If a teste tahu I at'i no clevi ce is f ound to harre an error

in tabulation. it sha1l he deemed lrnsAt.i sfa .)r\/ - For ea r:h

device deemed u sat-isfactorv, the countv elect on board sha1l

take stens to determine the caus fthee rror- sha'l I at.t-emot- toa')

den t'i fv ancl test other clev'i oq lhel .r.)uld re a sonab'l v be

exoected to have the same error and shal I te ta numbe rof

aclcji t ional devr AS sufficien I to determ'i ne that oach rlo vace fs

sati sfactorv- Iloon deemino a dev i r:c rrnsal i sf actorv- the countv

el ect-i on board mav reouire all derli r:es l-o be test-ecl or mav

declare that all- devices are unsatisfactorv.
(k) Tf lhe oneration or out- fan \,I testecl labul ati onrlr-r

.le rri r:c - srrr:h as snel 'l i no or the rdcr nf r-anrl idates on a renort -

1

)

3

4

5

6

7

B

9

l_0

t_1

L2

13

L4

t_5

L6

77

1B

1,9

20

2L
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23

24

25

26

21

2B

29

30

is in error, the problem shafl be reported to the countv

election board. which shall det crm'ine i f the renortecl oroblem

wa rrants the corrnt.v el ect io r .l deemin d l_he clerri r:en lroa

satis factor
(1) At the comoletion of tes li no uncier thi s sect-ion. the

corrntv election board. the reDresent atirzes of the nolitical

oart-i es anci the cancl'i dates or th ar re res enl_al.'i rres who attenclecll-)

lhe lc.st sha I I wi lness t.he reset l- i ncr of oech device tha t na ssed

to a preelection state of readiness and the seal-inq of each

device that oassed in such a ma nner as to ser:lrre it s stat-e of

readiness until the openins of the polls.

(m) The countv election board shall execute a wri-tten

statement settino forth the t bu'l alion c'ierzices testecl- the

results of the testino. the Drote r:l a ounter numbers if\7e c.

appficable, of each tabul-ation device, the number of the seal
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sccrrri n.r each 1-abul ati on cievice theel conr:lrrsion of testino.

anv nrobl ems reoort-ecl to the bo a rdasa result of t-he testino

and whether ar:h clerri ce t.estecl is sati s factor \/ or

nsatisfactor
(n) Anv tabul 1n erzi r:e cleemed unsat-i sfa T shal lbet d d lo

recoclecl - reoa i red or reolaced a nci shal l be macle available for

rete.qf'i no - The devi ce mrrst- be determin ecl hrr the count-v election

hoarcl lo he sati sfacf.orv befor I e device marz be rrsecl i n anh

el-ection. The co rrntrr el ect i on boa rcl shal1 announce at lhe c'l ose

of the first testino the da le - nl ar:e ancl t i me lhat an

unsati sfactorv cievi ce will be retest eci or mAV- at t-he ootion of

the boarcl- nolifv bv teleohone each nerson who was nresent at

1-he f i rst te.sti no as to the d ce and lime lhat theate - r') 1

retesti-ng wlll- occur.

(o) Records musl- hre keot of al I oreelectr n testia) n.r of
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electronic or efect romer:hani r:al tabrrl at-'i on dev cos 1l sed in an

elect ion - The records shal-I e nresenl ancl ava'i I abl e for

'i n soect i on ancl ref erence durrno nrrh1ic nreel er:ti on t-est'i no bv

an\/ nerson i n attencianr:e cirlri n lhe losl IN af The need of the

countv election board for acc ss to the records durino the

testino shalI take orecedence er the need of other at.tenciees

to ar:.:e.qs such rer:orcls so that ho r^rnrk of I he coun 1-rr e'l ecli on

board will not be del-aved or hi'-ndered. Records of testino must

include. for each device, the of ear:h oerson who tested the

device and the dat-e. olace, time and resu'l I s of each test- -

Reeorcls of te.st.i no sha.l I be re a'i ncd .a s na T I of the official

records of the el-ectlon in which anv device was used.

(o) The countv election boar cl shal I submi t a coov of a'l 'l

records reouired under this secti .)n 'i r:e of t he Arrcl i I or
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Section 13.

amended to read:

Section ILL2.

County Election

Sections LLL2 (c) L and LLL7 -A of the act are

Delivery of Voting Machines and Supplies by

Boards to El-ection Of f icers. --

electi-on board shall- furnish, dt the expense

deli-ver with each voting machlne:

(c) The county

of the county, and

1. A []anternl flashli or a proper substitute for one'h

whic f electr shall give

sufficient light to enable voters, while in the votlng machine

booth, to read the ballot labels, and suitabl-e for the use of

election officers in examining the counters. The Ilantern]
flashliqht, oT proper substitute therefor, shall be prepared and

in good order for use before the opening of the polls.
***

Section 1117-A. [statistical Sample.--The county board of

elections, as part of the computation and canvass of returns,

shall conducl a statistical recount of a random sample of

ballots after each election using manual, mechanical or

electronic devices of a type different than those used for the

specific electj-on, The sample shall include at least two (2) per

centum of the votes cast or two thousand {2,OOA) votes whichever

is the lesser. l Post-eI ect i on audit - --Th e count \/ boarcl of

elections, as part of the computation and canvass of returns,

and orior to certification, shalI r:oonerate in a result-

conf irmino auclit conducted bv the dena T l_ment of the Aucli tor

Genera'l - The aucl it shall be a hl I I ol r-omn arason ri s k-1 imi 1-ino

audit, conducted with a risk limit of one (1) per centum, except

that, where the votinq machines nr:rr:ha.ser.l bv a countv nri or t-o

the effective date of this section are
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bal Iot comDari son arrdit. the a l- shn 11 bea a lra'l I ol nol I i no-

risk-limitino audit. conducted with a ri sk I i m'i t of one (-l ) rler

centum.

Section

Section

L4. The

LL23-A.

act is amended by adding sections to read:

RequiremenLs of accessibl-e votinq

machines. --An accessible voti ncr mar:hi ne mav not - lroon anv

examination or reexamination, be anf) rorreci brr l-he Secrelarv of

the Commonweaft-h. or bv an exami no TA nnointed brz the Ser:reta rv -

un I ess the acr.:ess i l-ll e vot i no r-h-i nc salisfios I ho followin at

reguirements:

(1) The votino svstem must p rri cle a lar:l i I e i nnut. or attcli o

input device, or both.
(2\ The votino svstem must D VA rio A method bv which rzoters
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can conf i rm anv tacti 'l e or arrcl io i nnrrl l-r'iz ha van h L-d l-)abilitdl

of audio output usinq svnthetic or recorded human speech that is

reasonablv phoneti-ca1lv accurate.

(3) Anv operab]e controls on the input device which are

needed for voters who are visuall amna ired must be cli sr:erni bl e

tactifelv without actuatinq the kevs.

(4\ Audio and visual access approaches must be abfe to work

hnlh qan^ralal rz :nd qi mrrl J-:nanrrql rr

(5) Tf a nonaudio access aDoro a r:h AS nrovide .l - 1.he srr.stem

mav not require color perception. The svstem must use black text

or qraphics, or both, on white backqround or white text or

oraohics. or both, on black bac round unfes s the off ir:e of lhe

secretarv approves other hiqh-contrast color combinations that

do not reguire color perception.

(6) Anv votinq svstem that resuires anv vi-sual perception

must offer the election official who proorams the svstem, prior

to its beinq sent to the po]lins place, the capabi-l-itv to set
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the font- size. as it aDoears t-o hI A rrnl e r from a minimrrm of 14l-
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Points to a maximum of 24 ooints

(7) The votins svstem must provide audio information,

includinq anv audio output usinq svntheti-c or recorded human

speech or anv audi-torv feedback tones that are important for the

use of the audio approach, throuqh at least one mode, bv handset

or headset, in enhanced auditorv fashion (lncreased

amofification), and must orovide incrementaf vol-ume contro] with

output amplification up to a l-evel of at least 91 db spl.
(B) For transmltted voice siqnals to the voter, the votinq

svstem must provide a qai-n adiustable up to a minimum of 20 db

spl with at l-east one intermediate step of 12 db spl of qai-n.

(9) For the safetv of others, if the votino svstem has the

possibilitv of exceeding I20 db spl, a mechanism must be

inc]uded to reset the volume automaticall-v to the votinq

svstemrs defaul-t volume level after everv use.

(10) If sound cues and audlble information such as "beeps"

are used, there must be si-mul-taneous correspondinq visuaf cues

and information.
(11) Controls and operable mechanisms must be operable with

one hand, includlnq operabilitv with a closed fist and operable

withorrt tioh t (i ras r) an inchino or twistino of the wrist.I_ n

(12) The force required to operate or activate the controls

must be no qreater than five pounds of force.
(13) Votinq booths must have votinq controls at a mi-nimum

hei oht of a6 i n ches above the finished ffoor with a minimum knee

r:l ca rance of 21 in h h? os 'i rrh- 30 inches wide ancl 19 inches deeo-

or the accessible voter interface devices must be desi-qned so as

to allow the'i r rrse on too of a t ble to meet these requirements.

2021,D04853 16
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(14\ Anv audio ballot must nrorri cle the rroter wi t-h the

followin function iri
(i) After the initial instructions 1-hal the svsl-em recrlri res

el er:t i on of f i ci a'l s lo nrovi cle to oa r-h rrol er the vo1-er shorr'l cl be

able to indeoendentlv oDerate t he rroter.i nterface t-hrouoh the

final sten of casti-no a ball of w.i thout a ss i stance -

(ii) The voter must be able to determ'i ne the rar:es t.hat he

or she 'i s al lowecl to vote in an .l_o dale rmine which r:ancii clates

are avail-abl-e in each race.

(iii) The voter must be able to determine how manv

candidates mav be selected in each race.

(iv) The voter must be able to have confidence that the

ohvsical or vocal inouts oiven to lhe srz.stem harre sel ectecl the
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candidates that he or she intended to select.
(v) The voter must be able to review the candidate

selections that he or she has made.

(vi) Prior to the act of castlng the ballot, the voter must

be abfe to chanoe anv selections nrcrri ousl rz macle ancl conf i rm a

new selection.

{vi i ) The svst-em must commrrnic alc lo lha r the fact thatVol_a

the voter has failed to vote in a race or has failed to vote the

number of allowable candidates i an\/ race anci reorrire the rzoter

to confirm his or her intent to undervote before casting the

ba11ot.

(viii) The svstem must prer/ent the voter from overvotinq anv

race.

(ix) The voter must be abfe to input a candi-date's name in

each race that allows a write-in candidate.

(x) The voter must be able to review his or her write-in

input to the interface, edit that input and confirm that the
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edits meet the voter's intent.
(xi) There must be a clear, identifiable action that the

voter takes to "cast" the balfot The svslem must make c'l ear l-o

the voter how to take this action so that the \/.) te r has m'i n'i mal
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risk of takinq the acti-on accidental-l-v but, when the voter

intends to cast the ba]lot, the acti-on can be easilv performed.

(xii) Once the ball-ot is cast, the svstem must confirm to

the voter that the action has occurred and that the voter's

process of voting is complete.

(xiii) Once the ballot is cast, the svstem must preclude the

voLer from modifvinq the bal-lot cast or voting or casti-ng

another bal-l-ot.

Section 111-3-8. Votinq svstem defects, disclosure,

investiqations and penalties.

(a ) (Reserved) .

(b) Disclosure.--No later than Januarv 1 of everv odd-

numbered vear, each vendor shall file a wri-tten disclosure with

the department identifvino anv known defect in the votino svstem

or the fact that there is no known defect, the effect of anv

defect on the operation and use of the approved votinq svstem

and anv known corrective measures to cure a defect, i-ncludinq,

but not limited to, advisories and bulleti-ns issued to svstem

USETS

(c) Cure of defect.--Implementation of corrective measures

approved bv the department which enabfe a svstem to conform to

the sfanclarcls ancl enslrre the timeliness and accuracv of the

castj-nq and counting of bal-lots constitutes a cure of a defect.
(d) New defect.--If a vendor becomes aware of the existence

of a clefect - the rrenclor mrrst file a new disclosure with the

clenertmenl- As lrr tion (a) within 30 davs of the
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t- ciale lhe rzenclor cletermi neci or re nabl \/ shou I cl harze ciet-ermi nedasn

2 that the defect existed.
(e) Suspensio ---Tf a venclor discloses to he clena rtment-

that a defect exi st s - t he clena rt.ment mav sr-rsDen .l all sales or

l eases of the vo t anat q stem -i n this CommonweaIth nrl ma rzA SU snencl

the lrse of t.he svstem in anv electio n in l-his Commonwealt-h- The

clena rtment sha'l I nrorri cle wri tf,e a r:e ofan nol slr srlen s i on uncle r

this subsection to lhe affectecl venclor and count boarcls of

elections - Tf he denartmen1- cletermines lhat lho do f e ct no

l onoer ex'i st s. the deoartment sha'l 'l 1 i ft lhe su.sDension and

ororri cie wri tten not-i ce to each af fect ccl rrenclor ancl sunervi sor of

elections.
(f'I Proh"ibition---Tf a vend Tf A ils to fi'l e a recnli recla)

.1 fsc 'l osrr re f or a rzot i no svst nro\/l .)lts \,2 
^ 

nn roved hrz theI

deoartment, that s rrstem mav not be sol cl . leas r used fod .) or

elections in this Commonwealth unliI the votino s rz.q t om has been
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submi ttecl for exami nat-ion and ann rova 'l rrncier th'i s ar:t. - The

.i nartment shal I nrorri cle wri tten nol'i r-a 1-o oa ch count rr boa rcl of

elections that the svstem i s no I onoer aonrovecl -

(o) Tnvest-ioation. --If the denartment has reasonable cause

to bel i erre a vot-i no svstem aoo rrecl under this act r:ontain.s a

clef ect e i ther bef ore - cirr ri no ori a fJ-o r n lection wh i r:h ha s nol

been discl-osed rr rsrranl- lo lh i s sect i on . the d rl_ma nt shalf

investiqate whether the votinq svstem has a defect.
(h) Tnitiation of investioa t aon --The de r1_ment sha I Ina

i-niti-ate an investiqation on its own inltiative or upon the

written reouest of the board f elections of a r:ount-v that

T an S S em that

(i) Notice of investiqatiorr.--Upon initiation of an

investiqation, the department shall provide written notice to
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h nt boar

(i) Notice of defect.--If the clenartment cletermines bv a

nreooncleranee of the evidence that a clefer:1- ex'i sts i n l-he votino

srzstem- or that venclor fai leci to MF di sc lose a clefect. unclert l 1

this section, th e denarlmenl shal I orovide written not -i r:e lo the

affected vendor and countrz boarcl of elect-'i ons-

(k) Resoonse---A vendor who re r:e i rres not-i r:e of a cle f ect

shal I - w'i thi n 10 ciavs of receiot f the not i r:e uncle r srrkrsect 'i on.)

1i'\ fi'lo A rerr^'i1-1_an raql1.ln 6 ln 1.ha rlanr T fmon t whl

( 1) deni-es t f lhe al'l eoed clefect exists or exr- sl_ cci a.s

al-1esed bv the enartmenl- or that t-he vendor f i1 edtot i me'l rr

disclose a defect and sets forth the reasons or the denial;

or
(2\ aclmits that t-he defect exis ls or ex'i stecl as al I eoed

bv the cienartment or thal t he rzendcl r failed to t 'i me-l rz
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discl-ose a def ect.
(1) Cure.--If the defect has been r:rrred- the vendor shall

nrarri Aa .n avn'l rnr1- i an af w he defect wL^ I ^t. rarl

(m) Fa i I rrre to clrre - --Tf the ofor-l- h:s nol hoe n curcci - the

vendor sha-l I inform lhe deoa nl r^rhc.|hcr lho de f ct canbe

cured and shalf Drovide the d rtment w'i th a ol an for curino

the defect.
(n ) Ti me frame - --Tf the defe a-an b cured the clena rlment

shall estabfish a time frame within which to cure the defect.

(o) Action.--If, after receivi ncr a resnon.se from the vendor.

the deoart-ment determines that a defect does not exi sl or has

been cured within the time frame establ-ished bv the department,

the department shall take no further action.
(o) Civil oenaftv. --If the dena rtme nt cie te rm'ines lhal d

vendor fail-ed to timefv discl-ose a defect or that a defect
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ex.i st.s ancl a venclor has not filed a wri l_ten resoonse or has

fai lecl Lo clrre wit-hin the time f rame estab'l i sheci bv the

clenarlment - or i f the ciefect c nnot be cu red - the clena rt-ment

.qha'l I imnose a cirril nenaltv of s25_OO0 for the clefer:l nl rrs an

amount eouaf to the ar:tual r:osts i ncttrred bv the denarlmenl i n

I h investi atio
(cr) Aclmi n.i strative oenaftv. --f f t he clenarlment f incls that a

defect existed:
('l ) The clenarlment mav slrsrl onri al I sa 1es and I ea se.s of

the votino svstem ancl marz susnencl i t s use ln :n\,7 count \/ 1n

this Commonweafth. The depar tmenl sha'l 'l orovi de written

not-ice of the susoension to ea r:h affectecl venclor and countv

board of efections.
(2\ Tf the deoartment determines tha t a clefect no 'l onoer

exi sts i n a rroti no .svstem tha CN SLISnenclecl from lrseas l'roh
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rrncier lh'i s .secti on - the cleoa 11 lift the .q1t sl)en s't ononl sha

and authorize t e sa'l e - 'l ease and lrse of the v l-i ncr 5 stem in

anv e'l ect i on i n the St-ate - The de11e rtment shall nrorz'i cle

wri llen noli r:e that the slrsDe qirrn has lroa n lifted to ea r:h

affected vendor and countv boa rcl of e I ect ions -

(3) If the defect cannot r:rrreci- the cleoartment mav

ciisaoorove the votino svstem for rise in eler:t.i ons in this

Commonwea I th - The deoa rtment s VA cle written noal I nrrl li r:e to

all supervisors of el-ections that the svstem is no l-onger

aooroved. After aoDroval- of a vslem that has been withclrawn

uncler this DaradraDh, the svstem ma not be sol cl - 'l ea sed or

used in this Commonwealth urrtil it has been resubmitted for
examination and approval and adopted for use under this act.

( 4\ A vendor for whom a civif I.)enalt \/ wa s 'i mnosecl uncle r

this section mav not submit a votinq svstem for approval bv
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the deoartment or enter into a r:ont rar:1_ f or sa I e or I ea se of

a votino svstem in this Commonw ea'l i-h unl i .l ear:h c'i v'i 'l oena I tv

has been oaici and the den a rl_me n1- nrn vide s writt en

confirmation of the pavment to Lhe countv board of elections

(r) Report.--The department shall prepare a wri-tten report

of anv investioation conducted nrr rsuant to th'i s sect i on ancl

submit the reoort to the President rrro lemnore of the Senate-

the Soeaker of the Horrse of Reor sont A tives the Ma or-1 .i lrr T,eacier
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and Minoritv Leader of the Senate, the Ma-ioritv Leader and

Mi-noritv Leader of the House of Representati-ves, the chair and

minori-tv chair of the State Government Committee of the Senate

and the chair and minoritv chair of the State Government

Committee of the House of Representatives.
(s) Arrthoritv---The aut-horitv f I eNA rtment una) ho.l cler thi s

section shall be in addition to, and not exclusive of, anv other

authoritv provided bv law.

(t) Definition.--For the purposes of this section, the term
ttdefecttt means a failure. faul T flaw in an electln ron't c or

electro-mechanic votinq svstem approved under thls act, which

results in nonconformance with the standards in a manner that

affects the timeliness or accuracv of the castinq or counting of

ballots or a failure or inabilit rz of 1_he rro1. i no srrsl-em

manufacturer or vendor to make availabl-e and provlde approved

repl-acements of hardware or software to the counties that have

ourchased the aooroved votino s stem the unav A a I ahli I i trr of

which resul-ts in the svstemrs nonconformance with the standards

i-n a manner that affects the timeliness or accuracv of the

na q1- i nn nr nnrrnl'i nn nf hr I 'l nJ- q

Section 1,20I.3. Voterrs Bill of Riqhts.--Each registered

voter in this Commonwealth shall have the riqht to:
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(1) Vote and have his or her rro1_e ac.:lrralelv count-eci-

(2\ Cast a vote if he or she is in ]ine at the time of the

closinq of pol-l-s.

(3) Ask for and recei ASSAS l_anr:e in rrotino-

(4\ Receive uD to two reolacem nt lra llots i f he or she makes

a mistake prior to the ballot beinq cast.
(5) Receive an expl-anation if his or her reqistration or

ident i tv is in ouestion.
(6) Cast- a orovisional ballot. if his or her reoislration or

identitv is in suestion.
(1) Receive written instructions to use when votinq and,

uDon reouest, oral instructions from el-ections officers to use

when voting.
(B) Vote free from coercion or i nI'i m'i ciation krv eIection.s
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officers or anv other person.

(9) Vote on a vol,ino svst-em t t l .q in workincr r:oncl'ilion ancl

that will allow votes to be accuratefv cast and accuratelv

counted.

Section 1201,.4 . Senior Voter's Bill of Rishts.--In addition

to the riohts of a voter under se ri(: rln 12O1 -?- a rzoter .i n th'i s

Commonwealth who is 70 vears o f aoe or older shall have the

riqht to:

(1) Receive anv assi-stance ne essarv to successful-l-v cast a

ballot.
(2\ Move to the front of the line upon arrival at a polfinq

place.

(3) Receive assistance throuqh supervised voting under

section 1306.2.

Secti-on 120L.5. Disabled Voterrs BilI of Riqhts.--In

addition to the riohts of a voter under section I20I.3, a voter
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in this Commonwealth who is di al-r od .q1 hall ha ve lhe rioht to:t-

2 (1) Receive anv assistance necessar t rl srrccessfrr-'l -l v cast a

3 ba11ot.

4 (2\ Move to the front of the line upon arrival at a pollinq
place.

(3) Brino into a ool-l-ins place or elections office a service

animal oualified under the Americans w-l h D'i sab'i I 'i t'i es Act oft
L990 (Publ-ic Law 101-336, 104 Stat. 321) .

(4) Vote usinq an accessible votinq machine approved under

this act.
(5) Have aff polfinq places in this Commonwealth meet

accessibilitv reouirements under t he Ameri cans w'i th Di sab'i I i t i es
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Act of 1990 (Publ-ic Law 101-335, 104 Stat. 321).

(6) Request a ballot be brouqht bv e]ection offi-cers outside

the poll-inq place of the qualified elector, provlded that:
(i) A qual-ified electorrs vote under this section shall be

cast within 150 feet of the entrance to the poll-inq pl-ace.

(ii) The qual-ified elector shafl mark the ball-ot in the

presence of two election officers, with one representinq each of

the pol-itical parties with the sreatest number of resistered

electors in this Commonweafth.

(iii) The ouafified electo:: shafl mark the bal-]ot in a

secret manner and, obscuri-nq the vote, return the ballot to the

election officers. The efection officers shall immediatefv

retrr rn I o the no11inarn 1 er]e A nd deoosit the ballot in the votino

machine.

(iv) The efectronic poll book utilized bv the pollinq place

shaf I be brouoht lo the orral i ied elector, if oossible. or

otherw'i se macle l-o r alif ied elect-or I s oart icioat i on

202rDO4853
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1 (v) A record s al I be made of each elector vo i no under this

section and of each election officer assi-stinq i the castino ot

each such ballot.

Section 15. Sectj-ons L205 and 1210 (a.3) ( ) of the act are

5 amended to read:

6 Section 1205. T j-me f or Opening and Closing Polls. --At al-l

7 primaries and efections

B Eastern Standard Time, l

the polls shall be opened at 7 A.M. ['

2
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1ocal time and shall remain open

continuously until B P.M. Iocal time, IEastern Standard Time, ]

at which time they shall be closed.

Section L2I0. Manner of Applying to Vote; Persons Entitled

to Vote; Voter's Certificates; Entries to Be Made 1n District

Register; Numbered Lists of Voters,' Challenges.--* * *

(a.3)

(4) As each voter is found to be qualified and votes, the

election officer in charge of the district register shal1 [write

or stampl record the date of the election or primary, his number

in the order of admission to the voting machines, and at

primaries a letter or abbreviation designati-ng the party in

whose primary he votes, and shal-I sign lhis name or initj-al-s in

the proper space on the registratj-on card of such voter

contained in the district register. l electro ir:allv-

Section 16. Section 1,23I(a) , (b) (1), (3) and (4) of the act,

amended March 21, 2020 (P.L.41., No.12), are amended to read:

Section L23L. Deadline for Receipt of Vafid Voter

Registration Application.--(a) Except as provided under

subsection (b), each commission, commissioner and registrar or

cl-erk appointed by the commission shall receive, durlng ordinary

business hours and during additional hours as the commission
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1 prescribes, dt the office of ttre commission and at addit.ional

2 places as the commission designates, applicati-ons from

3 individual-s who apply to be registered to vote as provided under

4 25 Pa.C.S. Pt. IV (relating to voter registration) who appear

5 and claim that they are entitfed to be registered as efectors of

a municipality . A commissio mav not- acceot the reoi st-ration

ann'l i cat i on of A n individ rla'l rrnt i 'l a f t er the comln 'i ssion has

6

7

9
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1,4
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conf i rmecl t-he in VI .lualrs e'l i cri bi 'l i tv to reoister 1.o rzote uncler

Article VII-A.

(b) fn the administration of voter registration, each

commission shall ensure that an applicant who is a qualified

el-ector is registered to vote in an efection when the applicant

has met any of the following conditions:

(1) In the case of voter registration with a motor vehicl-e

driver's ficense application under 125 Pa.C.S. S L323 (relating

to application with driver's license application)l section 723-

At if the valid voter reglstration application is received by

the appropriate commission not later than Ififteen] thlrtv days

before the election.

(3) In the case of voter registration at a voter

registration agency under 25 Pa.C.S. S 1325 (relating to

government agencies), if the valid voter registratj-on

application is received by the appropriate commission not later

than Ififteen] thirtv days before the election.

(4) In any other case, Lf the valid voter registration

application of the applicant is received by the appropriate

commission not later than Ififteen] thirtv days before the

el-ection.
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Section

1305 (b) of

Section

L] . Sections 1302(b), (i)(2) and (k) , 1302.1(a) and

the act are amended to read:

1302. Appfications for Official Absentee Ballots. --*

(b) The followino sha I 'l ann'l v:

(1) An application for a qualified elector under subsection

(a) shall contain the following information, without which the

application shal-l- be reiected:

(it Home residence at the l-ime of entrance into actual

military service or Federal employment, Ilength of time a

citizen; length of residence in Pennsylvania; datel if

appl-icable.
( r'r ) l)a1-e of birth-[, length of lime a resident of voting

district, voting district if known, partyl
(iii) Partv choice in case of primary[, name and, for a

militaryl .

(iv) Name.

(v) For a militarv efector, his stateside military address,

serial number.

of the foflowinq:
FPO or APO number

(vi ) At least

and

two

(A) Last four dioits of th el er:1-orts Soc'i a I Securi tv

number.

(B) If the elector has a Penn vlvania driver's license, the

license number.

(C) The efector's vot r reoi .s.l- rat i on numkrer -

(1--1 ) A orra'l ifiecl electorrs nn lication shall conla i n the

fol-lowinq, but the application shall not be re-rected if the

information is unknown or not provided:

(i) Votinq district.
'i 'ra L crlh nf .l-imc a ident of votin
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(iii) Lenqth of time a citizen.
l i rr\ T,cnrrlh of res i den in this Cnmmnnr^ro:'l J-h

(2\ Any elector other than a mi.l-itary efector shall in

addition specify the nature of his employment, the address to

which ballot is to be sent, reiationship where necessary/ and

such other informatj-on as may be determined and prescribed by

the Secretary of the Commonwealth.

(3) When such application is received by the Secretary of

the Commonwealth it shall be forwarded to the proper county

board of election.

(i) * * *

(2) Nothing in this act shall prohibit a prJ-vate

organization or individual from prlnting bfank voter

applications for absentee ballots or shall- prohibit the use of

such applicati-ons by another individual, provided the form,

content and paper quality have been approved by the Secretary of

the Commonwealth. Voter appli-cations for absentee ballots
distributed under this section. rrs1. r:lear'l rr inclicate that t-hev

have not been sent or distribu edI lrrz a r:orrni-\/ or bv the

department and must be blank upon distributi-on to anv efector.

(k) The Secretary of the Commonwealth tmayl shal-I develop an

el-ectronic system through which all qualified el-ectors may apply

for an absentee ballot and request permanent absentee voter

status under subsection (e.1), provided the system is able to

capture a digitized or electronic signature of the applicant. A

county board of el-ections shal-1 treat any application or request

received through the efectronic system as if the application or

request had been submitted on a paper form or any other format
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used by the county.

Section 1,302.1,. Date of Application for Absentee Ball-ot.--
(a) Except as provided in subsection (a.3), applications for

absentee ballots shall be received in the office of the county

board of elections not earl-ier than fifty (50) days before the

primary or election, except that if a county board of el-ections

determines that it woul-d be appropriate to its operational

needs, dfry applicatlons for absentee ballots received more than

fifty (50) days before the primary or election may be processed

before that time. Applications for absentee bal-l-ots shall be

processed if received not l-ater than five o'clock P.M. of the

I second Mondav prior to the day of any primary or

election.
***

***

rarri qf ari nrr .l.n

Section 1305. Delivering or Mailing Ballots. --

(b) (1) The county board of electj-ons upon receipt and

approval- of an appli-cation filed by any elector qualified in

accordance with the provisi-ons of section 1301, subsections (i)

to (f ), inclusive, shal-l commence to deliver or mai-l official

absentee bal-l-ots t

on the dav after the deadline for

vot a i n :nrr a-l anl i nn While any proceeding is
pending in a Federal or State court which would affect the

contents of any ballot, the county board of el-ections may await

a resol-ution of that proceeding but in any event, sha11 commence

to del-i-ver or mai-l- official absentee ballots not later than the

second Tuesday prior to the primary or election. For those

applicants whose proof of identification was not provided with

the application or could not be verified by the board, the board
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1 shall- send the notice required under section L302.2(d) with the

2 absentee ball-ot. As additional applications are received and

3 approved after the time that lhe county board of elections

4 begins del-ivering or mail-ing official absentee and maj-l--in

5 ballots, the board shall- del-iver or mail official- absentee

6 bal-Iots to such additional el-ectors within f orty-eight hours.

7

B

9
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I2

13

1"4

15

1,6

L1
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L9
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2T
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(2\ A countv board of elections shall investiqate the

circumstances of anv absentee ballot returned a .s rrnaic1i rrerahl e

bv the United States Postal- Service. The investiqation shal-l

include contactinq the absentee elector, further attempts to

have his bal-Iot delivered and the correction or reconsideration

of his reqistration status and reqistered address, if these are

found to be incorrect.
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(3) Tf a olralifiecl akrsentee I or-l oT directs the crrralifieci

e I ect-or I s ba I I ot t-o be mai led ln en address o lher than the

qualified electorrs reqistere cl aclclress. a countv board of

1
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Sha to the

aflte li fi odo F.- a)1 t rrs re isterefr .'l r rlrl ra q q

Section 18. Sectlon 1306 (a) of the acL, amended March 21 ,

2020 (P.L.41,, No.12), is amended and the section is amended by

adding a subsection to read:

Section 1306. Voting by Absentee Electors.--(a) Except as

provided in paragraphs (2) and (3), at any ti-me after receiving

an offi-cial absentee ballot, but on or before eight o'cfock P.M

the day of the prj-mary or election, the elector shall- , in

secret, proceed to mark the ballot only in black lead pencil,

indelible pencil or blue, black or bl-ue-black ink, in fountain

pen or ball point p€n, and then fold the ballot, enclose and

securely seal the same in the envelope on which is printed,

stamped or endorsed "Official Election Ba11ot. " This enveJ-ope

shall then be placed 1n the second one, on which is prj-nted the

form of decfaratj-on of the elector, and the address of the

elector's county board of election and the local election

district of the elector. The e-lector shal-l then fill out, date

and sign the decfaration prlnted on such envelope. ISuch

envelope shal1 then be securely sealed and the elector shall

rsend same by mail, postage prepaid, except where franked, or

deliver it i-n person to said county board of election. l

(a .1 The elector shall rior to eioht o'clock P.M. on11

election dav, return his or her completed absentee ballot bv one

of the followinq methods onl-v:
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(1) Deliverv t rouoh the llnitecl States Postal So rVAC F lo the

offices of his or her corrntv boa rcl of e'l ect ions -

(2\ Deliverv in oerson to th nermanent offi ces of his or

her count-v board of elections clrrrino ils recnrlar hotrrs of

operation.
(3) Delirrerv to a baI'l of rettr nn estab I i shecl unclerrn I nr-al a

he followin co

(i) A ballot retur n lor:ation mav on'l v be oDer I ori durin .r the

horlrs of seven orclock A.M. to ei ohl- o'r:lock P-M- clrrri no t-he

seven davs prior to an election.
( 'i i ) Ra I 'l ot retrr rn I oc':a t-'i on s rr ha osl ablished brz a corrntv

boarcl of e.l ecti ons as necessA \/ Thc fa 1f .)w an at shall ann l rr:

(A) A r:orrnl-r,r sha'l I ma i nta i n e.l- lo:qf one he 11 a) t retur n

location, and ma inlain an aclciitiona'l ba'l lot Tclrr rn .)c ationma I

for each l-00,000 residents of t t r:orrntv as of t-he most- recent

t_
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census.

(R) Ba'l I o.t- ret.rrrn I ocations mrsl_ be monitored brr at I east

one i nsner:tor of el ecti ons f rom er-h of lhe I rties wi th theonaW

hiohest number of reoistered e1e tors in thi.s Commonwealt-h- Each

insoector of elections shall r:ei rre l-he same c:omrlen.sat-i on

nrov'i clecl f or an el ect'i on rrnder t .q aal tforeI ar:h cjarr on whi r:h he

monitors a bal-lot return l-ocatron.

(C) The insoectors of el-ecti n mon'i l-orino a ba'l 'l o1- rel-rirn

location shall verifv the identificat ion of ear:h inclirri clual

ret.rrrni no a bal I of cons'i stent w rovisions of thij-h ]_ha n s ar:t ^

The inspectors of election sha-l 1 also revlew each ballot prior

to the ballot's return to ensure r:omnl etene.ss of the clecl a rat'i on

of the el-ector, sisnature and date

(D) Ballot return locations must be monitored bv video

recordinq durinq each hour of operation. The recording must be
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ma de av i1 al^r 1 fF or nrrl-l'l i r- i nsne tion and retained for a Deriod

of two VEATS

(E) Ballots returned to a location established under this

section must be promptlv col-lected and secured each evening

after ei-qht o'clock P.M., or immediatelv upon beinq closed for

the clarr- wh lc h ever is earlier.

(F) Each bal-lot return location intended to be established

in an election must be publicfv announced at l-east thirtv (30)

davs prior to establ-ishment.

(G) Each bal-l-ot return location must be considered a pol-l-inq

nl ar:e f or the re afua remF n ts rl f his act. includino accessibilitv.t

1
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acce ss of obs e 1170 T s and T osf r:iction of oolitical activitv.

(H) Ballot return locations must be established at a fixed

location for the duration of the seven davs prior to an

election.
(I) Ballot return locatlons must be evenl-v distributed

th rorrohorr1_ A count to ensure eoual access of voters.

J After th o oslalr li shmonl rr in-oerson earlv votino under

Articl-e XIII-F, ba11ot return l-ocations mav onl-v be established

(4\ Nothin .T in this s cti ha11 be construed to orohibite ons

an el-ector from returni-nq the compl-eted bal-1ot of another member

of his household, reqistered at the same residential- address and

unil number- Al anrr time tha1- an efector aDDears with the intent

of re turnin .I ma) T ho1- an nnA r-.)mn eted ba11ot. the i nsoect-ors of

el-ection shafl- review the baffots for compfiance with this

sr:bsect-i on ^ An e'l er:for relrrrni no more than one comoleted ballot

.shal I be informeci of the ne na 1r orovided under section 1855 for

anv unl-awfuf col-lection of ball-ots.
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Section

Section

19. The

L306.2.

act is amended by

Supervised votinq

adding a section to read:

bv qualified absentee
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el cr:f o rs in certain facilities. --
(a) The countv board of electi .) NS shall l-)rovide su ervl^) 'l sed

votinq for absent electors residinq in an assisted livinq

facilitv or nursinq home facilitv within that countv at the

supervised votino in the facilitv shall be made bv submittinq a

written request to the board of elections no later than twentv-

one (2I) davs prior to the election for which that request is

submitted. The reouest shall specifv the name and address of the

facilitv and the name of e]ectors who wish to vote absentee in

that e]ection. ff the reouest contains the names of fewer than

five vqters, the board of elections is not reguired to provide

ervised v an

(b) The countv board of elections firdv, in the absence of a

resuest from the administrator of a facilitv, provide for

supervised votinq in the facilitv for persons who have requested

an ahsen1_ ee ballot. The count board of elections shal1 notifv

the administrator of a facilltv that supervised votinq wifl

occur.

(c) The countv board of electi ons shal-1, in cooperation with

the administrator of a facil-itv, sel-ect a date and time when the

supervised votinq will occur.

(d) The countv board of el-ections shall desiqnate supervised

rrot i no teams to n rovide so rva s Drescribed bv this section.(-.

Each supervised votinq team shal1 include at least two persons.

Each supervised votins team must incl-ude representatives of at

I erast. the two nart i es wi l-h l-he l-arqest number of reoistered

eler:tors in lh.i s Common wealth, exceot that, in a orimarv
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e'l er:tion to nominate nartv nom-; n ocs i n r^rh'i ch onl one narlrz has

r:ancli cla1-e.s anneAri ncr on the bal'l nl oe r-h slrl..lo rvised voti nct team

members mav be of onlv that par: \/^ A candi clat-e mav not Drovide

supervised vo rno servlces.

(e) The sllDervised votino team shal'l cle'l i ver lhe ballots to

the resoect i ve ah)sent-ee elect-o d each memher of the teams an

sha I I i o'i ntl v sunerrz'i se the vot i (i of lha l^re ts. If an el er:tor11

reorrests assi sl-anr:e i n rrot-i no- .l-ha nalh nrcsr-r-ilrod rrn der thi s

act shall be comoleted and he e'l er:tor mav recei ve the

assistance of two members of the s rrnerrri sed rrot i no team or some

other Derson of the electorrs ch a) e to assil- a st the eler:tor in

castinq the electorr s ball-ot.
(f) Before providinq assistance, the supervised votinq team

shall- discl-ose to the elector th I the bal lot mav kre retained to

vote at a later time and that the eler:1-or has the rioht t-o seek

L
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assistance in votino from some other nerson of lhe electorfs

choice wit-horrt t-he Dresence of I he sune rvl-se .l rzo1_ i no team -

(o) Tf an e'l ect-or clecl i nes to 1f T is unable torrol o a ha otrl

vote a ball-ot, the supervised rrotinq team shal-I mark the ballot
ttrefused to votett or rrrrnahl e to rlote ^ 

It

(h) After the ballots ha been voted or ma rkecl i n

accordance with the provisions of this section, the supervised

votinq team shall deliver the ball-ots to the countv board of

elections

(i) The department shall- provi-de trai-ninq and information to

assisted l-ivinq facil-ities and nurslnq home facilities in order

to assist resldents 1n votinq, incl-udinq appllcable l-aws

rc.Ia rdin .T as sist ana1 eanv a) tin af and oenalties for violation of

election faws.

Section 20. Sections 1308 (q) and 1302-D (b) and (g) of the
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1 act, amended March 2f, 2020 (P.L.4L, No.12), are amended to

2 read:

3 Section 1308. Canvassing of Of f icial Absentee Bal-l-ots and

4 Mail--in Bal-lots. --* * *

R (q) (1) (i) An absentee baflot cast by any absentee

6 elector as defined in section 1301(a), (b), (c) , (d) , (e), (f ),

1 (g) and (h) shal-l be canvassed in accordance with this

B subsection if the ballot is cast, submitted and received in

accordance with the provisions of 25 Pa.C.S. Ch. 35 (relating to

uniform military and overseas voters).

(if ) An absentee bal-l-ot cast by any absentee elector as

defined in sectj-on 1301(i) , (f ) , (k) , (l) , (m) and (n) , an

absentee ballot under section ]-302 (a.3) or a mai]-in ball-ot cast

by a mail--in efector shall be canvassed in accordance with this

subsection if the absentee baltot or mail-in baffot is received

in the office of the county board of el-ections no l-ater than

eight orclock P.M. on the day of the primary or el-ection.

(1.1) The county board of elections shaff meet lno earlier

9
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1_3
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th ,'eev€in, o I cl'oCk A.,M'-' onl at least twice, inc luclino a]- nine

oIclock A-M- on the first Frida rz and nan 'clock A.M. on theon

first Saturdav prlor to electi-on day to pre-canvass all ballots

to pre-canvass ballotsreceived prior to the meeting Meetinqs

mav occur onlv between nine o'clock A.M. and nine o'c1ock P.M.

on the five davs crior to e]ection dav and while pofls are open

on election dav. A county board of efections shall provide at

.l-east forty-eight hoursr notice of a pre-canvass meeting by

publicly posting a notice of a pre-canvass meeting on its

publicly accessibl-e Internet website. One authorized

representative of each candidate in an election, one authorized

ret?resentative of the countv chairperson of each political partv
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1 and one representative

2 permitted to remain in
3 and mail-in ballots are

Ifrom] .o:[ each political party shall be

the roorn in which the absentee bal-lots

pre-canvassed. Authorized

reDresentatives shall be orovide w i l-h mean i nofu-l access to view

anci observe the entire Drocess f re-canvass I nc' or (:an\/ass'l ncf1-)

activities. Such access s al I aflow all authorized

representatives to easilv read the text on anv ballot or

envel-ope at anv point in the process of pre-canvassinq or

canvassino activities. A counl-rr boarcl of e'l er:ti ons must

desionate an official to re na') nd to issues renorl- eci hrz

authori z.ed renresent-at-'i ves - Th dana rlmo n hall estt^ ahl i.sh A

orocecirrre for arrt-hori zecl reDrese AVnlal est ore 11a) rt an \/ con ce rn s

arisinq from anv pre-canvass meetinq and the department must

investioate and report on anv concerns raised in each election.

A countv board of elections shal- I rer:ord the nre-can\rassi no and

canvasslno meetinos with audio and visual- recorci'i no ^ The enl i re
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recorcl i no uncler th i .s sect i on sha I I lrc marie A vaifable onl rz after

the close of the polls. No person observJ-ng, attending or

participating in a pre-canvass meeting may discl-ose the resul-ts

of any portion of any pre-canvass meetlng prior to the cfose of

the po11s.

(2) The county board of el-ections shall meet no earfier than

the cl-ose of polls on the day of the el-ection and no later than

eiqht o'cfock A.M. on the tthirdl day fol-lowing the election to

begin canvassing absentee ballots and maj-l--in ballots not

included in the pre-canvass meeting. The meeting under this

paragraph shal-1 continue until all absentee bal-lots and mail-in

balfots received prior to the close of the polls have been

canvassed. The county board of el-ectlons shal-l not record or

publish any votes refl-ected on the bal-l-ots prior to the cl-ose of
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the poIls. The canvass process shall continue through the eighth

day following the electj-on for val-i-d military-overseas ballots

timely recej-ved under 25 Pa.C.S. S 3511 (relating to recelpt of

voted ballot). A county board of el-ectj-ons shall- provide at

least forty-eight hours' notice of a canvass meeting by publicly

posting a notice on its publicly accessible Internet webslte.

One authorized representative of each candidate in;an election

and one representative from each political party shall be

permitted to remain in the room in which the absentee ballots

and mail-in ballots are canvassed.

(3) When the county board meets to pre-canvass or canvass

absentee bal-l-ots and ma1l-in bal-l-ots under paragraphs (1), (1.1)

and (2), the board shal-l teiaminet do all of the fol-lowinq:

(i) Examine the decl-aration on the envelope of each ballot

not set aside under subsection (d) and shall compare the

information and si-snature thereon with that contained in the

"Registered Absentee and Mail-in Voters Fi-1e, " the absentee

voters' list and/or the "Military Veterans and Emergency

Civil-ians Absentee Voters File," whichever is applicable.
(ii) A countv board of election s .qhal I lrse en arrtomatecl

sortino or extractino machine a) ess sla ana t S t-) roce s s an cf f

absentee ballots and mail-in ballots, the machine must possess

caoabilities as a sionature er.i f i r:at i on clerzi ce - ancl the

caoabi l it ies mrrst addit ionallv lro lrsF d hrr I h count boar .l of

elections to assist in comcarinq the sisnature on each balfot

with the signature in a voter's file.

(iii) If the county board has verified the proof of

identification as required under this act and is satisfied that

the declaratj-on is sufficient tanCt, that the information

contained in the "RegJ-stered Absentee and Mail-j-n Voters Filer"
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1 the absentee voters I

2 Emergency Civilians

3 vote [:r ] and that the

4 siqnature on file, the county board shall

fist and/c:r the "Military Veterans and

Absentee Voters File" verifi-es his right to

signature on the ballot matches the

provide a

or mail-in

list of the

ballots are5 names of electors whose absentee ballots

6 to be pre-canvassed or canvassed.

(iv) For absentee ballots or i1-in ballots which lheme

countv board 1s not satisfi-ed that proof of identification has

been provided due to an inabilitv to match the siqnature present

on the ballot to the si-qnature on file, or for a ballot on which

the decl-aration of the elector is incomc]ete, or are unsiqned or

1
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rrnd:l-ori lho nnrrnlrz board s h:l'l .

(A) Attemot to notifv the efector bv mail, emai1. tefeohone

or text message that the el-ector's ballot is incomplete and wj-l-l-

not be counted unless acti-on 1s taken bv the elector prior to

the closinq of poffs on Efection Dav.

(B) Direct the elector to aDDear before the Board of

trl ections to atomn olo the mi ssf ino information or to orovide an

electronic, facsimile or paper copv to the countv board of

elections, incfudinq:
(I) proof of identification and an executed affirmation

atlest'i no - under nenalt of riurv, that the elector is thet..)F

same individual who personaffv remitted the absentee ballot or

maif -in bal-lot; or
( TT ) an exer:rrtecl affirmation attestino, under oenaltv of

oerjurv, that the efector is the same individuaf who personall-v

remitted the absentee bal-l-ot or mail-in ballot and that the

e l ect-or i s i nci'i oent ancl rrnahl e I obtain oroof of identification

wi thoul the na vment of a fee.
( rr ) F-or I ae l-ra 'l 'l of q rrr il-i n ba'l I ots wi th 'i nr:rrrab'l e
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errors, includino facklnq a sec cv envelooe, or the markino of

identifvinq information on the secrecv envefope, the countv

board shaff:
(A) attempt to notifv the elector bv mail, emai-l, telephone

or text messaoe that the elector's ballot cannot be counted due

to an incurable error; and

(B) direct the elector to vote on election dav usinq a

provislonal bal-lot; or

(C) if the el-ector is unable to appear at his or her pollinq

place on electi-on dav due to a reason l-isted under section 1301,

di roaJ- lha al an]_nr toa n n 1 \7 for an emer enc anfaa hallnld abs

(4) Al-l- absentee ballots which have not been challenged

under section 7302.2(c) and al-l mail-in bal-lots which have not

been challenged under section L302.2-D(a) (2) and that have been

ieri-fied under paragraph (3) shall be counted and included with

the returns of the applicable efection distrlct as foll-ows:

(i) The county board shafl open the envelope of every

unchallenged absentee elector and mail-in el-ector in such manner

as not to destroy the declaratr-on executed thereon.

(ii) If any of the envelopes on which are printed, stamped

or endorsed the words "Officj-al El-ection Ballot" contaj-n any

text, mark or symbol which reveals the identity of the elector,

the elector's political affiliation or the elector's candidate

preference, the envelopes and the ballots contained therein

shall be set aside and dec]ared void.

(j-ii) The county board shal-l then break the seals of such

envelopes, remove the bal-lots and count, compute and tally the

votes.

(iv) Following the cl-ose of the po1ls, the county board

sha1l record and publish the votes reflected on the ballots.
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(5) Ballots received whose applications have been challenged

and bal-lots which have been challenged shal-I be placed unopened

in a secure, safe and sealed container in the custody of the

county board until it shall fix a time and place for a formal

hearing of all such challenges, and notice shal-l be given where

possible to all absentee electors and mail-in electors thus

challenged and to every individual who made a challenge. The

time for the hearing shal,l- not be l-ater than seven (7) days

after the deadl-ine for all challenges to be filed. On the day

fixed for said hearing, the county board shall proceed without

delay to hear said challenges, and, in hearing the testimony,

the county board shall not be bound by the Pennsylvania Rul-es of

Evidence. The testimony presented shal-l be stenographically

recorded and made part of the record of the hearing.

(6) The decision of the county board in upholding or

dismissing any challenge may be revi-ewed by the court of common

pleas of the county upon a petition filed by any person

aggrieved by the decision of the county board. The appeal shal-l

be taken, within two (2) days after the decj-sion was made,

whether the decision was reduced to writing or not, to the court

of common pleas setting forth the objections to the county

board's decision and praying for an order reversing the

decision.

(1) Pending the final determj-natj-on of all appeals, the

county board shal-l- suspend any action in canvassing and

computing all challenged ball-ots received under this subsection

irrespective of whether or not appeal was taken from the county

boardrs decision. Upon completion of the computation of the

returns of the county, the votes cast upon the challenged

official absentee bal-lots that have been finally determined to
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1 be valid shall be added to the other votes cast within the

2 county.
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Section 1302-D. Applications for official mail-in ballots.

***

rl**

(b) Content.--The following shal-l- apply:

(1) The qualified el-ector's application shal1 contain

the following j-nformation, without which the application

sha11 be re-iected:

(i) Date of birth.

(iv)

(v)

(vi)

Party choice in case of primary.

Name.

At least two of the f oll-owinq:

(A) Last four diqits of the electorrs Social

Securitv number.

(B) If the elecLor has a Pennsvlvanla driver's

l-icense, the license number.

(C) The elector's voter reqistration number.

(1.1) The oualifi-ed elector's application shaIl contain

the followi-ns, but the application shal-l not be reiected if
this information is unknown or not provided:

(i) Votinq distrlct.
(ii) Lenqth of time a resident of votinq district.

(2) A qualified e1ector shal-l, in addition, I

specifv his or her

recristcrcrl address- tn r^rh'i nh I

202rDO4853 t02
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mail.

(3) When an application

the Commonwealth it shal-l- be

board of el-ection.
***

i-s received by the Secretary of

forwarded to the proper county

(g) Permanent mail-in voting list.--

(1) Neither the deoartment nor the countv shall maintain

a permanent mail-in votinq list. A qualified elector must

separatelv request a mail-in bal1ot for each el-ection in
which the qualified elector chooses to vote bv mai-l,

i nr:l rrcl i no f or cec h e'l cr:f held within the same calendart- .)n

vear.

(2) The Secretary of the Commonwealth may develop an

el-ectronj-c system through whj-ch al-l- qualified electors may

apply for a mail-in ba11ot and request permanent mai-l-in

202LD04853 1_03



1

2

3

4

5

6

1

B

9

10

11

L2

13

I4

15

L6

T1

1B

19

20

2L

22

23

1ALA

z6

21

2B

29

30

voter status under this section, provided the system is abl-e

to capture a digitized or el-ectronic signature of the

applicant. A county board of elections shall treat an

application or request received through the electronic system

as if the application or request had been submitted on a

paper form or any other format used by the county.

t (3) The transfer of a qualified registered elector on a

permanent mail-in voting list from one county to another

county shal1 only be permitted upon the request of the

qualified registered elector. l

Section 2L. Section 1,302.1-D(a) of the act is amended to

read:

Section L302.1-D. Date of application for mail-in ball-ot.

(a) General rule.--Applications for mail-in ball-ots shal1 be

received in the office of the county board of elections not

earlier than 50 days before the primary or electlon, except that

if a county board of el-ections determines that 1t. woufd be

appropriate to the county board of elections' operational needs,

any applications for mail--in baffots received more than 50 days

before the primary or election may be processed before that

time. Applications for mail-in ballots shall be processed if

received not later than five o'clock P.M. of the Ifirst Tuesday]

second Mondav prior to the day of any primary or election.

Section 22. Section 1305-D of the act, amended March 2f,

2020 (P.L.4L, No.12), is amended to read:

Sectlon 1305-D. Delivering or mail-ing ba11ots.

The fol-lowinq applv:

(1) The county board of el-ections, upon receipt and

approval of an application fi-led by a qualified elector under

202rD04853 L04
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section 1301-D, shal-f commence to deliver or mail official

maif-in ballots [as soon as a baIlot is certified and the

ballots are available. l on Lhe dav after the deadline for

registerinq to vo e in an election While any proceeding 1s

pending in a Federal or State court which woul-d affect the

contents of any ballot, the county board of el-ections may

await a resolution of that proceeding but in any event, shall-

commence to deliver or mai-l- official mail-in ball-ots not

later than the second Tuesday prior to the primary or

el-ection. For applicants whose proof of identification was

not provlded with the appllcation or coul-d not be verified by

the board, the board shall send the notice required under

section 1302.2-D(c) with the mail-in ba11ot. As additional

applications are received and approved, the board shall

deliver or mail- official mail-in ballots to the additional-

electors within 4B hours.

(2) The countv board of el-e tions shall investioate the

circumstances of anv maif-in baflot returned as undefiverable

bv the United States Postal- Service. The inve st.i oat'i on shal I

include contactino the mail-in elector further atlemn1-.s to

have his ballot delivered, and the correction or

reconsideration of his reqistration status and reqi-stered

address, if these are found to be incorrect.

Section 23. Sections 1306-D(a) of the act, amended March 2J,

2020 (P.L.41,, No.12), is amended and the section is amended by

adding a subsection to read:

Section 1306-D. Votinq by maii-in el-ectors.

(a) Generaf rul-e.--At any time after receiving an official-

mail-in balfot, but on or before eight o'cfock P.M. the day of

the primary or election, the mail-in elector sha11, in secret,
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proceed to mark the ballot only in bl-ack l-ead pencil, indelible

pencil or blue, black or blue-bfack ink, in fountain pen or bal-f

point p€n, and then fold the ballot, encl-ose and securely seal-

the same in the envelope on which is printed, stamped or

endorsed "Of f j-ciaI Election Baf 1ot. " This envelope shal-l- then be

placed in the second one, on which is prlnted the form of

decl-aration of the elector, and the address of the efector's

county board of election and the local- el-ection district of the

elector. The elector shal-l then fill out, date and sign the

declaration printed on such envelope. ISuch envelope shatl then

be securely sealed and the elector shall send same by mail,

postage prepaid, except where franked, or deliver it in person

to said county board of election. l

(a -2\ Rettrrn of comnlel-ecl il-in baffots. --The elector
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sha'l 'l - nri or to ea ht o'clock P.M. on election dav, return hiscf

or her .)mn let od ma in halloli1- bv one of l-he fol I owi no methocl s

onlv:
(1) Del'i rzerrz 1-hrorroh th e United States Postal Service to

the of f i r:es of hi s countv board of elections.
(2\ Deliverv in oerson t-o t he permanent offices of his

or her countv boarcJ of electio s durinq its requ]-ar hours of

operation.

3 Deliv rz lo a hallo1- r etrrrn I ocat'i on e.sl-abl i sheclT

under the fo1lo inq conditions:
(i) A ballot retrrrn Ior:a ion mav onlv be ooerated

cirr ri no the hours of seven clock A.M- to eioht otc'l ockor

P.M. durinq the seven davs prior to an e]ection.
('i i ) Ba I I ol relrrrn 'l ocat i s mav be established bv a

countv boa rcl of el ec1-'i ons A
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(A) A countv shall main ain at least one ballot

return location and mav mai ntain an aclclitional ballot

retrrrn location for each 1 0 0 00 0 re.s.i clenf s of that

countv as of the most recent census

(B) BaI I ot ret-rrrn Iocati be moni lo recl brrnns mrrst

at l-east one inspector of el-ections from each of the

two parties with the hiqhest number of reqi-stered

electors in this Commonw aIth- Each insnecLor of

elections shall receive the s ame comnensali on

nrovi clecl for an election do T t his act for ea r:h cla rr

on which he monitors a ballot return location.
(C) The insoectors of electi-on monitorinq anv

ballot return locati on sha'l I rzeri fv the

identification of each individua 'l relrr rn'i no a ba I I ot
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consistent wit-h the orovi s r)nsr) f this aca 1_- The

inspectors of efection shal-l al-so ensure review of

each ballot prior to the ballot I s return to ensure

comp]eteness of the decl-aration of the elector,

signature and date.
(D) Ballot return locations must he mon .i I o red brz

video recordinq durinq each hours of operation. The

recordi-nq shal1 be made available for public

inspection and retai-ned for a period of two vears

(E) Balfots recurned to a location established

under this section rnust be promptl-v collected and

secured each evening after eiqht o I clock P. M or

immediatefv upon beinq closed for the dav, whlchever

is earlier.
(F) Each bal1ot return location must be

a:ons'i clererl a no'l I i no n'l ar:
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thi s ar:t - i nc.l rrcli no ac oqqi hi I i .l-rz- acces sof

^l..car-tarc =nrl rac]- ri a1_ i ^f ^^ litical a n+i rri l-rr

(G) Ballot retlrrn I ocal.i ons mlrst be es tabli- sh ecl

at a fixed I r:al-.i on f or the clrrrat'i on flhes even

ra TtOane

(H) Bal lot return locati on s mtt sl be e\/en I v

distributed throuohout a colrntv to en ree cnl afsll

access of voters.
(T) After the estabfis nl- of i n-nerson earlv

vot.i no uncler Article XTf I-F bal I of retrrrn I ocati ons

mav onl v be established at I he same nremi ses as earl v

voti-ng locations in a countv.
( 4\ Noth'i no i n th i s sukrsec tion shall ho c.onstrue .i to

Drohibit an el r:tor f rom retrrrn'i no t-he comol lad lra flot o f

another member of his or her horrsehol ci - reo'i stered at the

t-
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same residential address and un .i t nrrmber - At anv t-i me that- an

el er:tor annea rs wi th t-he i nte I nf ralrr rnan at more 1.han one

r:omnleteci ba'l lot- lhe'i nsoector < nf al or-l- i nn sh A 11 review th

ballots for comDliance with th'i s srrbsecl i on - An el ecl,or

returnino more than one comofet ecl ba'l Iol- shaII be informecl of

the oenaItv orovided under s C ion 1855 foI r an\/ r'rn'l awful

col-lection of ball-ots.

Section 24. Section 7302-E(c) (4) of the

adding a subparagraph and the subsection is

paragraphs to read:

Section 1302-E. Pennsylvanj-a Election Law

act is amended by

amended by adding

Advisory Board.

(c) Duties.--The board shail- have the following duties:
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(4) Eval-uate and make recommendations on:

(iii) The ru I es rrrescri bed in th oa) ffici al

instructions ncl nror:eclrrres manual trnder his set cl_'i on

shalf include re u1al.i ons ancl restri ct-i ons af .]\/A rnCI 'r nar an\/

venclors cont-racted bv counties or lhe clenart.ment for the

printinq or mailinq of ballots.

(6) After consultation w i th each countv board of

el ect i ons. to orescribe rules .l_o ar:h'i erre anci maint-a'i n t-he

max'i mrrm cieoree of correctness, am11arti alil-rr- un'i formit-v and

ef f i c:'i encv on t-he orocedures for earl rr rrol- i no anci rrot i ncr and

of nroclrrr:'i no- cl'i stribulino. co 'l or-1- an countiaf_ ncl- tahrrl ati no

and s1_ori no bal l ots - The el ec i nn Iaw aclrz'i so r board s ha'l I

al-so adopt rules reoardinq transmittal- of unvot-ed ballots.

l_
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ballot reouests. voted ballots ancl olher el ect'i on materiaf s

to ancl f rom a crlra'l 'i f i ed abs n loe militar \/ or o\/ersea s

eler:tor- as clefinecl bv the IIn formod anrl Orzarseas Citi 7en s

Absentee Votino Act (Public Law 99-410 - 1 00 Stat- - 924\ . The

f ol-l-owinq shal-1 aoolv:

(i) The rules shall be orescr ihed in en official

.i nst rur:l .i ons anci nroceclures nrral fo ho a s srr eri not I a ter

than December 31 of each o -numberecl vea r i mmecl i al,el v

orecedino the oeneral electi n - Bef ore i ts i ssrrance - t-he

manual shal I be srrbmitted to h Pr sident nrott emrlore of

the Senate, the Speaker of the House of Representatives,

the Ma-i oritv Leader and Minori i-rr T,eacler of the Senate-

the Maioritv Leader and Minorit Leader f the Hor.se of

Representatives, the chair and minoritv chair of the

State Government Committee of the Senate, the chair and
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minoritv chair of lhe State Gorzernment i l1-ce lheof

House of Reore .qentatirres and the Governor not late r than

October 1 of the vear bef re ear:h crenera I election.

(ii) Each rule included in lhe offic'i aI inst-ructions

ancl oroeeclrrres manual must orovi ric r:i tal i ons to rel evant

provisions of this act.
(1\ To estabfish standa rcls for annlraI trainino

reguirements for all countv election officials ooll workers

and iudqes of electi-ons.
( B ) To acloot- ru I es orescri an af mlnamrrm stanclarcls forh

nonnart.i san voter eciucation Tha qfand:rds s 11 at aha

1
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L6
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minimum, address:

(i) voter o'i slralion:

(ii) balfotino procedur es - krv ma i I anci oollino

pface;

(i'i i ) voter riohts nrl res onsibn 'i lities:

(iv) distri-bution of sample ballots; and

(v) oubl-ic servi r:e annolrncements -

(9) To receive reoorts from r:orrntrz hroarcls of e'l ect i ons

recriri recl uncier section 302. t reexamfne l-he rrrles aclonted

rrncler rla raoranh ( I ) - ancl to lrs F .l-he fi ndi nos in the renort s

as a basis for modifvinq the r 'l e.s to i ncornorate successful

rrolor adrrr:efion r..lroarrems an r] l.aah na dl ES tq na-aqq:r\/

***

Section 25. The act is amended by adding an articl-e to read:

ARTICLE XT T T-F

EARLY VOTING BY OUALIFTED ELECTORS

Section l-301-F. In-person earl-v votinq.

Beoi-nnino with the 2025 primarv election, and for each

el-ection thereafter, each countv board of elections must provide
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electors with the oooortunitv to vo e at an ear lrr VOt l-i ncr r:enter-1

2

3

4

5

6

1

I
9

10

11

I2

13

L4

15

76

L1

18

L9

20

2L

22

23

24

tq

26

21

2B

29

30

prior tq election dav.

-F era lo

Thc fol 1 owtnat shall aDDlv:

(1) Each earlv votino center shall be considered a

pollinq place for the purposes of this act.
(2\ Earlv votinq centers mav be established beqi-nnins on

the second Fridav pri-or to an election and endinq on the

first Wednesdav prior to an efection. A countv shall operate

one earlv voting center for each 100,000 residents of the

countv at the time of the most recent census, with a minimum

of one center and a maximum of 10.

(3) Earlv voti-no centers mav be open from 7 A.M to B

P.M. each dav.

( 4\ The board shall orovid least 30 da s noticeeat

prior to the establ-ishment of anv earlv voting center,

includinq location and intended hours of operation.
(4.1) Earlv votinq centers mav be established onlv at a

buifdinq which provides the securitv required under paraqraph

(g) - a nd which is a cit hall. Dermanent oublic librarv

facilitv, courthouse or a municipal, countv or Commonwealth

owned permanent buil-dinq.

(5) A countv mav estabiish not more than 10 earlv votins

centers, distributed throuqhout the countv so as to ensure

eguaf access to a1f voters.
(6) An e arl- \/ \/oti nar center shall utilize electronic oo11

books with the capabilitv of scannins an elector I s

identification and printinq the appropriate ballot for that

el-ector.
(1 \ Ear:h ea rl v rrot i no r:ent
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the reguirements of the Americans with Disab Iities Act of

1990 (Pubfic Law l-01 -ji6 - 104 Stat.. 3?1\ -

(8) Votino at earlv votino r:enlers sha'l 'l be conducted

usino the same tvne of votin .r mar:h'i nes rrti I 'i zeci bv that-

countv on el-ection dav.

( I ) An ea rl v rzot i no center s hal lro continuI a I I rr ser:rr recl -

mon-i l.orcci hrr staff and monitor d l'rrz rri dor-r rcr-a) r .li n af from th

beoinnino of the period provid ecl for earl v vot-ino until- the

end. includino overnioht. Video rer:orcli no sha'l 'l be reta i ned

and made avail-able publiclv"

rr nor i orl - oe r-h ounta boa rcl(10) Drrri no anv ear'l v vot.i n

of elections shall make ava i l ahl e the total nr-rmber of

efectors havino cast a ballot al ear:h ea r'l v vot i no location

durino the orevious dav. Each r:orrnl-v boa rcl sha I I rlreoa re an

electronic data file listino the inclirri cirral electors who cast

1-
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1
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t2

13

L4

l_5

I6

1,1

1B

L9
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2L
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25

26

27

28

29
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a bal I ot cirlri no the earlv votin eriod. This .i nformationat l-)

.sha I I be unclatecl ancl macie ava i I al^r-l o n.) l:1-a r 1-ha n noon of

each dav and shal-l be provi-ded to the public upon reguest.

Section 1303-F. Reimbursement.

Counties shall be reimbursed rr the clena rtment f or ha I f of

the costs incurred in the operation of earlv votinq centers.

Section 26. Section 1402 of the act is amended by adding a

subsection to read:

Section 1,402. Returns to Be Open to Public Inspection;

Exceptions. --* * *

(a.1) Each ballot cast in an efer:f i on sha l I be onen lo

public inspection at the office of the countv board as soon as

practicable after an election, and for as lonq as the ballots

are required to be retained under thls act. Public inspection

shall be monltored to ensure the safetv and inteqritv of each
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1 ball-ot. The fol]owinq shal-l applv:

{1 ) A countv official and she i ff .shal'l hre oresent durino a

public inspection of ballots.
(2\ A hal lot mav not- kle altere .l - demaoed - morreri or clest roved

in the course of a publ-ic i-nspecti-on.

(3) For the 2 ?? nrimarv eler-:tion. and for o:ch a I F ct 'r on

thereafter, dioital cooies of ear:h hal I ot ^shal I be created,

retained and orovided Lloon re cnrest- srrkrier-:t to t.he same

conditions as phvsical- ballots.

Section 27. Section 1404(c) and (f)

to read:

Section 1,404. Computation of Returns

Certification; Issuance of Certificates

of the act are amended

by County Board;

of Election. --

***

***

2

3

4

5

6

1

I
9

1_0

1-1

L2

13

1-4

15

1,6

L7

t_8

1-9

20

2L

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

2021D0 4 I 53 1 1_3



L

2

3

4

5

6

1
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respectively, and unless it appears by said number or

calculations therefrom that said records, and the said general

return correspond, no further returns shall be read from the

latter until all discrepancies are explained to the satisfaction

of the county board. In the case of districts in which voti-ng

machines are used, there shall be read from the general return

the identifying number or other designation of each voting

machine used, the numbers registered on the protective counter

;or device on each machine prior to the opening of the polls and

immeOiately after close of the same, whereupon the clerk havi-ng

charge of the records of the county board showing the number

registered on the protective counter or devj-ce of each votj-ng

machine prior to delivery at the polting place, shal1 publicly

announce the numbers so registered, and unless it appears that

the said records, and the said general return correspond, no

further returns shall be read from the latter until any and all

discrepancies are explalned to the satisfaction of the county

board. l

(c) Tt shall be t-he dutv of each counl_rz boarcl of elect.i ons-

l-refore certification or the r sqite nce of certific ates of

el-ecti-on, to record the partici oat-ion of each elector and the

article of thls act bv which t e eler:for rzotecl- 'i n l-he voter

reoistration record established in 25 Pa-C-S- Ch- 12 Subch- B

( rel at i no to St.at-ewi cle IIn i f orm T f Electors SUREni sl \,/ .) )) Tf

ita ears th

district, or that the total number of votes returned for a

candidate for the same office or nomination at an election

exceeds the number of electors recorded as partlcipatinq in that

election in that district. th X 5J sha 11 he deemed aee

discrepancv and palpable error, shafl be investiqated by the
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return board a no rro1-e.q shal I be recorded fr the cli strict-

untif an investi- oalion is conclucted- The excess shal I authorize

the followins:
(1) The s naf of tha e e l er:t i on offi cer q_ r)Ve rseer s-

machine inspecto s and clerks to appear with anv el ection DaDers

in their oossesst on -

(2\ The oroductio n of lhe kral lot box before the rel-rr rn

boa rcl . the examinA tion a nd sr:rutinv of its cont n SAI nd of the

reo'i .st.rat-'i on ancl c I er-f n docum1 a) en1-s rel ati no t-o t hc dis tric i_ in

lhe r;resence of reoresent-atives of each nartv and candidate

interested who are attendinq the canvass of such votes.
(2 -1\ The recount of the bal lnls contai necl 'i n lhe ba.l I ot

box, either qe era'l l\/ or resneet-ino the oarticula r offi ce-

nomination, or A st i on as to wh'i ch t-he excess istsox 'i n the

1

2

3

q

tr
J

6

1

B

9

10
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L2

13

1-4

15

L6

I1

18

I9

20

2L

22

23

24

25

26

21

2B

29

30

di-scretion of the return board"_

(3) The eorrection of the ret rrrns i n acr-:orclance with the

result of the recount.
( 4\ In the dis relion of the rel-rrrn board, the ex r:'l rrsi on of

the ooll of the .i t- s trict ither as to a'l I office l.5s- CA ndidates

orrestions and narties, or as to a narti eu'l ar of f i ce. candidate,

ouesl'i on or narlv as t-o whi ch t oo xce SS CXiSt s- "i f the bal I ot

box is found to co tai n more bal I ots:

(i) than there are electors cri slered or enrol led in the

efection district;
(i'i ) of one nartv than ther or-l_ or .q re af istereF.ra. o I .l or

enrolled in the district as memkrers of that oartv;

(iii) than the number of vote rs who rzoleci at ihe e.l ect i on;

or

(iv) of one partv than the number of voters of the partv who

rzotecl al the e.l er:l-'i on-
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(5) A reDort of the facts of the cas e to the cl'i .sfri r:t1
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attornev where the action appears to be warranted.

(f) As the returns from each election district are read'

computed and found to be correct or corrected as aforesaid, they

shall- be recorded on the blanks prepared for the purpose until

all the returns from the various election districts which are

entitled to be counted shafl have been duly recorded, when they

shall be added together, announced and attested by the cferks

who made and computed the entries respectively and signed by the

members of the county board. Returns under this subsection shal-l-

be considered unofficial for flve (5) days. The county board

shall- submit the unofficial returns to the Secretary of the

Commonweal-th tby five o'clock P. M. on the Tuesday following the

election. l 'i ncremenla'l 'l v ancl as often a s nre r-J_ r-a1r le unti-l af1

returns have been submitted. The submission shall be as directed

by the secretary for public office which appears on the ballot

in every electj-on district in this Commonwealth or for a bal-lot

question which appears on the ballot. in every efection district

in this Commonwealth. The unofficial return s shall be oosted to

the deoartment's oubliclv accessible Internet website and to

each count-v board of elections' nt:h licl acces S
.i 1-rl e Tnternet

website. The secretarv shall estabfish, for the use of each

websi-te dlsplavinq unofficial returns, a consistent template and

interface which sha11 t-) rovide in el-ectronic sn16ar] qhoof fnrm.

(1) The total number of ballots voted in this Commonweafth,

in each countv and in each votinq dlstrict.
(2\ The total number of bal]ots voted bv electors under each

article of this act.
(3) The votes recorded for each candidate or question, in
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each votinq district and each countv, and the sum for the

Commonwealth, includinq the number of votes received bv each

canci'i clate or crrre.s1-ion unric r each article of this act.
( 4\ The nerr:enl.acre of vo ino districts havino reoort-edI

results.
(5) The 110 r.anl:crc nf rorri qlo recl electors who are recordedr

as havinq voted in this Commonwealth, each countv and each

votinq district.
(6) The lo]-al nrrmb r of reoistered electors in this

Commonwealth, each countv and each votinq district.
(7 ) The total number of mail-in and absentee ballots sent bv

each count-v ancl the slrm for lhis Commonweallh-

(B) The tota'l numhrer of orr rseas and militarv ballots

mail-ed.

(g) A website di s1') I a\/ anat ttna) f f icial retrrrns sha l I orovi cle an

1
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'i nlerar:l. ave ma al1 a)wano i-he inl'l ormation uncler oaracrraohs {1)-

(2), (3), (4\, (5), (6\, (7\ and (B) to be viewed for each

elect-ion cl'i strict- corrntv ancl his Commonweafth. At anv time

that unof f i r:i a'l resrrl t.s data r:eviouslv oosted to the deoartmentf)

or a r:orlnfrrts nrrbl ic1 ac (ae S .q a h1e Tnternet website is amencled .

correc ted del el ed .)r r rncla I i n a manner olher than the

inclusion of aclclitiona'l resulls- the department and an affected

corrnt-v sha'l '1 nost a di _q r: osrr ro I1 the unof f icia l retrlrns websi l.e

exolicitlv notino the t-ime sur:h update occurred, the reason and

the impact on unofficial returns

At the expiratJ-on of five (5) days after the completion of

the computation of votes, in case no peti-tlon for a recount or

recanvass has been filed j-n accordance with the provisi-ons of

this act, or upon the completion of the recount or recanvass if

a petition therefor has been filed within five (5) days after
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the completion of the computation of votes, the county board

shal-I certify the returns so computed in said county in the

manner required by this act, unl-ess upon appeals taken from any

decisj-on, the court of cornmon pleas shal-l have directed any

returns to be revised, or unl-ess in case of a recount, errors in

the said returns shal-l- have been found, in which case said

returns shall be revised, corrected and certifled accordingly.

The county board shall- thereupon, in the case of elections,

issue certiflcates of election to the successfuf candidates for

all- county, city, borough, township, ward, school district, poor

district and election offices, and local- party offices to be

fil-led by the votes of the electors of said county, or of any

part thereof.

Section

Section

28.

1,118

The act is amended by

Powers and duties of

adding a section to read:

the At tornerz Genere I

Relatinq to Elections.--The Attornev General shal-1, dt least 45

davs prior to an efection, appoint an independent prosecutor to

review election compl-aints recei-ved bv the department and the

countv boards of elections. The i-ndependent prosecutor shall-

have exoerience Drosecutino election 1aw violations and shall

coordinate efforts with each level of law enforcement. The

independent prosecutor shall publish a report followinq each

el-ection includinq:

(1) The total number of cornplaints filed and to which entity

the compl-aint was filed.
(2\ A summarv of how each complaint was investiqated bv the

independent prosecutor.

(3) Recommendations to the General Assemblv, the department,
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Section 29 . Sections l-801 , 1802, 1,802.1, 1803 , L804, 1805 '
1806, 1-801, 1808, ]-809, 1810, 1811, r]r2, 1813, LBr4, 1815,

l-8]_6, r9rl , 1818, 181,9, 1,820, L821", 1"823, L824, L825, L826,

1821, rB2B, 7829, 1830, 1831, L832, 1833, 1834, l-835, 1836,

1837, 1838, 1839, 1-840, 1,841,, 1843, 1845, LB4J, 1848, LB49 and

1850 of the act are amended to read:

Section 1801. Disobeying Lawfuf Instructions.--Any person

who wilfully disobeys any lawful- instruction or order of any

county board of elections, or who refuses to obey thelr subpoena

duly issued and served under the provisi-ons of this act, shall
be guilty of a misdemeanor, and, upon conviction thereof, shall
be sentenced to pay a fine not exceeding lfive hundred ($500] l

one thousand ($1,000) dollars or to undergo an imprisonment not

exceeding lone (1] yearl two (2) vears, or both, in the

discretion of the court.

Section \802. Perjury.--Any wilful fafse statement made

under oath or affirmation or in wri-ting, stating that it is so

made, although such oath or affirmation may not have actually

been made, by any person regarding any materiaf matter or thing

relating to any sub;ect being investigated, heard, determined or

acted upon by any county board of elections, or member thereof,

or by any court or judge thereof, judge of election, inspector

of el-ection r oL overseer, in accordance with the terms of this

act, shall be perjury, a misdemeanor of the first degree, and

any person, upon convlction thereof, shall be sentenced to pay a

fine not exceeding Iten thousand ($10,000)] twentv thousand

($20,000) dollars undergo an imprisonment of not more

yearsi or both, in the discretion of

Affidavits of Candidates. --Any

rt9

than Ifive t5)] ten (10)

the court.

, or to

Section L802.I. False
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candidate for State, county, c;,Ly, borough, incorporated town,

township or school district office or for the office of United

States Senator or Representative in Congress or any other

elective public office who knowingly makes a false statement

regarding his eligibility or qualifications for such office in

his candidate's affidavit shal1, in litigation which resufts in

the removal of the candidate from the ball-ot, be liable for

court costs, including fili-ng fees, attorney fees, investigation

fees and similar costs, in an amount up to lten thousand

($1o, ooo) l twentv thous ncl (S20-000) dol-1ars.

Section 1803. Refusal to Permit fnspection of Papers;

Destruction or Removal-i Secretary of the Commonweal-th.--Any

Secretary of the Commonwealth, deputy r or employe of his office,

who shalf refuse to permit the public inspectlon or copying as

authorized, except when in use in hj-s office, bY thj-s act, of

any return, nomination petition, certifj-cate or paper, other

petiti-on, account, contract, report or any other document or

record in his custody which, under the provisions of this act,

is required to be open to public inspection,' or who shall

destroy or alt.er, or permi-t to be destroyed or altered, such

document or record during the period for which the same

any

ia

required to be kept in his offj-ce; or who shal1 remove any such

document or record from his office during said perlod, or permit

the same to be removed, except pursuant to the dlrection of any

competent court or any cofirmittee required to determine any

contested primary or election, sha11 be guilty of a misdemeanor,

and, upon conviction thereof, shall- be sentenced to pay a fine

not exceeding [one thousand ($1,000) ] two thousand (S2,000)

dollars, or to undergo an imprrsonment of not less than lone t1)

monthl two (2) months nor more than [t,wo

2021D04853 120
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3

4

1 both, in the discretion of the court.

Section 1804. Refusal to Permit fnspection of Papers;

Destruction or Removaf; County Boards of Elections.--Any member,

chief cferk or other employe of any county board of elections,

5 who shall refuse to permit the public inspection or copyingr ds

6 authori-zed by this act, of any general- or duplicate return

7 sheet, ta11y paper, affidavit, nomination petitlon, certificate

I or paper, other petition, witness list, account, contract,

report or any other document or record in the custody of such9
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county board which, under the provisions of this act, is

required to be open to publj-c inspection; or who shall destroy

or alter r or permit to be destroyed or altered, any such

document or record during the period for which the same is

required to be kept in the offi-ce of such county board; or who

shall remove any such document or record from the office of such

county board during said period, or permj-t the same to be

removed, except pursuant to the direction of any competent court

or any conrmittee required to determine any contested pri-mary or

election, shal1 be guilty of a misdemeanor, and, upon conviction

thereof, shall be sentenced to pay a fine not exceeding

, or to
Ione

undergo

months

thousand t$1,000) l two thousand ($2,000) dollars
an imprisonment of not l-ess than [one (1) month] two (2\

nor more than ltwo (2 ] l four (4) years, ot both, in the

discreti-on of the court.

Section 1805. Insertion and Alteration of Entries in

Documents; Removal; Refusal- to Del-iver.--Any member, chief clerk

or employe of any county board of elections or judge, inspector

or cferk of el-ectj-on, machine rnspector, overseer r er other

person, who knowingly inserts or knowingly permlts to be

inserted any fictitious name, false figure or other fraudul-ent

2021D04853 I2I
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entry on or j-n any registration card, district register, voter's

certj-ficate, l-ist of voters, af fidavit, taIly paper' general or

duplicate return sheet, statement, certificate, oath, voucher,

account, ba11ot or other record or document authorized or

required to be made, used, si-gned, returned or preserved for any

public purpose in connection wi th any primary or election; or

who materially alters or intentionally destroys any entry which

has been lawfu11y made therein, except by order of the county

board of electlons or court of competent jurisdlction, or who

takes or removes any such book, affidavit, return, account,

bal-l-ot or other document or record from the custody of any

person having l-awful charge thereof, in order to prevent the

same from being used or inspected or copied as required or

permitted by this act, or who neglects or refuses, within the

time and in the manner required by this act, to del-iver the same

into the custody of the offj-cers who are requi-red by this act to

use or keep the same, sha1l be guilty of a misdemeanor, and,

upon conviction thereof, shall be sentenced to pay a fine not

exceeding Ione thousand ($1,000]l two thousand ($2.000) do1lars,

or to undergo an imprlsonment of not l-ess than [one {1) month]

two (2) months or more than ltwo (2]l

in the discretion of the court.

four (4) years, or both,

Section 1806. Refusal to Permit Overseers, Watchers,

Attorneys or Candidates to Act.--Any member of a county board of

elections, judge of election or: j-nspector of election who shal-l-

refuse to permit any overseer or watcher, attorney or candidate

to be present, ds authorized by this acl, at any session of a

county board, computation and canvassing of returns of any

primary or el-ection, recount of ballots or recanvass of voting

machinesr ds authorized by this act, or at any polling place
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1 during the time the polls are open at any primary or election,

2 and after the cl-ose of the po11s during the time the ballots are

3 counted or voting machine canvassed and until the returns of

4 such primary or election have been made up and signed, shall be

5 guilty of a misdemeanor, and, upon conviction thereof, shall be

6 sentenced to pay a fine not exceeding Ione thousand ($1r000)]

two thousand (S2.000) dollars, or to undergo an imprisonmenL not1
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exceeding Ione (1) year]

discretion of the court.

two 2 ear r or both, in the

Section 1807. Driving away Watchers, Attorneys, Candidates

or Overseers. --Any person who by violence or intimidation shall

threaten or drive away any watcher, attorney, candidate or

overseer r or representatlve of the county board of elections, or

of the Secretary of the Commonwealth, required or permi-tted to

be present at any polling place, or who shall in any manner

prevent any overseer, or representative of the county board of

elections or of the Secretary of the Commonwealth from

performing his duty under thi-s acL, sha11 be guilty of a

misdemeanor, and, upon convi-ction thereof, shal1 be sentenced to

pay a fine not exceeding lone thousand ($1,000)] two thousan .i

(S2,000) dollars r or to undergo an imprisonment of not less than

[one (1) mont.h] two (2) months nor more than ltwo (2)]

years r or both, in the discretion of the court.

four (4\

Sectj-on l-808. Refusal to Permit El-ection Of ficers, Clerks

and Machine Inspectors to Act; Driving away Said Persons.--Any

person, including any election officer, who shall- refuse to

permit any election offlcer, clerk or machine j-nspector, duly

el-ected or appointed and authorized to acL, to perform the

duties imposed on him or to act as permitted by this act; or who

shafl by violence or intimidation threaten or drive away I any
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1 such election officer, clerk or machine inspector or who sha11,

2 in any manner, prevent any such el-ection officer, clerk or

3 machine inspector from performi-ng his rights and duties under

4 this act, sha1l be guilty of a misdemeanor, and, upon conviction

5 thereof, shal-l- be sentenced to pay a fine not exceeding [one

6 thousand {91,000) l two thousand ( S2. 000 ) dol-lars r or to undergo

7 an imprisonment of not less than lone (1) month] two 2 mont

B or more than ltwo (2) ] four (4\ years, or both, in the
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discretion of the court.

Section 1809. Refusal- to Administer Oath; Acting Without

Being Sworn.--If any judge of efection or minority inspector of

election refuses or fails to admi-nister the oath to the officers

of election, in the manner required by this act, or if any judge

of election, inspector of efection, clerk of election r or

machine inspector, shafl act without being fj-rst duly sworn r or

if any such person shaff sign the written form of oath wit.hout

being duly sworn r or if any judge of election or minority

inspector of election or any other person authorized to

administer oaths shall certify that any such person was sworn

when he was not, he shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and, upon

conviction thereof, shall be sentenced to pay a fine not

exceedi-ng Ione hundred ($1001 1 two hundred ($200 ) do]l-ars r or to

undergo

.@,, or

an imprisonment not exceedinq Isix (6) months] one (1)

both, in the dlscretion of the court.

Section 1810. Violation of Oath of Office by Election

Officers.--Any judge of election, inspector of election, clerk

of election r or machine inspector who shall wi1ful1y violate any

of the provlslons of hls oath of office, shall be guilty of a

misdemeanor, and, upon convicti on thereof, sha11 be sentenced to

pay a fine not exceeding Ione thousand ($1r000)]

202LD04853 L24
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1_ ( $2. 000 ) dollars,

Ibne (1].yearJ two

an imprisonment not exceeding

both, in the discretion of the

or to
(2\

undergo

VCATS ,oT2

3

4

5

court

Section 1811. Peace Of f ice::s; Fail-ure to Render Assistance;

Hindering or Delaying County Board Members and Others. --Any

6 sheriff, deputy sheriff, constable, deputy constable, police or

7 other peace officer, who shal-l fail upon demand of any member of

B a county board of elections, judge or inspector of election, or

overseer to render such aid and assistance to him as he shal-l-9

10

11
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13

t4

15

t6

L1

1B

L9

20

2L
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26

2l

2B

29

30

request in the maintenance of peace and in the making of

arrests, ds herein provided, or who shal-1 wi1ful1y hinder or

delay or attempt to hinder or delay any member of a county

board, judge or inspector of election r er overseer in the

performance of any duty under this act, shall- be guilty of a

misdemeanor, and, upon convicti-on thereof, shall- be sentenced to

pay a fine not exceeding Ifive hundred {$500) ] one thousand

($1,000) dollars r or to undergo an imprisonment of not less than

Ithree {::1,1 six (6) months nor.more than ttltP t2) t four (4\

yearsr or both, in the discretion of the court.

Section tBL2. Nomj-nation Petitions and Papers; Offenses by

Signers.--If any person shall knowingly and wilfully sign any

nomination petition or nomination paper, without having the

qualifications prescribed by this act, or j-f any person shal-l-

set opposite a signature on a nomination petition or paper, a

date other than the actuaf date such signature was affixed

thereto r or if any person shali set opposite the signature on a

nomination petition or nominatron paper, a false statement of

the signer's place of residence or occupation, or if any person

shal-l sign more nomj-nation petitions or nominatlon papers than

permitted by the provisions of this act, he shal-l be guilty of a
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1 misdemeanor, and, upon convictron thereof, sha11 be sentenced to

2 pay a fine not exceedi-ng lone hundred ($100) ] two hundr .l (S200)

3 dollars r or to undergo an j-mprj-sonment of not f ess than lthree

t3) l six ( 5) months nor more than ltwo (2) ) four (4\ years r oT4

q
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both, dt the discretion of the court.

Section 1813. False Signatures and Statements in Nominati-on

Petitions and Papers. --If any person shall- knowingly make a

false statement in any affidavit required by the provisions of

this act, to be appended to or to accompany a nomination

petition or a nomj-nation paper, or if any person shall

fraudulently sign any name not his own to any nomination

petition or nomination paper r or if any person shall

fraudulently after any nominati-on petition or nomination paper

without the consent of the signers, he shalf be guilty of a

misdemeanor, and, upon conviction thereof, shal1 be sentenced to

pay a fine not exceeding Ifive hundred ($500] l one thousand

($1.000) dollars , or to undergo imprisonment of not more than

[one (1] yearl two (2) vears r or both, in the discretj-on of the

court.

Section 1814. Nomination Petitions; Certificates and Papers;

Destruction; Fraudulent Filingt Suppression.--Any person who

shall falsely make any nomination certifi-cate or who shal1

wilfully deface or destroy any nomination petition, nomination

certificate or nomination paper:, or any part thereof r or any

l-etter of withdrawal, or who sha1l file any nomination peti-tion,

nomj-nation certificate or nomination paper or fetter of

withdrawal knowing the same r or any part thereof, to be falsely

made, or who shal-1 suppress any nomination petition, nomination

certificate or nomination paper, or any part thereof, which has

been duly filed, shal-l- be guilty of a misdemeanor, and, upon
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1 conviction thereof, shall be sentenced to pay a fine not

2 exceeding lone thousand ($1,000) ] two thousand ($2,000) dollars,

3 or to undergo an imprisonment of not more than lone (1) year]

4 two (2) vearsr ot both, in the discretion of the court.

5 Section 1815. Offenses by Printers of Bal-l-ots.--Any printer

6 employed by any county board of elections to print any official

7 ballots, or any person engaged in printing the same who shalf

B appropri-ate to himself or give or deliver or knowingly permit to

be taken any of said ballots by any other person than such

county board of election or their duly authorized agent, or who

shall- wilfully print or cause to be printed any offi-cial bal-l-ot

in any form other than that prescribed by such county board or

with any other names or printing, or with the names spelled

otherwise than as directed by them or the names or printi-ng

thereon arranged in any other way than that authorized and

directed by this act, shafl be guilty of a misdemeanor, and,

upon conviction thereof, shal1 be sentenced to pay a fine not

exceeding Ione thousand ($1r000)] two thousand ($2,000) dollars,

or to undergo an imprisonment of not less than lsix (6) months]
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one (l- ) vear nor more than [f ive (5 ) ] ten (10) years r or both,

in the discretion of the court "

Section 1816. Unlawful Possession of Ballots; Counterfeiting

Ballots. --Any person other than an officer charged by law wlth

the care of ballots, or a person entrusted by any such officer

with the care of the same for a purpose required by 1aw, who

shaff have in his possession outside the polling place any

official ballot, or any person who shall make or have in his

possession any counterfeit of an official ballot, shall be

guilty of a misdemeanor of the second degree, and, upon

conviction thereof, shall be sentenced to pay a fine not
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1 exceeding Ifive thousand ($5,000) ] ten thousand ($10,000)

2 dollars, or to undergo an imprisonment of not more than ltwo

four (4\ years, or both, in the discretion of the court.

4 Section 1817. Forging and Destroying Ballots.--Any person

5 who shall forge or falsely make the official endorsement on any

6 ball-ot or wilfully destroy or deface any ba1lot or wiffully

7 delay the delivery of any ballots shall be guilty of a

B misdemeanor of the second degree, and, upon conviction thereof,

shall be sentenced to pay a fine not exceeding lfive thousand9
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{$5, ooo) l ten thousand ($10,000) doll-ars, or to undergo an

imprisonment of not than ltwo (2) l four (4\ years r or both,more

in the discretion of the court,

Sectj-on 1818. Tampering with Voting Machines.--Any election

officer or other person who shall unfawfully open or who shalf

tamper with or lnjure or attempt to injure any voti-ng machine to

be used or being used at any primary or election, or who shalf

prevent or attempt to prevent the correct operation of such

machi-ne r or any unauthorized person who shall make or have in

his possession a key to a voting machlne to be used or being

used in any primary or election, shall be guilty of a

misdemeanor of the second deqree, and, upon conviction thereof'

shall be sentenced to pay a fine not exceedinq Ifive thousand

($5, oo0) l ten thousand ($10,000) dollars , or to undergo an

i-mprisonment of not more than itwo (2)l four (4) years, or both,

in the discretion of the court

Section 1819. Destroying, Defacing or Removing Notices, Et

Cetera.--Any person who shall, prior to any primary or elect ion,

of

this acL,

deface,

wi1fu11y deface, remove or destroy any notice or list

candidates posted 1n accordance with the provisions of

or who, during any primary or election, shall wi1fu11y
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tear down, remove or destroy any card of instructions, notice of

penalties, specimen ballot or diagram printed or posted for the

instruction of electors, or who shall-, during any primary or

electj-on, wilfully remove or destroy any of the supplies or

conveniences furnished by the county board of elections to any

polling place in order to enabl-e efectors to vote, ot the

el-ection officers to perform thej-r dutj-es, or who shall wilfully

hinder the votlng of others, sha1l be guilty of a misdemeanor'

and, upon convj-ction thereof, shall be sentenced to pay a fine

not exceeding Ione hundred (9100) ] two hundred ($200) do11ars,

or to undergo an imprisonmenL of not more than fthree (3) ] six

_l[l months, or both, in the discretion of the court.

Section L820. Police Officers at Polling Places. --Any police

officer in commission, whether in uniform or in citizen's

cl-othes, who shal-l be within one hundred (100) feet of a polling

place during the conduct of any primary or election, except in

the exercj-se of his privilege of voting or for the purpose of

serving warrants, or in accordance with the provisions of the

exception set forth in section 1201 of this act where the police

station or headquarters is located in the same building or on

the premises where the polling place is l-ocated or unl-ess cal-led

upon to preserve the peace, ds provided by this act, shall- be

guilty of a misdemeanor, and, upon convictj-on thereof, sha11 be

sentenced to pay a fine not exceeding Ifive hundred ($500) ] one

thousand ($1, 000) dol-l-ars or to undergo an imprisonment of not

more than lone {1} year] two (2) vears r or both, in the

discretion of the court.

Section 1827. Peace Officer; Faifure to Quell- Disturbances

at Polls; Hindering or Delaying Election Officers and Others.--

Any mayor, chief burgess, sher:ff, deputy sheriff, constable,
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deputy constable, police officer or other peace officer who

shall neglect or refuse to clear an avenue to the door of any

polling place whj-ch 1s obstructed in such a way as to prevent

electors from approaching, or who shall neglect or refuse to

maintain order and quell any dj-sturbance if such arises at any

polling place upon the day of any primary or election, when

called upon so to do by any election officer or any three

qualified electors of the el-ection dj-strict, or who shall

wilfully hinder or delay, or attempt to hinder or delay, aDy

judge, i-nspector or clerk of election, machine inspector or

overseer in the performance of any duty under this act, shall be

guilty of a misdemeanor in offlce, and, upon conviction thereof,

shall- be sentenced to pay a fine not exceeding [one thousand

{$1r000)l two thousand ($2,000) dol-lars, or to undergo an

imprisonment of not more than lone (1) yearl two (2) vearsr or

both, in the dlscretion of the court.

Section 1823. Efection Officers Permitting Unregistered

El-ectors to Vote; Chall-enges; Refusing to Permit Qualified

Electors to Vote.--Any judge or inspector of el-ection who

permits any person to vote at any primary or el-ecti-on who is not

registered j-n accordance with }aw, except a person in actuaf

military service or a person as to whom a court of competent

jurisdiction has ordered that he shall be permitted to vote r or

who permits any registered elector to vote knowing that such

regi-stered elector is not qualified to vote, whether or not such

person has been challenged, or who permits any person who has

been lawfully challenged to vote at any primary or election

without requiring the proof of the right of such person to vote

which is required by 1aw, or who refuses to permit any duly

registered and qualified el-ector to vote at any primary or
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1 election, with the knowledge that such

2 vote, shall be guilty of a felony of th

3 conviction thereof, sha11 be sentenced

4 exceeding Ififteen thousand ($15,000)]

5 dollars, and to undergo an imprisonment

elector 1s entitled to

e third degree, and, upon

to pay a flne not

thirtv thousand ($30, 000)

of not more than lseven

using to Permit Elector

Any judge, inspector or

an elector at any

ceive t.he baflot of the

gi-ves to any such

h he is not enrolled, or

machine j-nspector who,

are used, adjusts any

fector so as not to

f the party in which he

vote for the candidates

d, shall be guilty of a

pon conviction thereof,

ceeding Iten thousand

l-l-ars, or to undergo an

ten (10) years, oT

f i-cers . --Any j udge,

ne inspector who shalf be

ct of his duties at a

shal-f make a false

or election, or who

ballot box or certify as

ot box which he knows to
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(?) l fourteen (L4\ years, or both.

Section L824. Election Officers Ref

to Vote in Proper Party at Primaries. --

clerk of election who refuses to permit

primary at which balfots are used to re

party with which he is enrolled, or who

elector the ballot of any part.,z in whic

any judge r or inspector of election, or

at any primary at which voting machines

voting machine about to be used by an e

permit him to vote for the candidates o

is enroll-ed, or so as to permit hlm to

of any party in which he is not enrolle

misdemeanor of the first degree, and, u

shall be sentenced to pay a fine not ex

($10,000) l twentv thousand ($20,000) do

imprisonment of not more than Ifive (5)

both, in the discretion of the court.

Section L825. Frauds by Election Of

inspector or clerk of election or machi

guilty of any wilful fraud in the condu

primary or efection, and any person who

return of the votes cast at any primary

shal-1 deposit fraudulent ballots in the

correct a return of bal-lots in the ball
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be fraudulent, or who shal1 register fraudulent votes upon any

voting machine or certify as correct a return of votes cast upon

any votj-ng machine which he knows to be fraudulently registered

thereon, or who shalf make any false entries in the district

register, or who shall fail to lnsert in the voting check list

the voter's certificate of any elector actually voting at any

prj-mary or efection, or who shal-l fail- to record voting

information as required herein, or who shal-l- fail to insert in

the numbered l-ists of voters the name of any person actually

voting, or who shal-l wilfully destroy or alter any ballot,

voter's certificate, or registratj-on card contained 1n any

district register, or who shall wilfully tamper with any voting

machine, or who shal-l prepare or insert in the voting check list

any false voterfs certificates not prepared by or for an elector

actually voting at such primary or election, for the purpose of

concealing the destruction or removal of any voter's

certificate, or for the purpose of concealing the deposlt of

fraudul-ent ballots in the ballot box, or the registering of

fraudul-ent votes upon any voting machi-ne or of aiding in the

perpetration of any such fraud, or who shal-l- fail- to return to

the county board of election following any primary or election

any keys of a voting machine, ballot box, general or duplicate

return sheet, tal-ly paper, oatLis of election officers,

affidavits of electors and others, record of assj-sted voters,

numbered list of voters, distrj-ct register, votj-ng check list,

unused, spoiled and cancell-ed ball-ots, ballots deposited,

written or affixed in or upon a voting machine r or any

certificate r or any other paper or record required to be

returned under the provisions of this act,' or who shall conspi-re

with others to commit any of the offenses herein mentioned, or
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1 in any manner to prevent a free and fa

2 shall- be guilty of a felony of the thi

3 conviction thereof, shal-f be sentenced

4 exceeding Ififteen thousand ($:5,000) ]

5 dolJ-ars, or to undergo an impri-sonment

ir primary or election'

rd degree, and, upon

to pay a fine not

t h-i rt v t-housand (s30_000)
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fourteen (14) years r or both, in

of not more than lseven

the discretion of the

court.

Section L826. Prying into Ballots.--Any judge, inspector or

clerk of election, or other person, who, before any ballot is

deposited in the bal-lot box as provided by this act, shafl

unfold, open or pry into any such ballot, with the j-ntent to

discover the manner in which the same has been marked, shal-f be

guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon convictlon thereof, shall be

sentenced to pay a fine not exceeding lfive hundred {$500i ] one

thousand ($1,000) dollars or to undergo an imprisonment of not

more than lone (1] yearl two (2) vears, or both, in the

discret-ion of the court.

Sectj-on L821. Interference with Primaries and El-ections,'

Frauds; Conspiracy. --If any person shall prevent or attempt to

prevent any election offi-cers from holding any primary or

election, under the provisions of this act, or shall use or

threaten any violence to any such officer; or shall J-nterrupt or

improperly lnterfere with him in the execution of his duty; or

shall- block up or attempt to biock up the avenue to the door of

any polling place; or shal-l use or practice any intimidation,

threats, force or viol-ence with design to inffuence unduly or

overawe any elector, or to prevent him from voting or restrain

his freedom of choice; or shalr prepare or present to any

el-ection of f icer a fraudul-ent voterts certi-f icate not signed in

the polling place by the elector whose certificate it purports
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3 shal-l- tamper with any district register, voting check 1ist,

4 numbered lists of voters, ballot box or voting machine; or shal-l-

5 conspire with others to commj-t any of the offenses herej-n

6 mentioned, or in any manner to prevent a free and fair primary

or el-ection, he shall be guilty of a felony of the third degree,

1
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?n

to be; or shall deposit fraudul-ent ballots j-n the balf ot box; or

shal-l- register fraudulent votes upon any voting machine; or

and, upon conviction thereof, shaff be sentenced to pay a fine

not exceeding Ififleen thousand ($1-5r 000)] twentv thousand

($20,000) dollars, or to undergo an imprisonment of not more

than Iseven (7)] fourteen (14) years, or both, in the discretion

of the court.

Secti-on tB2B. Persons Interfering in Other Districts. --Any

person who shal-l- on the day of any primary or election visit any

polling place at which he is not entitled to vote and at which

he 1s not entitled to be present under any provision of this

act, and shall use any intimidation or viofence for the purpose

of preventing any election officer from performing the duties

required of him by this act, or for the purpose of preventing

any qualified elector from exerclsing his right to vote or from

exercising his right to challenge any person offering to vote,

or for the purpose of influenci-ng the vote of any elector, he

shall be guilty of a felony of the third degree, and, upon

convictj-on thereof, shall be sentenced to pay a fine not

exceeding Ififteen thousand ($i5,000) ] thirtv thousand ($30,000)

doflars, or to undergo an impri-sonment of not more than lseven

(7)l fourteen (14) years, or both, in the discretion of the

court.

Section 1829. Assault and Battery at Poll-s.--Any person who

shall unlawfully strike, wound or commj-t an assault and battery
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1 upon the person of any elector at or near the polling place

2 during the tj-me of any primary or electj-on shal-l be guilty of a

3 misdemeanor of the first degree, and, upon conviction thereof,

4 shall be sentenced to pay a fine not exceeding lten thousand

s .,{$JO,'0001 l twentv thousand ($20,000) dol-l-ars , or to undergo an

6 imprisonment of not more than ifive (5) l

7 both, in the discretion of the court.
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ten (10) years r oT

Section 1830. Unlawful Ass-istance in Voting.--Any elector at

any primary or election who sha1l allow his ballot or the face

of the voting machine voted by him to be seen by any person with

the apparent intention of letting it be known how he is about to

vote; or in districts in which bal-l-ots are used, shaf 1 cast or

attempt to cast any other than the official- ballot which has

been given to him by the proper el-ection officer; or who,

without having made the declaration under oath or affirmation

required by section 1"218 of this act, or when the disability

which he decl-ared before any registration commission no longer

exists, shall permit another to accompany him into the voting

compartment or voting machine booth, or to mark his ballot or

prepare the voting machine for voting by him; or who shall mark

his ballot or prepare the voting machine for voting whil-e

another is unl-awfully present j-n the voting machine compartment

or voting machine booth with him; or who shall state falsely to

any election officer that because of il-l-iteracy he is unabl-e to

read the names on the bal-lot o:: bal-lot l-abels or that by reason

of physical disabifity he cannot see or mark the ballot or enter

the voti-ng compartment without assistance or that he cannot see

or operate the votlng machine or enter the voting machine booth

without assistance; or who shal-l- stater ds his reason for

requiring assistance, a disability from which he does not
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suf f er; or any person who shal-i. go j-nto the voting compartment

or voting machine booth with another while voting or be present

therein while another is voting, or mark the bal-fot of another

or prepare the voting machine for voting with another, except in

strlct accordance with the provisions of this act,' or any person

who shall interfere with any elector when inside the encl-osed

space or when marking his ballot, or preparing the voting

machine for voting, or who shall endeavor to induce any elector

before depositing his ballot to show how he marks or has marked

his ball-ot; or any person giving assistance who shall attempt to

influence the vote of the elector whom he is assisting or who

shal-l mark a baflot or prepare a voting machine for voting in

any other way than that requested by the voter whom he is

assistj-ng, or who shall disclose to anyone the contents of any

ballot which has been marked or any voting machine whlch has

been prepared for voting with his assistance, except when

required to do so in any legal proceeding, shall be guilty of a

misdemeanor, and, upon conviction thereof, shall be sentenced to

pay a fine not exceeding t two thousand

(s? 
_ 000) dol-lars r or to undergo an imprisonment of not more than

two (2\ vears r ox both, in the discretlon of the

court.

Sectj-on 1831. El-ection Officers Permitting Unlawful

Assistance. --Any efection officer who shall permit a voter to be

accompanied by another into the voting compartment or voting
machine booth when the registration card of such person contains

no declaration that such person requires assistance, or when

such person has not made, under oath or affirmation, the

statement required by section 1,21,8 of this act, or when such

election officer knows that the disabilj-ty which the efector
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3 voting compartment or voting machine booth, except as provided

4 by this act, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and, upon

convi-ction thereof, shall be sentenced to pay a fine not

1
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declared before any registration commission no longer exists, or

who shall permit any person to accompany an elector into the

exceeding lone thousand {$1,000} ] two thousand ($2,000) dollars,

or to undergo an imprisonment of not more than lone (1] yearl

two (2\ vears , or both, in the discretion of the court.

Section 1832. Fail-ure to Keep and Return Record of Assisted

Voters.--Any judge of efection who shall fail to record, as

required by sectlon 7278 (c) of this act, the name of each

elector who received assistance or who is accompanied by another

j-nto the voti-ng compartment or voting machine booth; or who

shall insert in the record of assisted voters the name of any

el-ector who does not receive assistance or is not accompanied by

another j-nto the voting compartment or voting machine booth; or

who shall fail to record the exact disability of any assisted

elector whj-ch makes the assi-stance necessary, or shall record in

respect of any assisted el-ector a disability, other than that

stated by the elector; or who shall fail to record the name of

each person rendering assistance to an elector as prescribed by

this act; or who shall knowingly record as the name of such

person giving assistance a name which is not the name of such

person; or who shal-l fail or neglect to return the record of

assisted voters to the county board of elections as required by

this act, shaff be guilty of a misdemeanor, and, upon conviction

thereof, shall be sentenced to pay a fine not exceeding Ione

thnusand {$1,000} l

an i-mprisonment of

more than ltwo l2)l

2021,DO 4 B 53

two thousand (S2.000) dollars , or to undergo

not l-ess than ltwo (2) ) four (4) months nor

years r or both, i-n the discretionfour (4\
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1 of the court.

2 Section 1833. Unl-awful Voting.--Any person who votes or

3 attempts to vote at any primary or el-ection, knowing that he

4 does not possess all the qual-ificati-ons of an elector at such

5 prlmary or election, ds set forth in this act, shal1 be guilty

6 of a misdemeanor of the first degree, and, upon conviction

7 thereof, shal-l- be sentenced to pay a fine not exceeding ttgq

twentv thous ncl fS20-000) dol-1ars, or toI
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undergo an i-mprisonment of not more than fffiffi^& l

yearsr or both, in the discretion of the court.

Section 1834. Elector Voti-ng Ballot of Wrong Pa

Primary.--Any elector who shall- wilfully vote at an

ballot of a party in which he is not enrolled, in v

the provisions of this act, shal-l- be guilty of a mi

the second degree, and, upon conviction thereof, sh

ten (10)

rty at

y primary the

iolation of

sdemeanor of

all be

sentenced to pay a fine not exceedi-ng t

ten thousand (S10,000) dollars r or to undergo an imprisonment of

not more than rWffiI four (4) years r or both, in the

discretion of the court.

Section 1-835. Repeat Voting at Elections.--If any person

shal-I vote in more than one e1ection district r or otherwise

fraudulently vote more than once at the same prj-mary or

election, or shall vote a ballot other than the bal-lot j-ssued to

him by the el-ection officers, or shall- advlse or procure another

so to do, he shal1 be guilty of a felony of the third degree,

and, upon conviction thereof, shal-l- be sentenced to pay a fine
not exceeding t thirtv thousand

($30,000) dol-Iars or to undergo an imprisonment of not more

than r'Wffii years r ox both, in the di-scretj-on

of the court.
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l- Section 1836. Removing Ba1-Lots.--Any person removing any

2 ballot from any book of official- ballots, except in the manner

3 provided by this acL, shalf be guilty of a misdemeanor of the

4 second degree, and, upon conviction thereof, sha11 be sentenced

5 to pay a fine not exceeding lfive thousand ($5' 000) ] ten

6 thousand ($ 10, 000 ) dol-lars or to undergo an imprisonment of not

more than [two (2)] four (4) years r or both, in the discretion1
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of the court.

Section 1837. Commissioners to Take Sofdiersr Votes.--Any

commissioner appoi-nted by or under the provj-sions of Art 1c1e

ate any

dollars,

yearl

rson who

sin

XITT of this act who shall knowingly violate his duty or

knowingly omit or fail- to do his duty thereunder or viol-

part of his oath, sha11 be guilty of perjury, and, upon

conviction thereof, sha11 be sentenced to pay a fine not

two thousand ($2,000)

or to undergo an i-mprisonment of not more than lone (1)

two (2) vearsr or both, in the dlscretion of the court.

Sectj-on 1838. Fraudulent Voting by Soldiers.--Any pe

shall vote or attempt to vote at any election by elector

military service under the provisions of Artlcle XIII of this

act, not being qualified to vote at such election, shal1 be

guilty of a misdemeanor, and, upon conviction thereof, shall be

sentenced to pay a fine not exceeding [one thousand ($1'000)]

two thousand (S2.000) dollars , or to undergo an imprisonment of

not more than lone (1) year] Eo_l2l_vears, or both, in the

discretion of the court.

Section 1839. Bribery at Elections.--Any person who sha11,

directly or indirectly, give or promise or offer to give any

gift or reward i-n money, goods or other valuable thing to any

person, with intent to induce him to vote or refrain from voting
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for any particular candj-date oi candidates or for or against any

constitutional- amendment or other question at any primary or

el-ection; or who sha11, directj-y or indirectly, procure for or

offer or promise to procure for such person any such gift or

reward with the intent aforesaid; or, who with the intent to

influence or intimidate such person to give his vote or to

refrain from giving his vote for any particular candidate or

candidates or for or against any constltutional- amendment or

other question at any primary or election, sha1l give to or

obtain for or assist in obtaining for or offer or promise to

give to or obtain for or assist in obtaining for such person any

office, place, appoi-ntment or employment, public or private, or

threaten such person with dismlssal or discharge from any

office, p1ace, appointment or employment, public or private,

then hel-d by him, shall be guilty of a felony of the third

degree, and, upon conviction thereof, shal-l be sentenced to pay

a fine not exceeding l,fifteen thousand ($15r000)] thirtv
thousand ($30,000) doffars or to undergo an imprisonment of not

more than [seven (7) ] fourteen (L4\ years, or both, in the

di-scretion of the court.

Section 1840. Receipts and Disbursements of Primary and

El-ection Expenses by Persons Other Than Candidates and

Treasurers. --Any member of a political committee who sha1l

recej-ve or dj-sburse any money or incur any liability for primary

or e-l-ection expenses, except through the treasurer of such

political committee, and any person not a candidate or member of

a political committee who shall receive or disburse any money or

incur any liability for primarl' or election expenses, shall be

guilty of a misdemeanor, and, upon conviction thereof, shall be

sentenced to pay a fine not exceeding lone thousand ($1r000)]
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1 two thousand ($2,000) dolfars r or to undergo an imprisonment of

not l-ess than [one (f ) month] two (2) months nor more than ltwo2

3
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(?) l four (4\ years r or both, in the discretion of the court.

Section 1841. Receipts of Primary and El-ection Expenses by

Unauthorized Persons.--Any person or any political- committee who

receives money on behalf of any candidate without being

authorized to do so under the provisj-ons of section L623, shall

be guitty of a misdemeanor, and, upon convj-ction thereof, shall

be sentenced to pay a fine not exceeding Ifive thousand dollars

($5r000)l ten thousand dollars ($10,000) , or to undergo an

imprisonment of not less than lone (1) monthl two (2) months nor

more than ltwo (2] l

of the court.

years r or both, in the discretionfour

Section 1843. Contrj-butions by Corporations or

Unincorporated Associations. --Any corporation or unincorporated

association, which shall pay, give or l-end or agree to pay, give

or lend any money belonging to such corporation or

unincorporated assocj-ation or in 1ts custody or control, in

viol-ation of the provisions of section 1633, sha11 be guilty of

a misdemeanor, and, upon conviction thereof, shall be sentenced

to pay a fine of not less than lone thousand dollars t$1r000)]

two thousand dollars ($2,000) nor more than Iten thousand

dollars ($10,000) l twentv thousand dolfars ($20,000). Anv

director, officer, agent or employe of any corporation or

unincorporated association who shal-1 on behalf of such

corporation or unincorporated association pay, give or lend or

authorize to be paid, given or lent any money belonging to such

corporation or unincorporated association or in its custody or

contro-l in viofation of the provisions of section 1633, sha11 be

guilty of a misdemeanor, and, upon conviction thereof, shal-l be
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1 sentenced to pay a fine not exc;eedi-ng [ten thousand dollars

2 ($10,000) l twentv thousand doll-ars ($20, 000 ) r or to undergo an

3 imprisonment of not less than ione (1) monthl two (2) months nor

4 more than [two (2t I

5 of the court.
four (4\ years r or both, ln the discretion
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Section 1845. Fai-l-ure to File Expense Account.--Any

candidate or treasurer of a poJ-itical committee or person acting

as such treasurer who sha1l fai-1 to file an account of primary

or election expensesr ds required by this act, shal-l- be guilty

of a misdemeanor, and, upon convictj-on thereof, shal-l- be

sentenced to pay a fine not exceeding Ifive thousand dollars

{$5'000)l ten thousand doll-ars ($10,000) r or to undergo an

imprisonment of not less than ione (1) monthl two (2) months nor

more than [two (2r l

of the court.
four (4\ years r or both, in the discretion

Section I841. Prohibiting Duress and Int j-midat j-on of Voters

and Interference with the Free Exercise of the Elective

Franchise.--Any person or corporation who, directly or

indirectly-- (a) uses or threatens to use any force, violence or

restraint, or inflicts or threatens to infl-ict any i-njury,

damage, harm or l-oss r or in any other manner practices

intimidation or coerci-on upon or against any person, in order to

induce or compel such person to vote or refrain from voting at

any election r or to vote or refrain from voti-ng for or against

any particular person r or for or against any question submitted

to voters at such el-ection, or to place or cause to be placed or

refrain from placing or causing to be placed his name upon a

register of voters, or on account of such person having voted or

refrained from voting at such electj-on r or having voted or

refrained from voting for or against any particular person or
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persons or for or against any question submitted to voters at

such electi-on r or having regist-ered or refrained from

regi-stering as a voter; or (b) by abduction, duress or coercion,

or any forcibl-e or fraudul-ent clevice or contrivance, whatever,

impedes, prevents, or otherwise interferes with the free

exercise of the el-ective franchise by any voter, or compels,

induces, ox prevaj-ls upon any voter to give or refrain from

giving his vote for or against any partj-cul-ar person at any

election i or (c) being an employer, pays his employes the salary

or wages due in "pay envelopes" upon which or in which there is

written or printed any political motto, device, statement or

argument containing threats, express or implied, intended or

calcul-ated to influence the poj-itical opi-nions or actions of

such employesr or within ninety days of any election or primary

puts or otherwise exhibits in the establ-ishment or place where

his employes are engaged in laborr dny handbill or placard

containing any threat, notice r or information that if any

particular ticket or candj-date is elected or defeated work in

his place or establ-lshment wil-l cease, in whole or in part, his

establ-ishment be closed up, or the wages of his employes

reduced, or other threats, express or implied, intended or

calculated to influence the political opinions or actions of his

employes, sha11 be guilty of a misdemeanor of the second degree.

Any person or corporation, convicted of a violation of any of

the provisions of thls sectionn sha11 be sentenced to pay a fine

not exceeding t ten thousand ($10,000)

doll-arsr ot such person or the officers, di-rectors or agents of

such corporation responsi-b1e for the viol-ation of this section,

shall be sentenced to undergo an j-mprisonment of not more than

l:t!tg=|?j.l years r or both, in the discreti-on of the

2021,D04853

forrr (4\

L43



4 cferk, employe, overseer, judge of el-ection, inspector of

5 election, clerk of electlon, machine inspector or custodian or

6 deputy custodian of voting machines on whom a duty is laid by

7 this act who shall wilfully neglect or refuse to perform his

B duty, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and, upon convictj-on

thereof, shall be sentenced to pay a fine not exceeding lone

,thousand ($1,000) I two thousand ($2,000) doll-ars , or to undergo

an imprisonment of not more than [two {2)) four (4) yearsr or

both, in the discretion of the court.

Sectlon 1,849. Hindering or Delaying Performance of Duty.--
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court

Section 1848. Fail-ure to Perform Duty.--Any Secretary of the

Commonwealth, member of a county board of elections, chief

Any

or

person who intentionally interferes with, hinders or delays

attempts to interfere with, hi-nder or delay any other person

in the performance of any act or duty authorized or imposed by

this act, shalf be guilty of a mj-sdemeanor, and, upon conviction

thereof, shaIl

hundred ($500) l

be sentenced to pay a fine not exceeding lfive

one thousa nd (S1.000) dollars , or to undergo an

imprisonment of not more than lone (1) year] two (2) vears, or

both, in the discretion of the court.

Section 1850. Viof ation of Any Provi-si-on of Act. --Any person

who shal-l viol-ate any of the provisions of this act, for which a

penalty is not herein specifical-ly provided, shal-f be guilty of

a misdemeanor, and, upon convlction thereof, shal1 be sentenced

to pay a fine not exceeding lone thousand t$1,000) ] two thousand

($2,000) doffars , or to undergo an imprisonment of not more than

lone (1) year] two (2) vearsr or both, in the discretion of the

court.
Section 30. Section 1853 of the act, amended March 21, 2020
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1- (P.L.4I, No.12), is amended to read:

2 Secti-on 1853. Violations of Provisions Relating to Absentee

3 and Mail-in Ball-ots.--If any person shall- sign an applicatj-on

4 for absentee ballot, mail-in ballot or declaration of efector on

5 the forms prescribed knowing any matter declared therein to be

6 fal-se r oT shall vote any ballot. other than one properly issued

7 to the person r or vote or attempt to vote more than once in any

B election for which an absentee ballot or mail-in ballot shal-]
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have been issued to the person, or shall disclose resu'l ls of a

pre-can vassino meetinq under section 308(o) (1.1), or shall

violate any other provisions of Articfe XIII or Article XIII-D

of this act, the person shall be guilty of a mj-sdemeanor of the

third degree, and, upon conviction, shall be sentenced to pay a

fine not exceeding Itwo thousand five hundred dollars ($2,500) ]

five thousand doffars ($5,000) , or be imprisoned for a term not

exceeding ['two t2 ] l

of the court.

four (4 ) years , or both, dl the dj-scretion

If any chief clerk or member of a board of elections, member

of a return board or member of a board of registration

commissioners, shall neglect oi: refuse to perform any of the

duties prescribed by Article XIII or Article XIII-D of this acL,

or shall reveal or divulge any of the details of any ballot cast

in accordance wj-th the provisions of Article XIII or Articl-e

XIfI-D of this acL, or shall disclose results of a pre-

canvassino meetino under secti .)n 1308 (o) (1 - 1 ) - or shall- count an

absentee ballot or mail--in ba1lot knowi-ng the same to be

contrary to Article XIII or Article XIII-D, or shall reject an

absentee ball-ot or mail-in balr of without reason to befieve that

the same is contrary to Article XTII or Article XIII-D/ or shall-

permit an

2021,D04853
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1 provisional baflot at a potJ-ing place knowing that there has

2 been issued to the el-ector an absentee bal-l-ot or mail-in ballot,

3

4

5

6

the Iele'ctor] individual shall'be guilty

third degree, and, upon conviction, shall
not exceeding Ififteen thousand dollars ($15r000)] hirtv

of a felony of the

be puni-shed by a fine

t

thousand dollars ($30,000) , or be imprisoned for a term not

7 exceeding Iseven (7)] fourteen (14) years, or both, dt the

discretion of the court.

Section 31. The act j-s amended by adding a section to read

Sect-ion 1855. Unfawful Collec i on of Ral I ots - --A oerson who

wi I'l ful I v co'l I ects or ret-urns sentee orh mail-in ballols in

rziolalion of this act r:omm'i ts a fe 1 f the thinn\/ .) rcl deoree ancl -

rnon r:onrz'i r:1- i on - sha I I be nttn qhari l-rrr a f ino nof exce eci i no

thirtv thousand doll-ars ($30, 00 or be imorisoned for a term

not exceedj-ng fourteen (L4\ vears, or both, at t e discretion of
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the court.

Section 32. The act is amended by adding an article to read:

ART]CLE XX

REIMBURSEMENTS AND W]THHOLDTNG

Section 200L. Gene r: I Prr'l a

The followinq shaIl applv:

1 Th f r 50%

of the cost of reolacino voti machines ha'l I of nror:ess i no

machines or elect-ronic ooll books not more than once e\/erv

10 vears, except that:
(i) The State Treasurer shall reimburse counti-es for

50% of the cost of reolacino e af|l nmea nt at an time i f 1-he

esuipment previouslv used bv the countv was decertified

bv the department.

(ii) The State Treasurer shall reimburse counties
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for 100% of the cost of purchasi-nq ballot processins

machines or el-ectronic r:ol-l- books within one vear after

the effective date of this section.
(2) The State Treasurer shall reimburse counties for

100% of the cost of issuinq reqi-stration cards resui-red under

section 302 (s) , within one rrear of the effective date of this

scction

Section 2002. Withholdinq.

The State Treasurer shall withhold all- reimbursements and

electi-on fundi-nq provided for under this act from anv countv

which is in violation of this act or for which an audit or

recount has identified vio]ations or irreoul-arities in votino,

rrnt'i I th e issue ha s lroo n sl tatatos fuflv resolved. as certified bv

the Auditor General.

Section 33. The provisions of this act are nonseverable. If

any provision of this act or its appllcation to any person or

circumstance is held invalid, the remai-ning provisj-ons or

applications of this act are void.

Section 34. This act shal1 apply to elections held on or

after the effective date of this section.

Section 35. Repeals are as follows:

(1) The General- Assembly declares that the repeal under

paragraph (2) is necessary to effectuate the addition of

Article VIf-A of the act.

(2) 25 Pa.C.S. Ch. 13 is repealed.

Section 36. This act shall take effect immediatefy.
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